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Camera	angles	and	shots	in	film	and	photography	are	key	elements	that	can	completely	change	the	story	that	youre	trying	to	tell.The	direction	in	which	your	camera	points,	whether	the	camera	moves	or	stands	still,	and	whether	you	use	an	extreme	long	shot	or	a	close-up	are	decisions	you	must	make	to	communicate	your	artistic	view.In	this	article,
youll	know	all	the	types	of	camera	shots	and	camera	angles	so	that	you	can	decide	which	ones	work	best	for	your	next	film	or	photoshoot.	Remember	that	including	them	in	your	shot	list	will	make	the	photoshoot	or	filming	go	smoothly.If	youre	ready,	lets	get	started!	Knowing	all	the	types	of	camera	shots	and	angles	will	help	you	when	creating	a	shot
list.This	way,	you	can	organize	your	workflow,	know	which	equipment	youll	need,	and	have	everything	go	smoothly.1.	Close-up	ShotCredit:	Ajan	GhoshA	close-up	shot	is	when	your	subject	covers	most	of	the	frame.	You	can	achieve	this	by	being	physically	close	to	the	subject	or	by	using	a	telephoto	lens	from	afar.When	close-up	shots	are	used	to	depict
a	person,	a	close-up	shot	helps	you	to	show	the	expressions	and	emotions	of	the	character.	Its	also	a	very	intimate	shot.Instead,	if	the	subject	is	an	object	or	an	action	then	its	used	to	direct	the	viewers	attention.	For	example,	if	two	people	are	arguing	and	one	is	holding	a	knife	behind	his	back	you	might	want	to	do	a	close-up	shot	at	the	hand	with	the
knife.2.	Medium	ShotCredit:	FauxelsA	medium	shot	is	still	centered	on	the	main	subject,	but	it	shows	more	of	the	context.	It	generally	refers	to	all	shots	that	frame	a	person	from	the	waist	up,	although	something	tighter	across	the	torso	is	still	OK.With	a	medium	shot,	not	only	are	you	showing	the	context	but	also	the	body	language	you	can	also
include	more	characters.	They	are	also	a	great	way	to	transition	between	close-ups	and	wider	shots.	3.	Long	ShotCredit:	Tima	MiroshnichenkoLong	shots	also	known	as	wide	shots	or	establishing	shots	show	your	entire	subject	and	leave	enough	space	around	it.	If	you	want	to	show	a	new	location	where	your	subject	arrived	or	introduce	a	new	ambient
while	keeping	a	strong	presence	of	the	subject	this	is	the	way	to	go.The	long	shot	also	shows	the	full	length	of	the	subject,	so	can	be	useful	in	exaggerating	scale	when	comparing	the	subject	to	the	objects	surrounding	it.	Credit:	Alex	AlexanderAn	extreme	close-up	is	exactly	what	the	name	suggests	its	taking	the	close-up	shot	to	the	extreme	by	closing
in	on	a	detail	of	the	subject.With	these	shots,	you	can	emphasize	a	reaction	or	an	expression	on	the	character	for	example,	a	tear.	Its	not	necessarily	used	with	characters	it	can	be	an	object	toofor	example,	an	extreme	close-up	of	a	watch	to	show	how	the	time	is	passing.2.	Extreme	Long	ShotCredit:	PixabayAn	extreme	long	shot	is	a	very	wide	camera
shot	that	leaves	your	subject	so	far	away	that	it	almost	gets	lost	within	the	scene.You	can	use	this	to	show	your	character	feeling	isolated	or	vulnerable	in	a	vast	space.3.	Cowboy	ShotCredit:	Vitaliy	IzoninOriginally	called	cowboy	shot	because	it	depicts	the	subject	from	the	mid-thigh,	this	allowed	for	the	cowboy	guns	to	be	on	the	frame	to	capture	the
quickdraw.You	may	still	call	it	a	cowboy	shot,	but	you	might	also	find	it	an	American	shot.	This	type	of	shot	is	close	enough	to	the	subject	that	you	can	still	see	emotions	and	expressions	but	you	can	also	show	part	of	the	scene,	especially	what	they	are	doing	with	their	hands.4.	Over	the	Shoulder	ShotCredit:	Jep	GambardellaThis	is	one	of	the	most
common	camera	shot	framing	types	when	theres	a	conversation	happening	in	the	scene	usually	between	two	characters.	The	camera	is	placed	behind	the	character	who	is	listening	so	you	can	see	part	of	the	head	and	the	shoulder.	Then,	in	focus,	you	see	the	person	who	is	speaking.	It	literally	shows	how	you	would	see	if	you	were	peaking	over	the
shoulder	of	the	character.Usually,	this	shot	alternates	continuously	as	the	conversation	goes	on,	creating	a	shot-reverse-shot	sequence.	This	camera	shot	allows	the	viewer	to	understand	who	is	involved	in	the	conversation	and	still	appreciate	the	non-verbal	communication	from	the	person	who	is	talking.In	some	cases,	the	camera	angle	changes	too,
indicating	a	different	relationship	between	the	characters.	For	example,	if	you	make	a	shot	over	the	shoulder	from	a	high	angle,	you	show	your	character	looking	down	at	the	other,	making	them	look	smaller.5.	Tracking	Shot	This	shot	is	based	on	camera	movement.	Regardless	of	the	framing	or	the	camera	angle,	a	tracking	shot	follows	the	character.
If	its	made	using	a	dolly,	its	also	known	as	the	dolly	shot.However,	not	all	tracking	shots	are	made	with	a	dolly	it	can	be	done	with	a	Steadicam,	a	crane,	or	a	boom.It	can	be	a	forward	tracking	shot	when	the	camera	follows	the	character	as	they	move	away.Instead,	a	backward	tracking	shot	when	the	character	is	coming	towards	the	camera	as	it	pulls
back	to	maintain	the	same	distance.Lastly,	theres	the	lateral	tracking	shot	when	the	camera	moves	sideways.6.	Zoom	Shot	With	a	zoom	shot,	the	camera	doesnt	move.	You	might	see	the	character	closer	or	further	away,	but	its	an	effect	due	to	the	change	of	focal	length.Although,	there	is	an	effect	called	the	dolly-zoom,	which	is	used	to	create	an
unusual	visual	perception,	and	its	been	used	by	Alfred	Hitchcock,	Martin	Scorsese,	Steven	Spielberg,	and	other	great	directors.7.	Master	Shot	The	master	shot	is	the	most	important	and	is	often	the	first	on	the	shot	list.	It	should	cover	an	entire	action	or	an	entire	scene.However,	they	play	a	different	role	in	modern	films	than	they	used	to	before,	the
whole	shooting	revolved	around	the	master	shot.	Now,	multiple	camera	shots,	camera	angles,	and	camera	movements	make	films	more	dynamic.8.	POV	Shot	POV	stands	for	point	of	view.	So,	POV	shots	show	things	from	the	perspective	of	a	particular	character.Its	an	effective	technique	to	pull	the	viewer	into	the	action	by	giving	them	a	first-person
angle	of	view.Many	films	in	history	have	successfully	used	this	technique.	You	can	see	some	famous	examples	in	the	above	video	reel.Typically,	a	POV	shot	comes	after	a	medium	shot	or	a	close-up	where	you	see	the	character	looking	at	something	then	you	jump	right	into	their	perspective	with	a	POV	to	see	what	they	were	looking	at.9.	Establishing
Shot	Typically,	an	establishing	shot	is	a	wide	shot	or	an	extra	wide	angle	shot.	This	is	because	theyre	used	to	establish	a	time	and	a	place	where	your	story	is	happening.Establishing	shots	can	have	different	camera	shot	sizes	depending	on	how	much	context	you	need	to	give	to	the	viewer.If	you	want	to	signal	that	youre	in	a	specific	city,	an	extreme
wide	shot	from	an	aerial	angle	is	often	helpful.Other	times,	you	simply	need	to	show	the	outside	of	a	building	to	indicate	where	the	characters	are.What	are	the	Main	Camera	Angles?	While	the	types	of	shots	depend	on	the	framing	and	camera	movement,	the	types	of	camera	shot	angles	depend	on	the	position	of	the	camera	in	relation	to	the	scene	and
subject.1.	Low	Angle	ShotCredit:	Tima	MiroshnichenkoThis	camera	angle	indicates	that	youre	looking	up	at	the	subject.	How	low?	That	depends	on	what	you	want	to	tell	with	this	shot	but	technically	speaking,	anything	below	the	eye	level	of	the	subject	is	already	a	low-angle	shot.When	the	camera	is	positioned	almost	at	ground	level,	its	also	called	a
worms	eye	view.In	general,	you	use	this	camera	shot	angle	to	show	the	subject	big	and	powerful	or	because	you	want	to	include	something	tall	behind	your	subject	in	the	frame.2.	Ground	Level	ShotCredit:	Budgeron	BachFor	this	camera	angle,	you	need	to	be	shooting	at	ground	level	but	unlike	the	low	angle	shot,	the	camera	is	not	looking	up.In	this
case,	the	camera	is	low	on	the	ground	because	you	want	to	show	something	that	is	happening	down	there.3.	Knee	Level	ShotCredit:	Gustavo	FringContinuing	up	the	axis	of	the	camera,	you	can	do	a	knee-level	shot.	This	camera	angle	is	shot	at	the	knee	level	of	a	character,	and	its	often	used	to	include	another	characters	entire	body	because	its	further
away.4.	Hip	Level	Shot	Usually,	a	hip-level	camera	angle	is	used	for	a	cowboy	shot.	This	allows	you	to	show	the	character	from	the	mid-thigh	widow	distortion.In	photography,	a	hip-level	shot	is	also	common	when	street	photographers	capture	candid	snapshots	preventing	people	from	noticing	them.5.	Shoulder	Level	ShotThe	shoulder-level	shot	is	one
of	the	most	common	camera	shot	angles	as	the	name	indicates,	its	done	by	positioning	the	camera	at	the	same	height	as	the	subjects	shoulders.6.	Eye	Level	ShotCredit:	RF	StudioAt	the	top	of	the	list,	the	eye-level	shot	is	the	most	used	of	all	camera	angles.	This	is	because	it	doesnt	have	a	particular	effect	or	impact	on	the	viewer	it	offers	a	familiar
perspective.Most	of	the	story	is	told	at	this	level	because	its	neutral.	This	way,	its	immediately	noticeable	to	the	viewer	when	you	want	to	create	an	effect	and	change	the	camera	angle.7.	High	Angle	ShotCredit:	Mikhail	NilovA	high-angle	shot	is	when	you	have	the	camera	looking	down	at	the	subject	it	doesnt	matter	how	high	or	low	in	the	axis	this	is.
In	short,	its	the	opposite	of	a	low-angle	shot.A	high-angle	shot	is	used	to	emphasize	the	characters	vulnerability	or	impotence.8.	Birds-eye	ViewA	birds-eye	view	is	a	more	extreme	version	of	the	high-angle	shot	its	also	known	as	an	overhead	shot	or	crane	shot.	Usually,	its	paired	up	with	a	wide	camera	shot	this	way,	you	can	see	down	on	the	subject	but
include	a	good	part	of	the	context.Youll	frquently	see	an	overhead	shot	on	Youtube	when	the	subject	is	talking	about	a	product	being	reviewed.9.	Aerial	ShotCredit:	Leonardo	RossattiThe	highest	camera	angle	is	the	aerial	view.	This	was	often	called	the	helicopter	shot	because	the	camera	operator	was	usually	in	a	helicopter	to	capture	this
view.Nowadays,	you	can	find	an	aerial	shot	more	often	because	drones	have	made	it	more	affordable	for	all	filmmakers	and	photographers.	Even	amateur	videographers	can	get	stunning	aerial	footage	something	inconceivable	before	commercial	drones.10.	Dutch	Camera	AngleCredit:	Andrea	PiacquadioThis	is	one	of	the	most	peculiar	types	of	camera
angles	because	its	a	point	of	view	thats	completely	unnatural.	It	doesnt	matter	how	high	or	low	the	camera	is,	nor	the	shot	types	a	dutch	camera	angle	is	characterized	by	a	tilted	horizon.To	achieve	this,	you	need	to	rotate	the	camera	on	its	axis.	Because	its	not	the	way	were	used	to	seeing	things,	it	makes	the	viewer	feel	disoriented	or	uneasy.The
Dutch	angle	is	also	known	as	the	German	angle	because	it	was	often	used	in	German	expressionist	films.	You	might	also	call	it	canted	or	oblique	angle.	The	types	of	camera	shots	and	the	different	camera	angles	are	crucial	to	telling	the	story	the	way	you	want.	With	them,	you	can	guide	the	viewer	into	seeing	what	you	want	them	to	see	and	give	clues
on	whats	happening	beyond	what	meets	the	eye.For	example,	using	the	Dutch	angle,	you	can	imply	that	the	character	has	an	unbalanced	mind	this	way,	youre	showing	something	happening	inside	their	head.You	can	also	use	a	mix	of	high	and	low	angles	to	show	an	imbalance	in	the	relationship	between	two	characters	for	example,	a	bully	and	the
good	guy.Finally,	the	camera	shot	focuses	the	viewers	attention	on	specific	things.	While	using	an	extreme	wide	shot	tells	them	to	notice	the	environment	in	which	things	are	happening,	a	close-up	directs	the	attention	to	a	particular	detail.	What	is	shot	design	in	film?Shot	designing	is	the	planning	of	where	the	camera	will	be	in	relation	to	the	subject
and	the	lights	in	the	different	scenes	of	the	film.	It	decides	what	types	of	shots	youll	need	to	tell	the	story	better.	Shot	design	helps	you	to	make	a	shot	list	and	a	storyboard.What	camera	angle	is	best?As	you	can	see	in	this	article,	each	camera	angle	has	a	different	effect	on	the	viewer	so	its	difficult	to	say	which	is	best.	Having	said	that,	if	you	want	to
take	a	portrait	or	selfie,	for	most	people,	the	most	flattering	angle	is	to	take	the	picture	about	3	higher	than	eye	height.How	do	you	analyze	film	shots?A	great	way	to	improve	your	shots	is	by	studying	how	the	great	masters	have	used	the	different	angle	shots.	You	can	start	by	identifying	the	camera	angle	and	view	shot	on	a	particular	scene.	Then,
analyze	what	was	happening	in	the	story,	specifically	with	the	character,	when	the	camera	shot	starts	and	ends.	Now,	study	the	entire	film	and	find	any	recurring	theme	or	recurrences.	Now	that	you	have	an	overview	of	the	shot	captures	you	can	make,	which	ones	do	you	plan	to	use?	Tell	us	in	the	comments	which	are	your	favorite	cinematic	shots
and	why.I	hope	you	enjoyed	the	article	and	that	its	helpful	to	plan	and	realize	your	next	photoshoot	or	video	shooting.	Do	you	know	how	to	use	camera	movements	in	your	films	and	videos?Understanding	the	types	of	camera	movement,	you	can	do	in	your	shots	helps	the	viewer	engage	with	the	story.In	this	article,	youll	find	everything	you	need	to
know	to	improve	your	storytelling	skills.Youll	find	tons	of	camera	movements	to	choose	the	most	effective	one	for	what	youre	trying	to	say	to	your	viewers.This	doesnt	mean	that	you	shouldnt	use	a	static	camera	shot,	of	course.Rather,	you	should	use	camera	movements	when	its	the	best	way	to	communicate	the	message	or	establish	a	specific
mood.Ultimately,	its	all	about	making	conscious	decisions	that	will	make	you	a	great	film	or	video	maker.Related:	Do	you	know	these	22	camera	shots	and	angles?What	are	camera	movements	used	for?	There	are	many	tools	and	techniques	you	can	use	in	visual	storytelling.Some	have	to	do	with	the	viewers	perspective,	such	as	doing	an	aerial	shot	to
give	a	birds	eye	view	of	the	scene.Others	imply	adjusting	the	settings.	For	example,	changing	the	focal	point	between	two	characters	to	pass	the	emphasis	from	one	to	the	other.	This	is	known	as	a	rack	focus.Camera	movements	are	a	filmmaking	technique	that	allow	you	to	tell	a	story	better.	You	can	direct	the	viewers	attention	using	the	right	camera
movement	and	even	create	an	emotional	response.For	example,	you	can	use	a	dolly	zoom	to	create	a	sense	of	impending	danger.You	can	also	use	camera	movements	to	make	your	film	more	dynamic	and	engaging.	Its	important	that	you	make	a	shot	list	when	youre	planning.	This	way,	youll	know	what	equipment	youll	need.It	will	also	help	you	to
organize	the	order	of	the	shots	and	keep	track	of	whats	been	done	and	what	you	still	need	to	shoot.	These	are	the	basic	camera	movements	you	need	to	know	for	visual	storytelling.Dolly	camera	movement	A	dolly	is	a	cart	that	moves	on	rail	tracks	often	used	in	filmmaking.	A	dolly	movement	is	when	you	mount	the	camera	in	a	dolly	track	to	get	a
smooth	motion.You	can	be	shooting	an	object,	a	character,	or	a	location.	The	dolly	shot	helps	you	to	move	towards	or	away	from	it	on	a	fluid	motion	track.When	youre	moving	towards	something,	its	called	a	dolly	in.	If	youre	moving	away	from	it,	its	called	a	dolly	out.You	can	combine	the	dolly	movement	with	other	techniques,	for	example,	a	zoom	shot.
This	combination	is	called	a	dolly	zoom.One	of	the	most	famous	examples	of	a	dolly	zoom	is	the	one	used	by	Alfred	Hitchcock	in	Vertigo.	Thats	why	its	also	known	as	the	Vertigo	effect.You	may	also	combine	a	dolly	shot	with	other	camera	movements.Truck	camera	movement	The	truck	camera	movement	is	similar	to	the	dolly	one	but	follows	the
opposite	direction.Trucking	involves	moving	the	entire	camera	from	left	to	right	or	right	to	left.The	truck	shot	lets	you	keep	the	same	distance	from	the	subject	as	the	camera	moves.	Its	often	used	to	follow	a	character.Tracking	camera	movement	Both	the	dolly	and	the	truck	shot	can	be	tracking	camera	movements	when	theyre	done	following	a
subject.	However,	they	arent	the	only	two	movements	considered	tracking	shots.The	arc	shot	is	also	known	as	the	360	tracking	shot.	This	is	because	the	entire	camera	moves	around	the	subject.Another	camera	technique	to	track	a	character	is	to	follow	them	with	an	aerial	shot	using	a	drone.What	is	a	two-shot	in	films?Pan	camera	movement	A	pan
shot	is	when	the	camera	pivots	on	its	horizontal	axis.	In	other	words,	the	camera	remains	at	a	fixed	point.The	thing	that	changes	is	the	direction	of	the	shot.	With	a	horizontal	movement,	you	capture	the	scene	from	left	to	right	or	right	to	left.The	pan	camera	movement	is	often	used	for	establishing	shots	because	it	gives	you	an	overview	of	the
scenery.Its	also	helpful	to	track	a	moving	subject	while	keeping	the	camera	mounted	in	place.Tilt	camera	movement	A	tilt	shot	is	like	a	pan	shot,	except	its	a	vertical	movement.	So,	the	camera	tilts	up	or	down	without	physically	moving	from	its	place.Just	like	panning,	tilting	is	useful	when	you	do	an	establishing	shot.For	example,	if	you	start	the	shot
at	the	entrance	of	a	building	and	tilt	the	camera	up	until	you	reach	the	top	of	the	building.If	the	next	shot	happens	inside	an	apartment,	the	viewer	will	know	that	such	an	apartment	is	on	the	top	floor	of	that	building.Another	common	use	for	titling	is	to	disclose	a	character.	You	put	the	camera	at	a	lower	angle	to	start	the	shot	at	their	feet,	then	tilt
until	you	reach	the	face	to	reveal	their	identity.Pedestal	camera	movement	The	pedestal	shot	is	a	vertical	camera	movement.	To	do	this,	you	need	to	raise	or	lower	the	entire	camera.	You	can	also	refer	to	it	as	pedding	the	camera.This	camera	movement	is	done	with	a	pedestal	hence	the	name.	This	provides	the	required	stability,	although	its	an
expensive	piece	of	equipment.For	a	low-budget	pedestal	shot,	you	can	use	the	elevator	column	of	the	tripod	to	move	the	camera	up	or	down	as	you	shoot.Zoom	camera	movement	In	a	zoom	shot,	the	camera	remains	stationary;	what	changes	is	the	focal	length.There	is,	however,	a	camera	movement	called	the	dolly	zoom.	In	it,	the	camera	moves	on	the
dolly	while	the	camera	operator	is	simultaneously	zooming	with	the	lens.The	Zoom	movement	is	also	popular	when	creating	hyperlapse	videos,	to	give	the	viewer	the	sense	of	being	transported	through	time.	Transitions	are	tools	that	help	you	pass	from	one	frame	to	another.	They	are	essential	because	they	determine	the	flow	of	the	story.You	can
make	transitions	in	post-production.	Some	of	the	most	used	are	the	fade-in	and	fade-out,	the	blur,	or	the	swipe.In-camera	transitions	are	the	techniques	used	by	the	camera	operator	to	switch	from	one	scene	to	the	next	with	camera	movements.	For	example,	the	whip	pan.Whip	pans	are	nothing	else	than	a	quick	pan.	You	can	use	a	whip	pan	to	go	off-
screen	and	do	it	again	to	get	back	into	a	new	scene.This	way,	you	can	change	locations	or	scenery	using	the	blur	from	the	whip	pans	to	make	the	transition.	The	best	way	to	get	a	smooth	camera	movement	is	by	using	camera	rigs.	There	are	all	sorts	of	support	systems	that	help	you	to	keep	your	camera	stable.For	a	static	shot,	you	can	simply	use	a
tripod.	However,	for	camera	movements,	youll	need	something	more	versatile.It	can	be	as	simple	as	an	adjustable	tripod	with	a	tripod	head	or	as	sophisticated	as	a	crane.Of	course,	there	are	ways	to	do	elaborate	camera	movements	with	more	budget-friendly	options.	For	example,	a	crane	shot	used	to	be	very	expensive.	Now,	you	can	do	a	similar	shot
using	a	drone.Theres	also	specific	equipment	that	helps	you	to	make	stable	handheld	camera	movement.Using	a	gimbal	or	stabilizer,	you	can	do	a	handheld	tracking	shot	running	after	the	character.	You	can	also	do	handheld	static	shots	using	a	shoulder	mount.You	can	also	find	all	sorts	of	hacks	to	smooth	camera	movement	without	equipment.	For
example,	you	can	do	a	smooth	tracking	shot	by	mounting	your	camera	on	a	skateboard.Of	course,	hacks	limit	the	types	of	camera	movements	you	can	achieve.	However,	they	will	allow	you	to	have	more	dynamic	camera	shots	if	you	dont	have	enough	budget.	While	filmmaking	has	multiple	frames	to	capture	movement,	photography	has	to	do	it	in	a
single	frame.Thats	why	the	techniques	to	capture	and	communicate	motion	in	photography	are	different.Weve	already	discussed	the	most	important	types	of	camera	movements	in	video	and	film.Now,	lets	talk	about	the	use	of	movement	in	photography.How	do	you	use	movement	in	photography?Credit:	Daniel	NielsenWhenever	you	want	to	use
movement	in	photography,	you	have	three	choices.1.	A	static	shot	of	a	moving	subject.When	you	have	a	moving	subject	in	photography,	you	must	consider	the	shutter	speed.A	fast	shutter	speed	allows	you	to	freeze	motion	in	photography.	Instead,	when	youre	using	a	slow	shutter	speed,	the	camera	registers	the	trail	of	the	moving	subject.This	effect	is
known	as	motion	blur.2.	The	camera	movement	when	capturing	a	static	subject.There	arent	many	types	of	camera	movements	that	work	in	this	situation.The	only	thing	that	you	can	do	to	communicate	motion	on	a	static	subject	is	zoom	shots.Simply	use	a	slower	shutter	speed	and	turn	the	zoom	while	you	expose	the	photograph.	This	technique	is
called	zoom	burst.3.	Both	the	subject	and	the	camera	are	moving.All	tracking	types	of	camera	movement	work	in	this	situation.You	can	pan	or	tilt	the	camera,	move	the	camera	upward	or	downward,	or	even	mount	it	on	a	motorized	vehicle.For	example,	you	can	capture	a	moving	car	from	a	second	car.	You	have	to	be	very	careful	if	you	do	this	to	avoid
any	accidents.How	do	you	use	camera	panning	for	photography?Credit:	Thgusstavo	SantanaCamera	panning	in	photography	is	similar	to	how	you	do	it	in	filmmaking.	You	use	it	when	you	want	to	do	tracking	shots	of	a	subject	passing	in	front	of	the	camera.You	can	do	a	handheld	shot	or	use	a	tripod	for	more	stability.	Either	way,	the	camera	needs	to
rotate	on	a	fixed	point	from	left	to	right	or	vice-versa.The	tricky	part	about	panning	in	photography	is	that	you	need	to	match	the	speed	of	the	moving	subject	while	you	rotate	the	camera.	Remember	to	keep	a	wide	shot	and	a	slow	shutter	speed.You	may	need	a	lot	of	practice	before	you	master	the	panning	technique	to	track	subjects.	Its	also	handy	to
use	a	monopod	which	can	rotate	on	a	single	axis.Recently	its	become	trendy	to	use	panning	to	capture	abstract	landscapes.This	is	less	complicated	because	you	dont	have	to	match	the	speed	of	an	external	object.	Its	just	a	matter	of	finding	the	shutter	speed	and	the	movement	speed	that	gives	you	the	desired	result.	This	guide	attempts	to	answer	the
question	of	what	is	the	best	wide	angle	lens	for	your	Nikon	or	Canon	dSLR.At	A	Glance:	Our	Top	5	Picks	for	DSLR	Wide	Angle	Lenses	Whilst	a	staple	in	the	camera	bags	of	architecture,	landscape	and	interior	photographers,	these	lenses	aRE	also	immensely	popular	amongst	photojournalism,	wedding,	sports,	and	even	portrait	photographers.All
camera	lens	manufacturers	offer	several	choices	of	wide-angle	lens.	At	last	count,	there	were	over	20	from	Canon	and	25	from	Nikon,	with	both	zooms	and	fixed	lenses	falling	into	this	category.If	youre	a	fan	of	the	50mm	focal	length,	maybe	its	about	time	you	stepped	out	of	your	comfort	zone	and	picked	up	a	wider	focal	length.	It	could	quite	literally
expand	your	horizon	as	a	photographer!In	this	guide,	Ill	offer	my	recommendations	of	the	best	Nikon,	Canon	and	third-party	options	see	here	for	Fujifilm	recommendations.	Nikon	D700	+	Nikon	16-35mm	f/2.8	|	by	SpaceXOn	a	full	frame	camera,	a	wide	angle	lens	is	considered	any	focal	length	equal	to	or	wider	than	35mm.	Thats	right	even	the	hugely
popular	35mm	lens	you	leave	on	your	camera	90%	of	the	time	is	considered	a	wide	angle	lens.From	24mm	and	wider,	were	entering	ultra-wide	angle	lens	territory.It	should	also	be	noted	that	the	difference	in	your	cameras	sensor	size	will	affect	any	given	lenss	actual	focal	length.A	35mm	lens	on	a	full	frame	camera	(one	with	a	35mm	sensor)	will	offer
a	true	35mm	field	of	view,	whereas	the	same	lens	attached	to	a	crop	sensor	camera	(APS-C,	MFT)	would	offer	an	approximate	50mm	field	of	view	i.e.	it	would	no	longer	be	considered	a	wide	angle	lens.This	means	that	for	those	of	you	shooting	with	APS-C,	MFT	or	any	other	crop	sensor	camera,	youll	need	to	experiment	with	much	wider	focal	lengths
to	achieve	a	true	wide	angle	lens	look	to	your	shots.I	fully	appreciate	that	full	frame	cameras	arent	available	or	even	necessary	for	a	large	portion	of	Shotkits	readers	which	is	why	Ive	included	a	handful	of	good	wide	angle	lens	options	for	anyone	shooting	with	a	crop	sensor	camera.Also,	check	this	article	out	if	youre	wondering	why	wide	angle	lenses
command	a	relatively	high	price	compared	to	regular	lenses,	and	this	article	for	more	on	focal	lengths	in	particular.	Canon	6D	+	Canon	16-35mm	f/2.8	|	by	Teddy	KelleyThe	most	obvious	use	for	a	wide	angle	lens	is	to	include	more	of	the	scene	in	your	photograph.	In	some	situations,	you	arent	able	to	simply	step	back	a	few	paces	to	include	more	into
your	cameras	frame.One	example	of	this	is	interior	photography,	with	the	walls	of	a	house	obviously	imposing	a	physical	limit	to	your	movement.Allowing	more	into	your	frame	with	a	wide	angle	lens	can	also	be	a	powerful	story-telling	technique,	giving	you	the	ability	to	introduce	multiple	elements	into	one	photo	to	convey	a	fuller	story	of	the
scene.The	width	of	the	frame	that	a	wide	angle	lens	allows	you	to	capture	can	be	beneficial	when	you	wish	to	be	close	to	your	subject,	but	still	capture	enough	of	the	background	in	the	image	to	set	the	scene.Canon	16-35mm	f/2.8	|	Copyright	Two	Mann	StudioFitting	more	into	your	photo	isnt	the	only	usage	of	a	wide	angle	lens.	A	wide	angle	lens	can
also	be	used	creatively	to	exaggerate	or	emphasise	the	difference	in	size,	or	the	distance	between	objects	in	the	foreground	and	background.Whilst	a	zoom	lens	compresses	a	foreground	and	background	object	making	them	appear	closer,	a	wide	angle	lens	does	the	opposite.Wide	angle	lenses	also	introduce	an	element	of	distortion	to	a	picture.	Whilst
distortion	may	be	something	you	want	to	avoid,	it	can	also	be	used	creatively	to	add	impact	to	an	image.Canon	16-35mm	f/2.8	|	Copyright	Kym	IllmanA	wide	angle	lens	can	often	allow	you	to	focus	much	closer	to	your	subject,	bringing	with	it	the	ability	to	play	with	a	subjects	scale	and	other	creative	options.Another	benefit	of	a	wide	angle	lens	that	isnt
often	talked	about	is	the	ability	to	shoot	handheld	at	slower	shutter	speeds.	This	can	result	in	a	cleaner	image	in	low	light,	since	you	can	compensate	for	a	lower	ISO	with	a	slower	shutter	speed	to	get	the	exposure	you	want.As	an	example,	youd	be	able	to	hand-hold	a	camera	with	the	Sigma	24mm	f/1.4	attached	for	exposures	twice	as	long	as	the
Sigma	50mm	f/1,4	(since	it	has	half	the	focal	length	of	a	50mm	lens).What	are	the	best	lenses	for	beginners?	Sony	A7R	II	+	Sony	16-35mm	f/4	|	by	Benny	Jackson	Nikon	offers	an	impressive	array	of	19	prime	wide	angle	lens	options	for	the	Nikon	FX	(full	frame)	and	DX	(APS-C	or	crop	sensor)	dSLR	cameras.As	for	wide	angle	zoom	lens	options,	there
are	5	whose	entire	focal	range	is	considered	wide	angle,	and	others	that	incorporate	a	wide-telephoto	zoom	such	as	the	incredible	Nikon	24-70mm	f/2.8	(one	of	the	most	impressive	zoom	lenses	Ive	ever	used).As	youve	probably	guessed,	theres	no	single	best	wide	angle	lens	for	Nikon	cameras,	but	rather	several	wide	angle	lenses	whose	performance
is	stellar,	and	can	be	found	in	the	camera	bags	of	numerous	photographers	featured	on	Shotkit.Lets	have	a	closer	look	at	what	model	is	widely	regarded	as	the	best	wide	angle	lens	for	Nikon	dSLR	cameras.	Nikon	24mm	f/1.4G	SpecificationsRecommended	Use:	Full	FrameAperture:	f/1.4Focal	Length:	24mmDimensions:	3.27	x	3.27	x	3.5	inchesWeight:
620	grams	(1.36	lbs)Its	big	its	heavy	its	expensive	but	the	Nikon	24mm	f/1.4G	is	also	often	touted	as	the	worlds	best	wide	angle	lens.	Its	most	definitely	the	best	Nikon	wide-angle	lens	for	prime	lens	shooters	and	has	been	since	its	release	in	2010.	This	is	by	far	the	wide	angle	lens	Nikon	has	to	offer.The	Nikon	24mm	f/1.4G	works	fine	on	a	DX	(crop
sensor)	Nikon	camera,	where	its	focal	length	is	roughly	36mm.	If	you	own	a	consumer	level	Nikon	DX	camera	and	are	planning	to	upgrade	to	a	full	frame	body	in	the	future,	the	Nikon	24mm	f/1.4G	could	be	a	worthwhile	investment.However,	its	on	a	full	frame	Nikon	body	that	the	Nikon	24mm	f/1.4G	really	sings.	Its	bright,	sharp	and	contrasty	at
every	aperture	from	edge	to	edge,	with	minimal	distortion.Combining	the	large	aperture	with	the	24mm	focal	length	allows	you	to	shoot	hand	held	at	much	slower	shutter	speeds	than	you	may	be	used	to,	meaning	you	have	the	option	to	drop	the	ISO	for	a	cleaner	file.Nikon	24mm	f/1.4G	|	Copyright	Sage	JusticeBokeh	on	the	Nikon	24mm	f/1.4G	is
smooth	and	creamy,	but	it	should	be	remembered	that	to	get	decent	subject	separation	via	in/out	of	focus	elements	with	a	wide	angle	lens	(even	at	f/1,4),	youll	need	to	focus	on	a	close	subject	to	allow	the	background	some	room	to	fall	out	of	focus.Shot	wide	open	at	f/1.4,	the	Nikon	24mm	f/1.4G	is	impressively	sharp,	all	the	way	from	the	centre	of	the
image	to	the	corners.Nikon	24mm	f/1.4G	|	Copyright	Sage	JusticeSigma	offers	a	Sigma	24mm	f/1.4	ART	lens	at	half	the	price	of	the	Nikon	24mm	f/1.4G,	and	whilst	the	Sigmas	performance	is	excellent,	the	edges	of	the	frame	are	noticeably	less	sharp	than	with	the	Nikon	wide	angle	lens.If	youre	an	architecture	or	landscape	photographer	who	needs
tack	sharp	images	from	edge	to	edge,	the	Nikon	24mm	f/1.4G	is	still	the	best	wide	angle	lens	option.Why	You	Should	BuyFor	the	architecture	or	landscape	photographer	who	needs	tack	sharp	images	from	edge	to	edge.Check	Latest	Price	Nikon	20mm	f/1.8GNikon	20mm	f/1.8G	SpecificationsRecommended	Use:	Full	FrameAperture:	f/1.8Focal	Length:
20mmDimensions:	3.27	x	3.27	x	3.19	inchesWeight:	353	grams	(0.78	lbs)The	Nikon	20mm	f/1.8G	deserves	its	spot	in	the	best	wide	angle	lens	for	Nikon	lineup,	since	its	currently	Nikons	sharpest	fixed	ultra-wide	angle	lens.Aside	from	the	amazing	performance	of	the	Nikon	20mm	f/1.8G,	its	almost	half	the	weight	of	the	Nikon	24mm	f/1.4G	and	over
half	the	price	too!Whilst	youll	no	doubt	be	shooting	a	lot	wide	open	with	this	lens,	stopping	down	to	the	smaller	apertures	really	shows	off	the	incredible	sharpness	of	the	Nikon	20mm	f/1.8G.Nikon	20mm	f/1.8	|	Copyright	Jason	VinsonAs	an	added	bonus,	smaller	apertures	introduce	some	impressive	sun	stars	to	your	image	something	thats	rare	on	the
more	modern	Nikon	lenses.Thanks	in	part	to	its	light	weight,	the	autofocus	on	the	Nikon	20mm	f/1.8G	is	fast	and	accurate.	It	also	handles	chromatic	aberrations,	distortion,	ghosting	and	flare	very	well.(See	how	to	prevent	ghosting	in	photos.)Nikon	20mm	f/1.8	|	Copyright	Jason	VinsonThe	Nikon	20mm	f/1.8G	is	a	firm	favourite	among	other	camera
lenses	for	astrophotography,	but	is	equally	popular	for	wedding	photographers	who	want	an	ultra	wide	angle	Nikon	lens	for	that	odd	group	shot	featuring	200	guests!When	used	on	a	DX	format	(crop	sensor)	Nikon	camera,	the	Nikon	20mm	f/1.8G	offers	a	30mm	field	of	view,	which	means	it	remains	in	the	wide	angle	lens	category.	The	size	and	weight
of	the	Nikon	20mm	f/1.8G	actually	suits	Nikons	DX	cameras	such	as	the	Nikon	D500	very	well,	ensuring	that	the	lighter	DX	camera	body	is	well-balanced	with	the	lens.Im	a	big	fan	of	Nikons	recent	f/1.8	G	lens	releases	and	recommend	them	to	any	photographer	looking	for	a	great	value,	great	performing	prime	lens.	If	youre	in	the	market	for	a	great
all-round	Nikon	ultra	wide	angle	lens,	the	Nikon	20mm	f/1.8G	should	be	at	the	top	of	your	list.Why	You	Should	BuyExcellent	all-round	Nikon	ultra	wide	angle	lens.	A	great	performing	prime	lens	at	a	great	value.Check	Latest	Price	Nikon	10-24mm	f/3.5-4.5Nikon	10-24mm	f/3.5-4.5	SpecificationsRecommended	Use:	Crop	SensorAperture:	f/3.5-4.5Focal
Length:	10-24mm	(15-36mm	equivalent)Dimensions:	3.27	x	3.27	x	3.43	inchesWeight:	460	grams	(1.01	lbs)This	is	quite	simply	the	best	ultra	wide	angle	zoom	lens	for	Nikon	DX	cameras.	The	Nikon	10-24mm	f/3.5-4.5	offers	a	dramatic	61-110	degree	picture	angle,	making	it	the	perfect	wide	angle	lens	for	landscape	photography,	interior	photography,
architecture	photography	and	more.As	long	as	you	place	your	subject	wisely,	you	can	even	use	the	Nikon	10-24mm	f/3.5-4.5	for	dramatic	environmental	portraiture	with	no	distortion.In	practice	on	a	Nikon	D7200,	I	found	the	10-24mm	focal	length	very	useful	for	wide	angle	photography.	Once	youve	been	using	24mm	for	a	while,	it	doesnt	seem	so
wide	angle	any	more,	so	its	nice	to	be	able	to	twist	the	lens	and	turn	your	viewpoint	to	10mm,	bringing	in	the	entire	vista	in	front	of	you.The	Nikon	10-24mm	f/3.5-4.5	is	sharp	and	focuses	quickly.	Obviously,	with	a	lens	this	wide,	youll	need	to	expect	a	fair	bit	of	barrel	distortion	at	10mm.	As	long	as	you	dont	place	straight	lines	near	the	edges	of	your
frame	or	focus	too	close	to	your	subject,	you	can	still	get	an	image	that	doesnt	look	warped.Lens	distortion	is	actually	corrected	to	some	extent	in	all	modern	Nikon	dSLR	cameras,	so	what	youll	be	viewing	in	your	photos	is	actually	an	image	with	the	correction	applied.	One	click	of	the	Enable	Profile	Corrections	button	in	Lightroom	and	the	rest	of	the
distortion	is	usually	fixed	too.The	Nikon	10-24mm	f/3.5-4.5	feels	a	little	plasticky	compared	to	some	of	the	more	expensive	wide	angle	lenses	in	this	review.	However,	as	long	as	you	look	after	the	lens,	itll	still	last	a	long	time.	Also,	having	it	made	out	of	plastic	reduces	its	weight	considerably	not	to	mention	its	price.Theres	also	a	Nikon	12-24mm	wide
angle	lens	which	is	a	similar	weight/price,	but	Id	still	recommend	the	Nikon	10-24mm	f/3.5-4.5.	If	youre	going	to	go	ultra-wide,	you	may	as	well	get	the	widest	version,	especially	on	a	DX	camera	which	is	already	reducing	the	wideness.An	alternative	wide	lens	for	a	little	less	money	is	the	excellent	Tokina	11-16mm	f/2.8	Pro	DX	II,	which	is	actually
better	built	(not	to	mention	faster)	than	the	Nikon.However,	I	still	stick	to	my	recommendation	of	the	Nikon	10-24mm	f/3.5-4.5	on	this	best	wide	angle	lens	roundup.	The	focal	range	in	my	opinion	is	more	useful	than	11-16	(which	seems	a	little	short),	plus	the	Nikon	is	sharper	wide	open,	and	becomes	even	sharper	when	stopped	down	to	f/5.6-8.With
over	170	raving	customer	reviews	for	this	lens	on	Amazon,	if	youre	looking	for	an	ultra-wide	angle	lens	for	your	DX	format	Nikon	dSLR,	the	Nikon	10-24mm	f/3.5-4.5	really	is	hard	to	beat.Why	You	Should	BuyThe	best	ultra	wide	angle	zoom	lens	for	Nikon	DX	cameras	perfect	for	landscape	photography,	interior	photography,	architecture	photography
and	more.Check	Latest	Price	Nikon	14-24mm	f/2.8GNikon	14-24mm	f/2.8G	SpecificationsRecommended	Use:	Full	FrameAperture:	f/2.8Focal	Length:	14-24mmDimensions:	3.86	x	3.86	x	5.2	inchesWeight:	997	grams	(2.2	lbs)I	was	in	two	minds	about	including	the	Nikon	14-24mm	f/2.8G	in	this	roundup	of	best	wide	angle	lens	offerings.	Despite	having
over	200	positive	reviews	on	Amazon	and	legions	of	devoted	fans,	this	Nikon	wide	angle	lens	really	polarises	opinion.Ive	heard	many	stories	about	how	photographers	swear	by	their	Nikon	14-24mm	f/2.8G	wide	angle	lens	to	give	a	look	thats	unparalleled	to	any	other	wide	angle	lens	on	offer	by	any	manufacturer.	On	the	other	hand,	Ive	heard	just	as
many	stories	of	photographers	selling	their	Nikon	14-24mm	f/2.8G	after	a	few	weeks	of	use.One	thing	all	users	agree	upon	though	is	that	the	Nikon	14-24mm	f/2.8G	is	an	incredible	wide	angle	lens.	Its	just	whether	its	right	for	you	or	not.Nikon	14-24mm	f/2.8G	|	Copyright	The	GehrmannsLets	get	one	thing	straight	the	Nikon	14-24mm	f/2.8G	is	one	big,
fat,	heavy	and	inconvenient	lens!In	order	to	achieve	such	incredible	image	quality	at	an	extreme	wide	angle,	the	front	of	the	lens	on	the	Nikon	14-24mm	f/2.8G	is	rounded.	This	means	that	you	wont	be	able	to	use	any	screw-in	front	filters	on	it,	which	rules	out	a	lot	of	landscape	photographers	and	their	favourite	ND	filters.The	Nikon	14-24mm	f/2.8G	is
actually	compatible	on	DX	cameras	but	I	wouldnt	recommend	this	usage,	since	the	lens	itself	is	likely	to	be	much	heavier	than	the	camera.Its	on	an	FX	Nikon	dSLR	camera	that	this	ultra-wide	angle	lens	really	amazes,	with	edge-to-edge	sharpness	even	at	14mm	no	other	wide	angle	lens	in	the	Nikon	line	up	can	achieve	such	a	feat.	Its	arguably	the
sharpest	ultra	wide	angle	zoom	lens	of	any	manufacturer	too.Theres	also	next	to	no	ghosting	or	darkening	in	the	corners	of	the	frame	which	is	unusual	for	an	ultra	wide	angle	lens.	This	combined	with	the	sharpness	makes	the	Nikon	14-24mm	f/2.8G	a	firm	favourite	with	architecture	and	interior	photographers	who	need	the	cleanest	files	from	edge	to
edge	at	any	given	aperture.The	Nikon	14-24mm	f/2.8G	can	also	be	used	for	great	dramatic	effect	for	portraiture	when	distortion	is	used	to	exaggerate	the	size	of	the	subject.	One	example	is	in	dog	photography,	where	the	animal	can	look	huge	in	the	centre	of	frame,	whilst	still	showing	enough	background	behind	it	to	tell	the	story.Nikon	14-24mm
f/2.8G	|	Copyright	The	GehrmannsNikon	offers	several	fixed	ultra	wide	angle	lens	options	which	are	undoubtedly	lighter	and	more	wieldy	to	use,	but	the	Nikon	14-24mm	f/2.8G	has	replaced	them	all	with	an	all-in-one	package.If	youre	looking	for	a	Nikon	wide	angle	lens	that	gives	you	an	extreme	point	of	view	with	the	sharpest	image,	youll	just	have	to
put	up	with	the	shortcomings	of	the	Nikon	14-24mm	f/2.8G	because	it	really	is	the	best	there	is.As	I	said	at	the	start	of	this	review,	the	Nikon	14-24mm	f/2.8G	is	big,	heavy	and	expensive,	but	for	some	photographers,	its	by	far	the	favourite	lens	in	their	camera	bag.	Its	a	speciality	camera	lens	to	be	used	in	the	right	circumstances	for	the	right	kind	of
photographer.Why	You	Should	BuyA	Nikon	wide	angle	lens	that	gives	you	an	extreme	point	of	view	with	the	sharpest	image.Check	Latest	Price	Nikon	16-35mm	f/4	VRNikon	16-35mm	f/4	VR	SpecificationsRecommended	Use:	Full	FrameAperture:	f/4Focal	Length:	16-35mmDimensions:	3.27	x	3.27	x	4.92	inchesWeight:	680	grams	(1.5	lbs)The	Nikon	16-
35mm	f/4	VR	is	a	hugely	popular	Nikon	wide	angle	lens,	and	is	a	more	versatile	option	for	photographers	than	the	formerly	mentioned	Nikon	14-24mm	f./2,8D.Aside	from	being	another	razor-sharp	ultra	wide	angle	lens	for	Nikon,	the	major	drawcard	of	the	Nikon	16-35mm	f/4	VR	is	the	addition	of	optical	image	stabilisation	(VR	=	Vibration
Reduction).In	fact,	this	is	the	first	wide	zoom	to	offer	inbuilt	optical	stabilisation,	allowing	you	to	do	things	not	previously	possible	with	a	wide	angle	lens.Nikon	16-35mm	f/4	|	Copyright	Paul	WooCompatible	with	both	FX	and	DX	Nikon	cameras,	the	Nikon	16-35mm	f/4	VR	offers	a	practical	and	usable	focal	range	thats	suited	to	a	wide	range	of
photographers.	Often	with	wide	angle	zoom	lenses,	youll	find	youll	only	shoot	at	its	widest	angle,	but	with	this	lens,	thats	not	the	case	35mm	is	a	classic	focal	length	which	provides	versatility	for	almost	every	situation.Its	at	the	16mm	end	of	the	focal	range	though	that	youll	be	purchasing	this	lens	for,	and	fortunately,	it	performs	very	well	indeed.
16mm	is	considered	ultra-wide	angle,	and	the	first	time	you	look	through	the	viewfinder,	the	field	of	view	is	almost	dizzying!Obviously	f/4	isnt	great	for	lowlight	situations,	despite	the	impressive	image	stabilisation	functionality	of	this	lens.	However,	if	youre	shooting	in	good	light	or	on	a	tripod	in	lowlight	(as	most	landscape/architecture
photographers	will	be	doing),	the	Nikon	16-35mm	f/4	VR	is	a	great	value	wide	angle	lens.Nikon	16-35mm	f/4	|	Copyright	Tony	WebsterThe	Nikon	16-35mm	f/4	VR	is	ultra	sharp,	and	focus	is	fast	and	accurate.	At	16mm	you	should	expect	some	healthy	distortion,	but	its	fixable	with	one	click	in	Lightroom	as	usual.The	Nikon	16-35mm	f/4	VR	also	allows
the	use	of	front-mounted	filters	(unlike	the	aforementioned	14-24mm	wide	angle	lens),	making	it	a	firm	favourite	for	those	wishing	to	shoot	wide	angle	long	exposure	shots	in	moderate	light.If	you	absolutely	need	to	shoot	in	low	light,	nothing	can	touch	a	fast	wide	angle	lens	like	the	Nikon	24mm	f/1.4G,	but	if	youre	going	to	be	shooting	in	decent	light,
the	Nikon	16-35mm	f/4	VR	is	a	useful	and	impressive	lens.Why	You	Should	BuyCompatible	with	both	FX	and	DX	Nikon	cameras,	it	offers	a	practical	and	usable	focal	range	thats	suited	to	a	wide	range	of	photographers.Check	Latest	Price	The	Best	Wide	Angle	Lens	for	Canon	CamerasAs	for	Canon	wide	angle	lenses,	Canon	currently	offers	13	wide	and
ultra-wide	EF	and	EF-S	prime	lenses	for	its	full	frame	and	APS-C	(cropped	sensor)	dSLRs.	There	are	also	seven	wide	angle	zoom	lenses	in	the	series,	bringing	the	grand	total	to	20	Canon	wide	angle	lens	options	for	photographers.Canon	even	offers	an	extreme	wide	angle	lens	focal	length	for	users	wanting	to	include	180	degrees	of	the	scene	in	front
of	them	with	the	crazy	Canon	8-15mm	f/4	Fisheye	USM,	which	can	be	used	on	both	full	frame	and	APS-C	to	achieve	the	warped	fisheye	look.Whilst	a	fisheye	lens	is	certainly	niche,	other	wide	angle	Canon	lenses	are	extremely	popular,	finding	a	place	in	many	of	the	photographers	camera	bags	here	on	Shotkit.	Canon	16-35mm	f/2.8	L	II
SpecificationsRecommended	Use:	Full	FrameAperture:	f/2.8Focal	Length:	16-35mmDimensions:	3.5	x	3.5	x	4.41	inchesWeight:	635	grams	(1.4	lbs)This	Canon	wide	angle	lens	is	big,	heavy	and	expensive	but	consistently	named	as	the	most	popular	Canon	wide	angle	zoom	lens	and	arguably	one	of	if	not	the	best	wide	angle	lens	Canon	has	to	offer.The
Canon	16-35mm	f/2.8	L	II	replaces	the	first	version	of	this	classic	Canon	wide	angle	lens,	bringing	with	it	a	sharper	image	when	shot	wide	open	at	f/2.8,	which	is	where	the	majority	of	its	users	will	no	doubt	be	shooting.If	youre	a	landscape	shooter	who	has	little	need	for	a	fast	lens,	save	some	money	and	go	with	the	original	Canon	16-35mm	f/2.8L
which	actually	has	better	sharpness	from	f/4	to	f/16.	You	may	also	be	interested	in	these	landscape	photography	tips.However,	sharpness	isnt	everything,	especially	when	it	comes	to	wide	angle	lenses.	Due	to	the	curvature	of	the	lens	in	order	to	achieve	ultra-wide	angles,	corner	sharpness	is	usually	an	area	where	wide	angle	lenses	struggle.Fans	of
the	Canon	16-35mm	f/2.8	L	II	love	the	useful	and	convenient	focal	range,	allowing	you	to	go	from	an	extreme	wide	angle	shot	to	a	more	classic	reportage	focal	length	in	one	twist	of	the	barrel.Construction	is	solid	as	with	all	L	series	lenses	of	this	calibre,	and	images	are	contrasty	and	clear.Canon	16-35mm	f/2.8	|	Copyright	Ian	PlantAs	for	focusing,	the
Canon	16-35mm	f/2.8	L	II	has	fast	and	consistent	autofocus,	making	it	a	popular	choice	for	Canon	wedding	photographers	wanting	some	crazy	compositions	on	the	dance	floor.One	thing	to	note	is	that	if	youre	a	landscape	or	architecture	photographer	who	uses	filters,	the	Canon	16-35mm	f/2.8	L	II	requires	the	larger	82mm	format	filter.The	Canon	16-
35mm	f/2.8	L	II	has	been	a	staple	for	many	working	pros	for	several	years	now	and	its	easy	to	see	why.	Solid	construction,	fast	focusing,	a	versatile	focal	range	and	sharp	image	reproduction	combines	to	create	a	lens	that	is	for	many	zoom	lens	shooters	the	best	wide	angle	lens	for	Canon	cameras.Why	You	Should	BuyIts	solid	construction,	fast
focusing,	a	versatile	focal	range	and	sharp	image	reproduction	combine	to	create	the	best	wide	angle	lens	for	many	zoom	lens	shooters.Check	Latest	Price	Canon	24mm	f/1.4	L	IICanon	24mm	f/1.4	L	II	SpecificationsRecommended	Use:	Full	FrameAperture:	f/1.4Focal	Length:	24mmDimensions:	3.7	x	3.7	x	3.43	inchesWeight:	648	grams	(1.43	lbs)The
Canon	24mm	f/1.4L	II	is	Canons	best	prime	wide	angle	lens	available	today.	Its	also	Canons	widest	angle	lens	with	an	aperture	greater	than	f/2.8.	If	you	need	a	Canon	wide	angle	lens	that	lets	in	as	much	light	as	possible,	there	really	only	is	one	option.For	the	average	consumer,	the	price	tag	on	the	Canon	24mm	f/1.4L	II	may	seem	expensive,	but	to
the	working	pro,	its	a	bargain	its	also	$500	cheaper	than	the	Nikon	equivalent.The	version	II	of	this	incredible	lens	is	slightly	larger	than	its	predecessor,	but	its	still	well	balanced	on	a	pro	dSLR	body.	Contrast	is	also	much	better	than	the	first	version,	especially	in	the	centre	of	the	frame	at	wide	apertures.Canon	24mm	f/1.4L	II	|	Copyright	Dan
ODayThanks	to	the	addition	of	an	extra	rounded	aperture	blade,	the	bokeh	when	shot	wide	open	is	more	pleasing	now	too.	Youll	have	to	be	close	to	your	subject	with	enough	background	distance	to	create	the	blurred	background	to	appreciate	this	though.Although	the	Canon	24mm	f/1.4L	II	isnt	particularly	sharp	wide	open	at	f/1.4,	stopping	down	to
f/2.8	produces	a	razor	sharp	image.	Corner	sharpness	is	very	good	throughout	and	there	is	very	little	distortion,	which	is	unusual	for	a	wide	angle	lens.The	Canon	24mm	f/1.4L	II	is	a	hugely	popular	lens	for	photojournalists	and	wedding	photographers,	who	often	pair	it	with	a	50mm	or	85mm	on	another	body.A	24mm	wide	angle	lens	allows	the
photographer	to	get	close	enough	for	a	dramatic	shot,	whilst	still	including	enough	background	to	tell	the	story.Canon	24mm	f/1.4	|	Copyright	Dan	ODay24mm	is	also	a	popular	focal	length	to	shoot	group	photos,	but	youll	obviously	have	to	stop	down	well	away	from	f/1.4	to	ensure	all	the	members	of	the	group	are	in	pin	sharp	focus.As	with	all	Canon
L	series	lenses,	the	Canon	24mm	f/1.4L	II	is	built	like	a	tank	to	last	a	life	time.	Pro	Canon	lenses	of	this	calibre	hold	their	value	very	well,	but	dont	buy	this	lens	if	youre	thinking	of	selling	it	on	in	the	future	once	you	have	a	go	with	it,	its	very	hard	to	put	down!The	Canon	24mm	f/1.4L	II	is	quite	simply	the	best	24mm	Canon	lens	available,	and	some
argue	that	its	the	best	wide	angle	Canon	lens	ever.Why	You	Should	BuyBuilt	like	a	tank	to	last	a	life	time,	it	is	Canons	best	prime	wide	angle	lens	available	today.Check	Latest	Price	Canon	28mm	f/1.8	USMCanon	28mm	f/1.8	USM	SpecificationsRecommended	Use:	Full	FrameAperture:	f/1.8Focal	Length:	28mmDimensions:	2.91	x	2.2	x	2.91
inchesWeight:	308	grams	(0.68	lbs)Not	all	great	Canon	wide	angle	lens	options	are	priced	for	the	professional,	and	this	little	28mm	offering	proves	the	point	well.At	around	$500,	you	can	get	a	fast,	lightweight	Canon	wide	angle	lens	that	offers	great	image	quality	and	can	slip	in	your	jacket	pocket	as	the	perfect	backup	lens.The	Canon	28mm	f/1.8
USM	is	an	older	lens	that	doesnt	feature	the	coveted	red	ring	of	the	L	glass,	but	dont	let	that	put	you	off	its	a	surprisingly	capable	lens	that	can	produce	sharp,	vivid	images.Autofocus	is	fast	and	accurate	and	with	a	closest	focusing	distance	of	just	1	foot,	you	can	create	some	engaging	portraits	by	highlighting	your	subject	and	including	enough
background	to	tell	the	story.Canon	28mm	f/1.8	|	Copyright	Steven	HerrschaftDistortion	and	other	aberrations	arent	an	issue	for	the	Canon	28mm	f/1.8	USM,	which	produces	consistently	clear,	contrasty	images	even	when	shot	wide	open	at	f/1.8.Incidentally,	unless	you	absolutely	need	an	f/1.4	wide	angle	lens	for	its	low	light	capabilities,	Id
recommend	you	choose	an	f/1.8	or	slower	Canon	wide	angle	lens.	A	larger	aperture	is	beneficial	for	increased	subject	separation	on	longer	lenses,	but	at	wide	angles,	this	separation	is	harder	to	achieve,	and	therefore	less	relevant.You	can	save	a	lot	of	money	by	buying	a	cheap	Canon	wide	angle	lens	such	as	the	Canon	28mm	f/1.8	USM.	If	you	find
yourself	needing	a	little	more	light,	take	advantage	of	your	cameras	higher	ISOs	instead.The	Canon	28mm	f/1.8	USM	has	over	200	positive	customer	reviews	on	Amazon	and	for	good	reason.	Its	a	cheap	Canon	wide	angle	lens	that	offers	a	highly	useable	perspective	in	a	small,	lightweight	package	that	feels	and	looks	great	attached	to	your
camera.Why	You	Should	BuyAt	around	$500,	you	can	get	a	fast,	lightweight	Canon	wide	angle	lens	that	offers	great	image	quality	and	can	slip	in	your	jacket	pocket	as	the	perfect	backup	lens.Check	Latest	Price	Canon	10-18mm	f/4.5-5.6	ISCanon	10-18mm	f/4.5-5.6	IS	SpecificationsRecommended	Use:	Crop	SensorAperture:	f/1.8Focal	Length:
28mmDimensions:	2.91	x	2.2	x	2.91	inchesWeight:	308	grams	(0.68	lbs)If	youre	looking	for	a	cheap	wide	angle	lens	for	Canon	APS-C	dSLRs,	look	no	further	than	the	Canon	10-18mm	f/4.5-5.6.Not	only	is	this	a	cheap	Canon	wide	angle	lens,	but	its	also	remarkably	good,	and	a	real	bargain	for	those	wanting	the	wide	angle	look	without	the	cost.The
Canon	10-18mm	f/4.5-5.6	is	lightweight,	small,	razor	sharp	and	optically	very	impressive.	It	also	adds	Image	Stabolization	(IS),	which	is	rare	for	a	Canon	wide	angle	lens.For	this	to	be	the	cheapest	wide	angle	lens	for	Canon,	a	few	corners	had	to	be	cut	in	the	build,	which	uses	plastic	in	the	place	of	metal.	However,	as	long	as	you	look	after	the	Canon
10-18mm	f/4.5-5.6	and	keep	it	out	of	extreme	weather	conditions	(since	theres	no	weather	proofing),	itll	serve	you	well	for	many	years.To	achieve	a	truly	wide	angle	perspective	with	a	Canon	APS-C	dSLR,	you	need	to	select	an	ultra-wide	wide	angle	lens	such	as	this	Canon	10-18mm	f/4.5-5.6.The	most	surprising	thing	of	all	is	that	the	Canon	10-18mm
f/4.5-5.6	has	little	distortion	throughout	most	of	its	range,	except	for	moderately	strong	barrel	distortion	at	10mm	and	a	bit	of	pincushion	distortion	at	16mm.	Both	these	issues	are	quickly	fixed	with	one	click	in	Lightroom.Since	this	Canon	wide	angle	lens	is	relatively	slow	(f/4.5-5.6),	it	is	not	intended	for	low	light	use.	The	Image	Stabilisation	works
well	for	hand	holding	shots	at	slower	shutter	speeds,	but	dont	expect	the	Canon	10-18mm	f/4.5-5.6	to	excel	when	the	sun	goes	down.If	youre	a	daylight	photographer	who	needs	a	small,	lightweight	and	cheap	wide	angle	lens	for	Canon,	the	Canon	10-18mm	f/4.5-5.6	is	by	far	the	best	choice	on	the	market.Why	You	Should	BuyFor	the	daylight
photographer	who	needs	a	small,	lightweight	and	cheap	wide	angle	lens	for	Canon.Check	Latest	Price	Canon	14mm	f/2.8L	IICanon	14mm	f/2.8L	II	SpecificationsRecommended	Use:	Full	FrameAperture:	f/2.8Focal	Length:	14mmDimensions:	3.15	x	3.15	x	3.7	inchesWeight:	644	grams	(1.42	lbs)Although	this	Canon	wide	angle	lens	is	slightly	more
expensive	than	the	equivalent	Nikon,	its	also	much	better,	with	significantly	less	distortion.14mm	is	ultra	wide	angle	lens	territory,	and	this	brings	with	it	some	challenges.	If	you	want	your	subject	to	have	any	kind	of	presence	in	the	frame	whatsoever,	you	need	to	be	prepared	to	get	in	very	close.The	Canon	14mm	f/2.8L	II	is	another	big,	heavy,
expensive	wide	angle	Canon	lens,	but	those	who	use	it	regularly	swear	by	it.Architectural	and	landscape	photographers	often	have	the	Canon	14mm	f/2.8L	II	in	their	camera	bags	due	to	its	unique	ability	to	control	the	horizontal	and	vertical	lines	in	a	photograph,	thanks	to	its	rectilinear	lens	construction.For	an	ultra	wide	angle	lens	(indeed,	Canons
widest	prime	lens)	to	be	able	to	produce	images	with	no	barrel	distortion	is	incredible.	Ive	heard	stories	of	architectural	photographers	selling	their	tilt	shift	wide	angle	lens	since	the	Canon	14mm	f/2.8L	II	does	such	a	good	job	at	keeping	lines	straight.Images	produced	by	the	Canon	14mm	f/2.8L	II	are	tack	sharp	front	to	back	and	the	colour/contrast
is	excellent.Canon	14mm	f/2.8L	II	|	Copyright	Aduro	ImagesThe	difference	between	shooting	at	14mm	compared	to	16mm	of	a	16-35mm	wide	angle	lens	for	example	may	not	seem	much	on	paper	but	its	actually	a	big	deal.	14mm	allows	even	the	tightest	of	spaces	to	expand	in	front	of	you,	making	the	Canon	14mm	f/2.8L	II	one	of	the	best	lenses	for
real	estate	photographers	who	need	to	make	interiors	look	as	spacious	as	possible.The	bulbous	front	element	and	tulip	shaped	un-removeable	hood	make	attaching	regular	filters	to	the	Canon	14mm	f/2.8L	II	impossible,	so	landscape	photographers	who	love	their	long	exposure	daylight	shots	will	struggle.However,	for	those	of	you	who	need	the	widest
of	wide	angle	Canon	lenses	with	the	very	best	performance,	the	Canon	14mm	f/2.8L	II	is	the	best	ultra	wide	angle	lens	available	today.Why	You	Should	BuyCanon	17-40mm	f/4LCanon	17-40mm	f/4L	SpecificationsRecommended	Use:	Full	FrameAperture:	f/4Focal	Length:	17-40mmDimensions:	3.31	x	3.31	x	3.82	inchesWeight:	498	grams	(1.1	lbs)The
Canon	17-40mm	f/4L	isnt	necessarily	a	cheap	wide	angle	lens,	but	compared	to	some	of	the	others	on	this	list,	its	certainly	a	great	bargain.If	having	a	fast	lens	like	the	excellent	Canon	16-35mm	f/2.8L	isnt	necessary	for	your	type	of	photography(i.e.	you	always	have	enough	daylight	for	a	sharp	shot),	save	your	money	and	invest	in	the	Canon	17-40mm
f/4L	instead.Not	only	your	wallet,	but	also	your	back	will	thank	you,	since	the	Canon	17-40mm	f/4L	is	lighter	too,	despite	its	solid	build	quality.	L	glass	usually	mean	heavy-weight,	but	this	Canon	wide	angle	lens	is	surprisingly	light	and	small	in	fact	the	Canon	17-40mm	f/4L	is	the	smallest/lightest	L	series	wide	angle	Canon	zoom	lens	available.Canon
17-40mm	f/4	|	Copyright	Matt	StreatfeildAdditionally,	17-40mm	is	the	largest	zoom	ratio	of	any	ultra	wide	angle	Canon	lens,	giving	you	great	versatility	from	a	single,	lightweight	lens.Autofocus	is	fast	and	accurate,	and	sharpness,	contrast	and	colour	are	all	very	impressive	for	this	relatively	cheap	Canon	wide	angle	lens	remember	that	you	need	to
spend	twice	as	much	to	get	a	lens	of	similar	image	quality,	but	just	one	stop	faster.17-40mm	is	actually	a	popular	walkaround	wide	angle	lens	option	for	both	hobbyists	and	professionals	alike.	17mm	can	handle	the	tightest	of	spaces	and	40mm	isnt	bad	even	for	portraits.	f/4	wont	be	creating	any	jaw-dropping	bokeh,	but	subject	separation	isnt	a	forte
for	wide	angle	lenses	in	general	anyway.If	youre	a	daylight	shooter	looking	for	a	cheap	wide	angle	lens	for	Canon	with	a	useful	focal	range,	you	only	really	need	the	Canon	17-40mm	f/4L.Of	course	cheap	is	relative,	and	the	Canon	17-40mm	f/4L	may	look	expensive	to	some,	but	for	Canon	L	glass	optics,	youll	struggle	to	find	a	better	deal	than	the
excellent	Canon	17-40mm	f/4L.Why	You	Should	BuyIf	youre	a	daylight	shooter	looking	for	a	cheap	wide	angle	lens	for	Canon	with	a	useful	focal	range,	this	is	the	lens	for	you.Check	Latest	Price	Third	Party	Branded	Wide	Angle	LensesEven	though	this	is	a	list	of	the	best	wide	angle	lenses	for	Nikon	and	Canon	cameras,	we	shouldnt	forget	about	3rd
party	manufacturer	wide	angle	lenses	that	are	compatible	with	both	systems.Its	easy	to	turn	your	nose	up	at	these	cheaper	(some	may	say	inferior)	offerings,	but	the	truth	is,	there	are	some	great	lenses	available	at	bargain	prices.Its	often	the	case	for	both	amateur	and	professional	photographers	that	specialist	ultra	wide	angle	lenses	are	only	used
for	certain	shots,	and	spend	the	majority	of	the	time	tucked	away	in	the	camera	bag.	This	is	often	true	for	wedding	photographers	who	may	need	one	ultra-wide	angle	just	incase	they	need	a	shot	of	a	large	wedding	group,	for	example.If	this	is	the	case,	its	arguably	better	to	save	some	money	by	investing	in	a	3rd	party	branded	wide	angle	lens,	and
spending	the	bigger	bucks	on	lenses	that	you	use	much	more.Whatever	your	usage	case,	heres	a	selection	of	the	best	wide	angle	lens	offerings	made	by	3rd	party	manufactures.	Sigma	24mm	f/1.4	ART	SpecificationsRecommended	Use:	Full	FrameAperture:	f/1.4Focal	Length:	24mmDimensions:	3.3	x	3.3	x	3.1	inchesWeight:	665	grams	(1.46	lbs)Since
its	release	in	2015,	the	Sigma	24mm	f/1.4	ART	has	caused	some	huge	ripples	in	the	wide	angle	lens	market.	If	theres	one	wide	angle	lens	that	has	caused	photographers	to	sell	their	more	expensive	big	name	brand	lenses	in	favour	of	a	cheaper	third	party	alternative,	this	is	it.At	less	than	half	the	price	of	its	Nikon	and	Canon	equivalents,	the	Sigma
24mm	f/1.4	ART	is	a	comparatively	cheap	wide	angle	lens	that	simply	excels.	The	debate	is	still	out	as	to	whether	the	Sigma	is	better	than	its	big	brothers,	but	it	most	certainly	can	hold	its	own	against	them.Sigma	24mm	f/1.4	ART	|	Copyright	Jay	CassarioExcellent	image	optics	top	the	list	of	the	Sigma	24mm	f/1.4	ARTs	accolades,	with	impressive
sharpness,	contrast,	colour	rendition	and	minimal	distortion.Build	quality	is	also	excellent,	despite	the	affordable	price	tag	when	compared	to	its	rivals.	Auto	focus	is	fast,	accurate	and	quiet	too.	(Full	review	of	the	Sigma	24mm	f/1.4	ART	here.)You	lose	weather	sealing	when	you	drop	to	this	price	for	a	fast	wide	angle	lens,	but	Ive	heard	of	users	using	a
thick	rubber	band	in	the	gap	between	the	lens	and	the	camera	body	to	stop	any	splashes	from	enterting.	If	you	have	no	plans	to	use	the	Sigma	24mm	f/1.4	ART	in	adverse	weather,	this	really	isnt	an	issue	anyway.The	ART	series	of	Sigma	lenses	is	hugely	popular	amongst	amateur	and	professional	photographers,	and	for	good	reason.	Quality	is	top-
notch	and	prices	are	affordable	enough	for	most	consumers	to	experience	pro-level	lens	performance.Sigma	24mm	f/1.4	ART	|	Copyright	Jay	CassarioDid	I	mention	the	Sigma	24mm	f/1.4	ART	is	insanely	sharp?!	Arguably	even	sharper	than	the	legendary	Canon	and	Nikon	24mm	equivalents,	making	this	lens	a	favourite	for	all	manner	of	photographer.If
youre	thinking	about	stepping	your	toes	into	the	wide	angle	waters	and	need	a	lens	that	can	be	used	in	low	light,	the	Sigma	24mm	f/1.4	ART	really	does	deliver	the	best	bang	for	the	buck	out	of	all	the	wide	angle	lens	offerings.	Amongst	the	third	party	wide	angle	lenses,	this	is	the	best	wide	angle	lens	available	today.Why	You	Should	BuyDesigned	to
achieve	truly	notable	optical	performance	and	is	ideally	suited	for	creative	and	artistic	applications.Check	Latest	Price	Tokina	11-16mm	f/2.8	AT	IITokina	11-16mm	f/2.8	AT	II	SpecificationsRecommended	Use:	Crop	SensorAperture:	f/2.8Focal	Length:	11-16mmDimensions:	4.02	x	4.02	x	4.02	inchesWeight:	548	grams	(1.21	lbs)I	chose	to	include	the
Tokina	11-16mm	f/2.8	AT	II	in	this	list	of	the	best	wide	angle	lenses	since	it	offers	a	fixed	f/2.8	aperture	throughout	its	zoom	range,	and	all	for	under	$500.	It	also	has	over	300	positive	reviews	on	Amazon.If	you	want	a	cheap	wide	angle	lens	for	your	Nikon	or	Canon	dSLR,	the	Tokina	11-16mm	f/2.8	AT	II	is	one	of	the	best	options	available.	As	well	as	its
fixed,	fast	aperture	of	f/2.8,	its	also	sharp,	well-built	and	a	lot	of	fun	to	use.Tokina	11-16mm	f/2.8	|	Copyright	Mohammad	Reza	Domiri	GanjiDistortion	on	a	lens	this	wide	is	definitely	noticeable,	but	easily	corrected	using	a	Lightroom	import	preset,	or	by	checking	one	box	in	the	Develop	module.	Its	a	small	trade-off	for	the	incredible	field	of	view	you
can	get	at	11mm.11-16mm	is	obviously	a	very	short	focal	range,	but	at	least	this	range	has	been	spread	out	on	the	zoom	ring,	making	it	easy	to	set	a	precise	composition	with	the	Tokina	11-16mm	f/2.8	AT	II.A	fun	aspect	of	the	Tokina	11-16mm	f/2.8	AT	II	is	that	you	can	focus	as	close	as	12,	which	can	result	in	some	hilarious	distortions,	especially	if
your	subject	is	off-centre.The	best	part	about	this	lens	is	that	it	has	an	internal	autofocus	motor,	meaning	that	is	can	autofocus	even	on	Nikons	cheapest	dSLRs.	Normally	lenses	which	feature	an	inbuilt	motor	are	more	expensive,	but	Tokina	has	managed	to	make	the	Tokina	11-16mm	f/2.8	AT	II	the	cheapest	ultra	wide	zoom	available	for	Nikon
cameras.Tokina	11-16mm	f/2.8	|	Copyright	Mohammad	Reza	Domiri	Ganji3rd	party	lenses	are	usually	poorer	built	than	their	big	name	counterparts,	but	this	isnt	the	case	with	the	Tokina	11-16mm	f/2.8	AT	II.	Its	still	made	of	plastic,	but	the	construction	is	much	stronger	than	the	Nikons	in	this	price	range.If	youre	looking	for	an	affordable	zoom	wide
angle	lens	with	a	fast,	fixed	aperture	for	your	Nikon	DX	dSlr,	the	Tokina	11-16mm	f/2.8	AT	II	really	is	hard	to	beat.	Just	check	out	the	hundreds	of	positive	reviews	on	Amazon	this	is	a	hugely	popular	lens,	and	deserves	its	place	in	this	best	wide	angle	lenses	roundup.Why	You	Should	BuyIf	youre	looking	for	an	affordable	zoom	wide	angle	lens	with	a
fast,	fixed	aperture	for	your	Nikon	DX	dSlr,	this	lens	is	really	hard	to	beat.Check	Latest	Price	Sigma	8-16mm	f/4.5-5.6	DCSigma	8-16mm	f/4.5-5.6	DC	SpecificationsRecommended	Use:	Crop	SensorAperture:	f/4.5-5.6Focal	Length:	8-16mmDimensions:	2.95	x	2.95	x	4.17	inchesWeight:	553	grams	(1.22	lbs)This	excellent	Sigma	wide	angle	lens	is
compatible	with	Canon,	Nikon,	Pentax,	Sony	and	of	course	Sigma	dSLR	cameras.	This	means	that	pretty	much	any	dSLR	camera	owner	can	take	advantage	of	this	impressive	and	immensely	popular	ultra	wide	angle	lens	at	an	affordable	price	point.The	Sigma	8-16mm	f/4.5-5.6	DC	is	consistently	named	as	one	of	the	best	wide	angle	lenses	for	crop
sensor	cameras	under	a	thousand	dollars.	In	fact,	youll	get	a	lot	of	change	from	a	grand,	with	Amazon	currently	selling	it	for	$699	with	free	shipping.So	where	does	this	cost-saving	occur	exactly?	Well,	as	with	most	third	party	lenses,	build	quality	and	mechanics	are	not	quite	on	par	with	the	big	name	brands.	The	Sigma	8-16mm	f/4.5-5.6	DC	has
decent	auto	focus,	but	it	cant	quite	keep	up	with	the	Nikon	and	Canon	equivalent	wide	angle	lenses.However,	most	ultra	wide	angle	lens	shooters	arent	interested	in	using	them	to	capture	fast	moving	action	this	territory	is	more	for	landscape,	architecture,	interior,	astrophotography	and	other	semi-static	subjects.Sigma	8-16mm	f/4.5-5.6You	can	use
the	Sigma	8-16mm	f/4.5-5.6	DC	on	a	full	frame	camera	but	I	wouldnt	recommend	it	since	vignetting	is	too	strong.	On	a	crop	sensor	body,	the	focal	length	is	equivalent	to	a	12-24mm,	and	performance	is	very	good.	Its	moderate	weight	also	means	that	smaller	bodies	wont	feel	too	unbalanced.For	such	a	wide	angle	lens,	the	Sigma	8-16mm	f/4.5-5.6	DC
is	impressively	sharp,	especially	when	shot	wide	open	at	f/4.5.	Most	users	will	no	doubt	be	shooting	wide	open	at	8mm,	and	centre-sharpness,	contrast	and	colour	are	all	excellent.	Its	only	in	the	edges	that	softness	is	apparent,	but	for	most	photographers,	this	wont	be	an	issue.Distortion	is	prevalent	in	almost	all	ultra	wide	angle	lenses,	and	the	Sigma
8-16mm	f/4.5-5.6	DC	is	no	different.	However,	Lightroom	corrects	this	with	one	click	Id	recommend	you	add	the	lens	correction	to	your	import	preset	to	apply	it	automatically	upon	image	import.If	you	need	an	ultra	wide	angle	lens	for	your	APS-C	camera,	there	isnt	really	much	choice	other	than	the	Sigma	8-16mm	f/4.5-5.6	DC	so	lucky	its	a	great
performer!	Just	shoot	it	wide	open	at	f/4.5	and	youll	be	happy	with	your	decision.Why	You	Should	BuyThis	excellent	lens	is	compatible	with	Canon,	Nikon,	Pentax,	Sony	and	of	course	Sigma	dSLR	cameras.	This	means	that	pretty	much	any	dSLR	camera	owner	can	take	advantage	of	this	impressive	and	immensely	popular	ultra	wide	angle	lens	at	an
affordable	price	point.Check	Latest	Price	Tokina	17-35mm	f/4Tokina	17-35mm	f/4	SpecificationsRecommended	Use:	Full	FrameAperture:	f/4Focal	Length:	17-35mmDimensions:	6	x	6	x	4	inchesWeight:	600	grams	(1.32	lbs)The	Tokina	17-35mm	f/4	is	designed	for	Nikon	and	Canon	full	frame	cameras	but	can	also	be	used	on	crop	sensor	bodies.	Offering
a	2x	zoom	at	a	moderately	wide	angle	zoom	range,	its	one	of	a	few	different	wide	angle	lenses	that	Tokina	produces.Build	quality	is	surprisingly	good	for	a	cheap	wide	angle	lens,	with	a	metal	(as	opposed	to	plastic)	lens	mount	and	solid	casing	that	should	stand	a	few	knocks	and	bumps.The	first	time	I	examined	files	from	the	Tokina	17-35mm	f/4,	I	was
quite	impressed.	Whilst	the	quality	wasnt	on	par	with	the	big	name	brands,	the	image	quality	was	much	better	than	youd	expect	from	such	a	lightweight,	cheap	wide	angle	lens.Tokina	17-35mm	f/4	|	Copyright	Dennis	RamosThe	focal	length	of	the	Tokina	17-35mm	f/4	is	perfect	for	most	people	looking	for	an	ultra	wide	wide	angle	lens.	17mm	allows
you	to	get	a	lot	in	the	frame,	whilst	35mm	has	been	the	preferred	choice	for	many	a	photojournalist	over	the	years.Being	an	f/4	lens,	you	wont	achieve	any	great	subject	separation	with	an	out	of	focus	area,	but	this	isnt	normally	the	realm	for	wide	angle	lenses	anyway.	Youll	also	need	to	crank	up	your	ISO	if	youre	shooting	anywhere	dark,However,	if
you	shoot	a	lot	in	well-lit	venues	or	outdoors	during	daylight	hours,	the	Tokina	17-35mm	f/4	is	a	very	capable	lens.Sharp	in	the	centre,	it	becomes	slightly	less	sharp	towards	the	edges,	but	this	is	only	noticeable	upon	closer	examination.	Based	on	many	users	opinions,	the	Tokina	17-35mm	f/4	seems	to	be	sharpest	when	stopped	down	to	f/5.6.Distortion
levels	are	also	impressive,	with	less	distortion	at	17mm	than	the	Nikon	equivalent	lens,	which	is	far	more	expensive.The	Tokina	17-35mm	f/4	takes	regular	77mm	filters,	making	it	a	great	wide	angle	lens	for	landscape	photographers	wishing	to	shoot	long	exposure	photos	in	daylight	(e.g.	waterfalls	with	flowing	water	or	landscape	shots	with	cloud
movement).Why	You	Should	BuyBuild	quality	is	surprisingly	good	for	a	cheap	wide	angle	lens,	with	a	metal	(as	opposed	to	plastic)	lens	mount	and	solid	casing	that	should	stand	a	few	knocks	and	bumps.Check	Latest	Price	What	are	wide	angle	lenses	good	for?Wide	angle	lenses	are	useful	for	when	you	want	to	fit	more	into	your	photograph.	For
example,	wide	angle	lenses	are	great	for	landscape	shots,	for	interiors	(such	as	real	estate	photos),	or	when	you	simply	want	to	show	more	of	the	background	to	the	scene	without	having	to	physically	distance	yourself	further	back.Which	Nikon	wide	angle	lens	should	I	buy?If	we	had	to	single	one	out,	wed	suggest	taking	a	look	at	the	Nikon	24mm
f/1.4G.	Theres	little	doubt	that	its	thebest	Nikon	wide	angle	prime	lens.	Though	its	on	the	heavy	and	pricey	side,	it	creates	beautifully	sharp	images	with	creamy	bokeh	and	minimal	distortion.Is	a	24mm	lens	a	wide	angle?Yes.	Any	lens	with	a	focal	length	of	35mm	or	less	is	considered	a	wide	angle	lens.	In	fact,	24mm	can	even	be	considered	an	ultra-
wide	angle	lens.How	do	I	choose	a	wide	angle	lens?Choosing	which	wide	angle	lens	is	best	for	you	will	come	down	to	a	number	of	factors	like	the	sensor	size	of	your	camera	(is	it	a	full-frame	or	are	you	going	to	have	some	crop	factor	to	consider?),	whether	you	prefer	a	fixed	focal	length	or	a	zoom,	and	other	attributes	like	the	quality,	weight	and	cost
of	the	lens.What	mm	is	a	wide-angle	lens?	To	give	you	a	wide	scope	of	view,	a	wide-angle	lens	has	to	have	a	focal	length	of	35mm	or	shorter.	The	shorter	the	focal	length	of	a	lens,	the	more	of	the	scene	you	get	to	include	inside	the	frame.What	are	the	standard	sizes	of	a	wide-angle	lens?	A	standard	wide-angle	lens	has	a	focal	length	of	2435	mm.	This
range	enables	you	to	get	the	perfect	wide	shot	with	the	minimum	distortion	possible.	If	you	wish	to	take	a	wider	shot,	you	might	want	to	try	the	wide	or	ultrawide-angle	lenses.	Movies	string	together	shots	with	different	compositions	and	camera	angles	in	order	to	tell	a	story.	By	carefully	choosing	your	camera	angle	in	each	of	those	shots,	you	can
influence	your	audiences	reaction.	Thus,	you	can	influence	your	audiences	interpretation	of	what	is	presented	on	screen.	Simply	put,	this	works	because	cinematographers	have	developed	a	complex	visual	language	for	storytelling	over	the	years.	At	the	same	time,	audiences	have	become	in-tune	with	common	filmmaking	techniques	and	their
connotations.	Bring	some	of	these	techniques	into	your	productions.	That	way,	you	can	more	easily	and	effectively	draw	the	audience	into	your	story.	The	type	of	story	youre	going	to	tell	affects	how	youre	going	to	shoot	it.	To	start,	figure	out	what	type	of	story	youre	telling.	Watch	and	think	about	stories	that	are	similar	to	yours.	Even	if	you	have	a
story	that	doesnt	fit	into	one	genre,	watch	stories	that	have	similar	elements	to	yours.	Learning	to	manipulate	and	control	your	camera	angles	to	enhance	your	storytelling	will	keep	your	audience	engaged.	This	is	why	camera	angles	are	an	essential	piece	of	cinematography.	Generally,	every	well-chosen	camera	angle	does	four	jobs:	It	delivers
information.	Wide	shots	provide	context	and	closeups	and	inserts	highly	important	details	or	emotions.	It	creates	impact.	Closeups	enhance	intensity;	high	and	low	camera	angles	suggest	power	or	lack	of	it;	off-level	shots	feel	dynamic	or	even	uneasy.	It	facilitates	editing.	Through	contrast	with	the	preceding	and	following	angles,	it	lets	the	editor
make	invisible,	or	at	least	unobtrusive,	edits.	It	enhances	performance.	Closer	shots	intensify	performances;	longer	shots	make	them	less	intense.	There	are	a	number	of	factors	that	define	as	specific	camera	angle.	These	include:	Field	of	view:	extreme	long	shot,	long	shot,	full	shot,	3/4	shot,	medium	shot,	head	and	shoulders	closeup,	closeup,	big
closeup,	extreme	closeup.	Horizontal	position:	front	angle,	3/4	angle,	profile	angle,	3/4	rear	angle,	rear	angle.	Vertical	position:	birdseye	angle,	high	angle,	neutral	angle,	low	angle,	wormseye	angle.	Camera	level:	normal,	Dutch	(off-level).	Finally,	we	can	also	describe	camera	angles	by	their:	Purpose:	master	shot,	establishing	shot,	insert,	cutaway.
Population:	single,	two	shot.	Lets	take	a	closer	look	at	the	functions	and	connotations	behind	each	of	these	factors.	Field	of	view	refers	to	everything	that	falls	within	the	frame	of	the	image.	A	cameras	field	of	view	is	determined	by	two	factors:	the	cameras	distance	from	the	subject	and	the	focal	length	of	the	lens.	There	are	different	types	of	common
shots	in	production	that	are	named	to	describe	their	field	of	view	in	relation	to	the	subject.	These	shots	include:	extra-wide,	wide,	medium,	close-up	and	extra	close-up.	Using	a	lens	with	a	short	focal	length	gives	you	a	wide	field	of	view.	This	allows	you	to	capture	a	lot	of	background	with	your	subject.	Lenses	with	wide	fields	of	view	also	decrease	the



perception	of	camera	shake,	making	them	a	popular	choice	for	hand-held	action	shots.	Wide-angle	lenses	also	seem	to	exaggerate	depth.	Thus,	subjects	in	the	rear	are	smaller	than	they	would	be	in	normal	perspective.	For	the	same	reason,	those	subjects	grow	rapidly	as	they	approach	the	camera,	making	them	seem	to	move	faster.	Everything	about
wide	angle	shouts	speed,	power	and	excitement.	Normal	lenses	As	usual,	normal	lens	settings	are	unobtrusive	because	their	images	look	like	what	we	see	in	real	life.	A	lens	with	a	long	focal	length	gives	you	a	narrow	field	of	view,	allowing	for	close-up	shots	to	be	achieved	with	the	camera	further	away	from	the	subject.	Lenses	with	narrow	fields	of
view	are	also	used	to	reduce	depth	of	field	and	make	the	subject	stand	out	from	the	background.	This	effect	is	great	for	camera	tricks	like	forced	perspective.	Miniatures	in	the	foreground	can	be	aligned	with	distant	scenery	so	they	look	full-size.	Cars	speeding	across	the	screen	can	just	barely	miss	cars	headed	at	them	toward	the	camera.	The	very
long	lens	reduces	the	apparent	distance	between	the	two,	concealing	the	fact	that	there	was	really	a	big,	safe	gap	between	them.	Emotionally,	long	lenses	often	convey	formality	and	a	certain	detachment.	They	keep	us	distant	from	the	action	even	as	they	magnify	it.	Paradoxically,	long	lenses	also	convey	suspense.	Like,	when	the	rescuing	hero	runs
desperately	toward	the	lens,	yet	runs	and	runs	and	runs	without	seeming	to	get	any	closer.	When	framing	up	people,	subject	size	is	usually	gauged	in	terms	of	a	standing	position.	In	a	long	shot,	the	person	is	in	the	middle	distance,	with	plenty	of	room	overhead	and	below	the	feet.	In	full	shot,	the	person	fills	the	frame	from	head	to	foot.	A	medium	shot
covers	waist-up	and	a	classic	closeup	frames	head,	neck	and	just	a	touch	of	the	shoulder.	Subject	size	has	further	divisions	within	each	general	category.	For	instance,	a	close	shot	may	be	a	medium	closeup,	a	closeup,	a	big	or	tight	closeup	or	an	extreme	closeup.	Some	wide	shots	function	as	establishing	shots.	This	is	because	they	include	the	area
around	the	subject(s)	and	give	a	sense	of	placement	in	an	environment.	We	all	remember	John	Fords	tiny	wagon	trains	dwarfed	by	the	vastness	of	Monument	Valley	or	a	gnat-size	Omar	Sharif	riding	out	of	a	mirage	in	Lawrence	of	Arabia.	Long	shots	literally	show	us	the	big	picture,	revealing	who	and	what	is	in	it	and	the	spatial	relationships	among
them.	Extreme	wide	shots	in	Lawrence	of	Arabia	emphasize	the	contrast	between	the	seemingly	endless	expanse	of	the	desert	with	the	tiny	human	subject	making	his	way	across	it.	Physically	distant	shots	are	often	also	emotionally	distant.	They	leave	the	viewer	detached,	observing	calmly	from	the	sidelines.	They	can	create	tension,	however,	when
they	withhold	details	of	tiny	subjects	that	viewers	desperately	want	to	examine.	In	the	classic	film	version	of	Henry	James	Turn	of	the	Screw	(released	as	The	Innocents),	we	can	just	make	out	an	indistinct	human	figure	on	the	far	side	of	a	lake.	Is	it	a	ghost?	We	cant	see	enough	to	tell.	Though	photographed	in	cheerful	sunshine,	the	shots	as	creepy	as
a	crypt	at	midnight.	This	shot	from	The	Innocents	uses	distance	to	obscure	details	about	the	subject	from	the	viewer.	Because	we	cant	see	the	subject	clearly,	we	must	make	inferences	based	the	little	information	we	do	have.	Midrange	angles,	including	full	shot	to	medium	closeups,	tend	to	be	inconspicuous	because	they	model	typical	human
perspectives.	When	you	want	the	video	camera	to	be	invisible,	framing	just	a	window	on	the	actual	world,	mid-range	setups	are	the	ticket.	This	medium	shot	from	Kong:	Skull	Island	is	wide	enough	to	show	some	details	of	the	setting,	but	close	enough	for	viewers	to	emotionally	connect	with	the	Tom	Hiddlestons	character,	James	Conrad.	Close	shots
tend	to	be	intense.	Moving	in	on	a	subject	enhances	its	importance.	The	bigger	a	subject	is	in	the	frame,	the	more	viewers	pay	attention.	Very	close	camera	angles	can	often	do	the	acting	for	the	performer.	In	the	golden	oldie,	A	Fistful	of	Dollars,	ultra-tight	closeups	of	Clint	Eastwood	tell	us	hes	planning	big	surprises	for	the	bad	guys.	We	know	this
even	though	his	face	is	totally	expressionless.	Clint	Eastwoods	job	is	made	a	little	easier	with	a	big	closeup	in	A	Fistful	of	Dollars.	This	camera	angle	serves	to	amplify	emotion.	Too	many	constricted	frames	can	produce	claustrophobia	in	viewers	which	can	be	great	inside	a	sub	like	Das	Boot,	but	not	as	a	general	rule.	Its	usually	better	to	range	between
three-quarter	two-shots	(knee-to-head)	and	normal	closeup	shots,	saving	the	really	tight	stuff	for	special	emphasis.	The	cameras	distance	from	the	subject	and	the	focal	length	of	the	lens	together	determine	how	much	of	the	subject	is	visible	in	the	frame.	These	factors	also	impact	the	subjects	apparent	size.	How	close	the	talent	is	in	the	frame	gives	us
a	feeling	of	how	close	they	are	to	us,	or	to	other	things.	This	was	used	spectacularly	in	Robert	Bentons	1979	drama	about	a	family	falling	apart,	Kramer	vs	Kramer.	Actor	Dustin	Hoffman	pushes	his	son	Billy	(played	by	Justin	Henry)	on	a	bicycle.	As	Billy	figures	out	how	to	ride,	the	camera	pulls	back	and	Billy	rides	toward	the	audience.	At	the	same
time,	Hoffman	gets	smaller	in	the	background,	presaging	Billy	leaving	his	father	and	the	distance	that	will	come	between	them.	Here,	what	seems	like	a	simple	shot	a	father	teaching	his	son	to	ride	a	bicycle	takes	on	layers	of	metaphor.	Horizontal	position	is	the	lateral	perspective	on	your	subject.	The	classic	angles	are	front,	three-quarter,	profile,
three-quarter	rear	and	rear.	Horizontal	position	helps	you	control	apparent	depth.	Profile	shots	are	flat,	whether	a	distant	car	traveling	parallel	to	the	camera	or	a	subject	walking	across	a	room.	This	makes	profile	shots	useful	in	conjunction	with	long	lenses.	Together,	they	allow	you	to	paint	action	on	the	plane	of	the	screen,	delivering	a	studied,
formal	effect.	Profile	views	often	appear	flat	while	three-quarter	views	create	more	depth.	Rear	angles	can	be	used	to	create	an	air	of	mystery	around	the	subject	since	the	subjects	face	and	expression	are	hidden	from	the	viewer.	Three-quarter	shots	(both	front	and	rear)	have	just	the	opposite	effect.	These	shots	enhance	depth	by	letting	subjects
move	toward	or	away	from	the	camera.	In	general,	three-quarter	setups	also	tend	to	produce	diagonal	lines	from	inside	walls,	buildings,	and	streets.	This	enhances	depth	and	adds	a	dynamic	quality	to	your	compositions.	In	conjunction	with	wide-angle	lenses,	which	also	exaggerate	apparent	depth,	three-quarter	views	are	great	for	action:	fights,
chases	and	the	like.	Of	course,	front	and	rear	angles	also	enhance	depth	with	moving	subjects,	but	they	send	other	signals	as	well.	Though	subjects	shouldnt	look	into	the	lens	(except	as	spokespersons),	front	angles	lend	a	presentational	quality	to	setups.	By	contrast,	rear	angles	especially	on	people	feel	closed	off	from	viewers.	We	naturally	want	to
see	faces.	Rear	angles	are	often	used	to	tease	the	audience	by	saying	this	is	someone	worth	showing	you,	but	you	cant	see	who	it	is	yet.	Vertical	position	is	the	height	of	the	camcorder	in	relation	to	the	subject:	birds-eye,	high,	neutral	or	eye-level,	low	and	worms-eye	vertical	angles	are	common,	again,	with	more	choices	in	between.	Shooting	a	subject
from	a	low	angle	can	make	them	seem	more	important	or	powerful.	Shooting	at	eye-level,	by	contrast,	puts	the	audience	on	more	equal	footing.	To	make	a	subject	appear	weak,	try	using	a	high	angle.	The	direction	from	which	we	see	people	has	a	big	impact	on	how	we	view	them.	This	is	partly	because	many	of	us	are	used	to	looking	down	at	children
and	up	at	adults.	However,	this	is	also	because	of	a	natural	intimidation	we	feel	from	things	bigger	than	we	are	churches,	giant	ships,	Godzilla,	etc.	Birds-eye	and	high	angles	lend	a	feeling	of	detachment,	of	being	literally	above	it	all.	Functionally,	theyre	invaluable	for	orienting	viewers	to	complicated	action	because	they	function	as	maps	of	the
shooting	environment.	As	you	might	expect,	neutral	angles	are	inconspicuous	because	they	approximate	the	usual	human	viewpoint.	Though	we	frequently	look	up	and	down,	we	spend	much	of	our	time	gazing	more	or	less	straight	ahead.	Looking	at	someone	at	eye-level	also	shows	them	to	be	an	equal.	In	Return	of	the	Jedi	when	Luke	meets	the	tiny
Jedi	master,	Yoda,	who	is	all	of	two	feet	tall,	youll	notice	that	Luke	is	sitting	on	the	ground	when	they	meet,	so	that	the	shots	are	all	done	at	eye	level.	In	fact,	Yoda,	despite	being	small,	is	very	consciously	mostly	filmed	at	eye	level.	Though	he	is	small,	as	he	says	Size	matters	not.	Finally,	high	and	low	angles	are	emotionally	important	in	framing	people.
High	angles	look	down	on	subjects,	making	them	weaker	and	less	important.	Low	angles	have	the	opposite	effect:	they	increase	power	and	importance.	In	making	corporate	videos,	its	good	practice	to	shoot	VIPs	from	slightly	below	eye	level.	Camera	level	is	another	factor	that	can	carry	a	big	emotional	load.	Normally,	cameras	are	kept	level	carefully,
so	that	horizontal	lines	and	horizons	are	parallel	to	the	top	and	bottom	of	the	frame.	But	artists	have	known	for	centuries	that	horizontal	lines	feel	static	and	vertical	lines	are	almost	as	quiet.	Diagonals,	by	contrast,	feel	active	and	dynamic	because,	psychologically,	tilted	objects	wont	stay	put;	theyre	falling	over.	Seen	in	real	life,	the	Tower	of	Pisa	is
one	very	scary	building!	To	capitalize	on	this	psychological	effect,	you	can	purposely	set	the	camera	off	level,	automatically	turning	every	horizontal	or	vertical	line	into	a	dynamic	diagonal.	Also,	because	falling	is	an	unsettling	experience,	off-level	setups	can	add	a	subtly	queasy,	creepy	feeling	to	a	shot.	Notice	how	often	directors	tend	to	use	these
creepy	angles	in	horror	flicks.	A	Dutch	or	canted	angle	gives	the	impression	that	elements	in	the	scene	are	unstable.	Using	these	types	of	angles	adds	motion	to	a	shot	that	might	otherwise	feel	static	and	can	be	a	great	way	to	convey	a	subtle	sense	of	unease.	Such	off-level	setups	are	called	Dutch	angles	because	they	were	popularized	by	German
(Deutsch)	directors	imported	to	Hollywood	in	the	1920s.	They	can	also	be	referred	to	as	canted	angles.	In	general,	story	programs	stick	to	moderate	angles	because	they	dont	call	attention	to	themselves.	When	skillfully	edited,	unobtrusive	camera	work	allows	viewers	to	feel	theyre	observing	real	life,	rather	than	just	watching	a	movie.	This	is
especially	true	of	comedy,	which	generally	avoids	big	closeups	(except	for	inserts)	and	maintains	a	neutral	attitude	toward	the	shenanigans	onscreen.	Dramas	are	similar,	except	that	they	feature	tighter	angles	to	increase	emotional	intensity	and	off-level	setups	to	create	uneasy	feelings	in	the	audience.	Action	pictures	also	use	a	lot	of	dutch	angles,
especially	in	combination	with	wide	angle	lenses.	The	tilted	verticals	seem	to	fall	forward	and	the	deep	wide-angle	perspective	increases	the	punch	of	fights	and	chase	scenes,	especially	when	movement	is	toward	the	camera	or	away	from	it.	The	combination	of	a	wide	shot	with	a	lower	perspective	enhances	the	apparent	speed	of	the	car	as	it	moves
toward	the	camera.	Story	programs	do	use	unusual	angles,	but	usually	for	effect.	A	sudden	birdseye	view	or	extreme	closeup	can	startle	the	audience	and	punctuate	important	action.	The	trick	is	to	save	these	punchy	setups	for	key	moments,	so	they	dont	lose	power	from	overuse.	Nonfiction	videos	typically	include	documentaries,	news	features	shot
in	the	field,	and	sports.	All	nonfiction	forms	share	the	problem	of	credibility:	The	camera	should	appear	to	be	a	mere	recording	device	that	captures	reality,	even	though	you	cant	help	changing	reality	through	your	framing	and	subject	matter	including	what	you	leave	out	of	the	frame.	To	enhance	the	feeling	of	neutrality,	camera	angles	tend	to	be,
well,	neutral,	favoring	setups	from	long	shot	to	loose	closeup	and	avoiding	extreme	wide	angle,	telephoto	and	off-level	views.	Nonfiction	projects	like	news	reports	and	documentaries	often	favor	neutral	camera	angles	that	dont	draw	attention	to	the	production	process.	These	rules	extend	to	interviews	and	the	talking	heads	featured	so	prominently	in
documentaries.	Subject	sizes	range	from	medium	shots	to	closeups	and	angle	shifts	from	shot	to	shot	are	strong	enough	for	easy	cutting,	but	not	extreme	enough	to	call	attention	to	themselves.	News	features	shot	in	the	field	follow	similar	rules.	Again,	the	objective	is	to	transmit	an	impression	of	reality	without	calling	attention	to	video	techniques.
On-camera	reporters	are	covered	in	3/4	or	medium	shots	(loose	closeups	at	night	so	theres	less	subject	to	light).	Of	course,	breaking	action	is	shot	from	whatever	angles	the	camera	person	can	get	often	with	long	telephoto	lenses	that	keep	the	operator	out	of	the	traffic,	the	riot	or	the	gun-fire.	These	shots	can	appear	detached	and	uninvolved	in	the
action.	Sports	videography	has	similar	problems	with	angles	and	lenses.	To	keep	off	the	playing	field,	videographers	use	long	shots	or	extreme	telephoto	lenses,	both	of	which	call	attention	to	the	shooting	process.	For	variety,	directors	get	closer	angles	on	coaches	and	players	on	the	bench,	plus	cutaways	of	the	spectators	in	the	stands.	Theres	a
paradox	here.	These	setups	may	call	attention	to	the	shooting	process,	but	audiences	are	now	so	used	to	them	that	they	actually	help	convince	viewers	that	the	events	shown	are	real.	For	that	reason,	some	fictional	sports	programs	will	use	sports-reporting	setups,	even	when	their	cameras	could	operate	right	in	the	middle	of	the	action.	Extreme	focal
lengths,	dutch	angles,	and	shock	cuts	continually	remind	viewers	this	is	a	movie	rather	than	a	window	on	real	life.	Taking	this	even	further,	instead	of	saying,	This	is	real	life,	some	documentaries	insist,	this	is	not	real	life;	its	a	movie	about	real	life.	In	this	extreme	verite	style,	the	rules	are	all	reversed.	Extreme	focal	lengths,	dutch	angles,	and	shock
cuts	continually	remind	viewers	this	is	a	movie	rather	than	a	window	on	real	life.	Available	light,	lens	flares	and	shaky	camera	moves,	all	no-nos	in	conventional	productions,	enhance	the	feeling.	Commercials	and	music	videos	share	several	characteristics.	They	usually	make	no	effort	to	conceal	shooting	or	editing	techniques.	In	fact,	they	seek
extreme	angles	and	lenses	because	bravura	movie-making	is	part	of	the	show.	Finally,	all	this	gee-whiz	videography	doesnt	wear	the	viewer	out	because	it	never	lasts	more	than	a	few	minutes	or,	for	commercials,	60	seconds.	As	far	as	camera	angle	goes,	commercials	demand	extreme	care	and	discipline.	In	a	message	that	may	last	as	little	as	ten
seconds,	every	single	setup	must	convey	a	maximum	of	information	in	a	minimum	amount	of	time.	That	means	finding	the	absolute	best	point	of	view	and	lens	for	each	and	every	shot.	All-in-all,	commercials	may	have	the	most	consistently	beautiful	images	of	all	the	genres	were	covering.	Music	videos	often	favor	more	extreme	angles	since	they
generally	arent	interested	in	hiding	the	production	process.	Rather,	they	often	show	it	off	with	impressive	technical	feats	and	experimentation.	Music	videos	combine	the	aural	music	on	the	soundtrack	with	the	visual	music	of	the	shots	and	cutting.	There	are	no	rules	regarding	camera	angle	for	this	genre,	except	that	the	images	should	be	as	striking
as	possible.	To	match	the	songs,	the	imagery	may	sometimes	be	far	from	beautiful,	but	they	usually	show	that	theyre	carefully	designed.	It	is	precisely	this	designed	look	that	sets	music	videos	and	commercials	apart	from	fiction	and	documentary	programs,	which	want	to	avoid	looking	contrived.	Special-purpose	videos	include	programs	for
corporations,	schools,	churches	and	community	organizations,	as	well	as	training	videos	made	to	convey	specific	knowledge	or	skills.	In	most	cases,	these	shows	stick	to	the	moderate	angles	and	neutral	viewpoints	of	documentaries.	When	these	programs	resemble	commercials	say,	to	introduce	a	product	or	polish	the	image	of	an	energetic,	forward-
looking	company	then	they	adopt	a	commercial	style,	with	the	dynamic	angles	and	lenses	youd	expect	to	find	in	a	car	ad.	Closeups	are	often	used	in	training	and	explainer	videos	to	highlight	the	key	details	of	a	process	or	product.	This	technique	ensures	that	the	most	important	information	makes	it	to	the	audience.	Training	videos	share	the
commercials	need	to	show	precisely	the	right	thing	at	the	right	time	from	the	right	camera	angle.	All	training	programs	rely	on	inserts	to	deliver	essential	details,	and	videos	about	school	or	factory	bench-top	operations	tend	toward	very	large	subject	sizes,	achieved	with	telephoto	lenses,	so	that	the	videographer	can	stay	out	of	the	action	and	the
lighting	on	it.	One	of	the	best	ways	to	learn	how	to	control	your	audiences	perspective	with	your	camera	work	is	to	study	the	visuals	of	great	stories	that	are	similar	to	yours	and	see	how	the	cinematographer	accomplished	it.	Most	film	genres	have	films	that	have	revolutionized	the	way	that	type	of	film	was	shot	such	as	Stage	Coach	for	westerns,
Blade	Runner	for	science	fiction	and	Die	Hard	for	action	films.	Study	these	types	of	films	to	help	you	understand	how	shot	choice	drives	these	stories.	It	will	help	you	to	make	similar	decisions	on	your	projects.	Wide	angle	shots	can	tell	us	more	about	the	scene	and	the	surrounding	landscape.	They	put	the	characters	in	context.	Here	John	Ford	uses	a
wide	angle	shot	to	emphasize	the	incredible	landscape	of	the	Wild	West.	Of	course,	theres	no	substitute	for	hands-on	experience,	so	make	sure	to	practice	what	you	have	watched.	The	shots	that	you	choose	for	your	videos	should	all	serve	to	further	the	effectiveness	of	your	storytelling.	Individual	shots	can	create,	enhance	and	maintain	a	mood.	Good
directors	and	directors	of	photography	have	an	emotional	rationale	for	every	camera	placement.	Every	day	of	your	life	is	a	day	learning	more	about	your	craft.	Use	your	time	wisely,	study	the	masters	and	continually	improve.	Be	a	perpetual	student	of	cinema.	Thats	your	homework	for	this	month.	Photography	isnt	just	about	having	the	latest	or	most
expensive	camera;	its	about	the	photographers	unique	perspective.	While	beautiful	images	evoke	thought	and	emotion,	the	technique,	especially	camera	angles,	plays	a	crucial	role	in	conveying	a	narrative.	Below,	we	summarize	the	main	camera	angles	discussed	in	this	insightful	blog	post.	Birds	Eye	View	/	High	Camera	Angles:	Capturing	from	above
can	create	a	sense	of	freedom	or	omnipotence,	offering	a	dramatically	different	perspective.	Shooting	from	Below	/	Low	Camera	Angles:	Elevates	the	subject,	making	it	appear	more	powerful	or	imposing.	Looking	Straight	On	/	Point-of-View:	Creates	intimacy	and	direct	connection	with	viewers,	making	them	feel	part	of	the	scene.	Working	from	the
Side:	Offers	a	profile	view	that	can	add	depth	and	context.	Wide	Angles	Views:	Capture	a	broader	scene,	providing	more	context	and	often	emphasizing	scale.	Close	Ups	Shots:	Highlight	fine	details	and	evoke	strong	emotions	by	focusing	tightly	on	the	subject.	Tilted	Angles:	Add	a	dynamic,	sometimes	unsettling	feel,	which	can	intensify	the	viewers
experience.	By	mastering	these	camera	angles,	photographers	can	craft	images	that	not	only	capture	scenes	but	also	evoke	powerful	emotional	responses.	Photography	isnt	all	about	who	has	the	latest,	most	expensive	camera.	Its	each	persons	unique	eye	that	makes	the	medium	so	captivating.	Photographs	go	beyond	beauty	in	the	hands	of	a	talented
image-maker,	a	photograph	can	evoke	thought	and	emotion.	However,	feelings	arent	dictated	by	subject	matter	alone.	The	most	successful	photographers	carefully	consider	how	a	technique	can	strengthen	the	narrative	that	theyre	trying	to	build.	One	of	the	most	effective	ways	to	do	so	is	to	be	cognizant	of	your	camera	angles.	What	exactly	does	the
term	camera	angle	refer	to?	In	short,	the	term	describes	the	location	of	your	cameras	lens	in	relation	to	its	subject.	Camera	angles	directly	impact	the	aesthetic	and	composition	of	an	image.	However,	they	also	hold	significant	psychological	leverage	over	a	viewer.	In	the	following	segments,	well	go	over	some	of	the	most	common	camera	angles	and
how	you	can	use	them	to	strengthen	your	shots.	Just	as	the	name	implies,	shooting	from	a	birds	eye	view	forces	viewers	to	look	down	on	a	subject.	Because	of	this,	dramatically	high	angles	can	convey	a	sense	of	freedom	or	omnipotence.	From	high	up,	its	possible	to	capture	an	expansive	area	in	a	small	field	of	view,	which	makes	the	world	itself	seem
quite	small.	Shooting	from	a	high	vantage	point	can	sometimes	provide	a	dramatically	different	view	of	a	subject.	At	times,	the	subject	may	even	appear	to	be	abstracted,	bringing	textures,	colors,	and	patterns	to	the	forefront	of	our	attention.	The	birds	eye	view	camera	angle	Shooting	with	a	high	camera	angle	can	emphasize	or	distort	the	features	of
a	human	and	animal	subject.	Bodies	often	appear	smaller,	while	the	eyes	and	top	of	the	head	are	magnified.	As	a	result,	subjects	come	across	as	demure,	submissive,	or	weak	in	comparison	to	the	viewer.	High	camera	angle	Conversely,	a	low	camera	angle	can	give	subjects	a	powerful,	imposing	presence	within	a	photograph.	When	looking	from	the
ground	up,	a	person	can	seem	larger	than	life.	As	a	result,	shooting	from	a	low	angle	can	make	a	viewer	feel	vulnerable	by	forcing	them	to	look	up.	Shooting	from	below:	point	your	camera	upwards	from	a	lower	elevation	People	arent	the	only	things	that	look	big	from	a	low	angle.	Just	about	any	object	can	be	endowed	with	a	sense	of	importance	with
the	right	perspective.	Oftentimes,	photographers	utilize	low	camera	angles	to	emphasize	the	heights	of	trees	or	buildings.	Low	camera	angles	work	perfectly	for	architecture	photography	There	are	several	technical	reasons	that	prompt	photographers	to	shoot	from	a	low	angle	as	well.For	instance,	a	portrait	photographer	might	shoot	at	a	very	slight
angle	to	make	their	subject	look	more	natural	by	counteracting	any	squat	appearance	that	might	result	from	lens	distortion.	A	photographer	in	a	busy	environment	might	shoot	upwards	to	isolate	an	object	from	the	surrounding	hustle	and	bustle.	Shooting	from	straight	on	is	a	very	matter-of-fact	way	of	approaching	a	photograph.	Something	about
looking	at	a	subject	face-to-face/eye-to-eye	feels	very	honest.	Rather	than	being	a	fly	on	a	wall,	the	viewer	experiences	the	world	from	the	photographers	perspective.	Even	a	non-sentient	subject,	such	as	a	road,	can	feel	as	though	its	pointed	directly	towards	you.	In	the	photographers	shoes,	you	must	interact	with	the	composition	head-on.	The	straight
view	When	photographing	a	person	straight	on,	the	subject	can	seem	almost	confrontational	at	times.	When	they	arent	looking	into	the	cameras	lens,	it	can	imply	that	something	is	happening	just	beyond	the	frame,	perhaps	right	over	the	photographers	shoulder.Even	if	your	subject	isnt	looking	directly	into	the	lens,	this	perspective	gives	viewers	the
undeniable	feeling	that	they	are	a	part	of	the	scene.	Shooting	at	eye	level	Placing	a	subject	to	the	side	turns	viewers	into	voyeurs.	As	mentioned	above,	shooting	from	eye	level	makes	it	seem	as	though	we	are	in	the	photograph	itself.	However,	when	the	subject	is	faced	away	from	the	camera	entirely,	its	easy	to	feel	more	like	an	unseen	observer	than
an	active	presence.	The	further	the	distance	between	the	camera	and	subject,	the	more	the	effect	is	intensified.	Side	camera	angles	A	side	profile	has	a	few	subtle	psychological	implications.	Viewers	are	forced	to	ask	themselves	whether	theyre	being	undetected	or	intentionally	ignored.	When	the	eyes	meet	the	cameras	gaze	(but	the	body	is	faced
away),	the	subject	may	come	off	as	being	shy	or	off	guard.	Any	wide	image	is	going	to	provide	the	bigger	picture	of	a	scene	and	create	a	sense	of	distance	for	viewers.	These	camera	angles	put	us	in	the	position	of	an	audience	member.There	are	a	few	different	wide	angle	shots	that	photographers	and	cinematographers	may	take	advantage	of.
Extreme	long	shots	are	easy	to	get	lost	inside	of,	as	theyll	capture	incredibly	expansive	landscapes.	Oftentimes,	films	will	use	extreme	long	shots	for	opening,	establishing	scenes.	These	frames	will	make	viewers	feel	small,	and	may	even	be	awe-inspiring.	Extreme	long	shot	camera	angle	Straight	long	shots,	on	the	other	hand,	will	hone	in	on	a	more
specific	scene.	Viewers	will	still	feel	like	observers.	However,	theyll	get	a	closer	look	at	where	the	action	is	happening.	Rather	than	the	cityscapes	and	mountain	ranges	of	an	extreme	long	shot,	a	straight	long	shot	may	stick	to	a	street	or	a	singular	room.	Long	shot	camera	angle	Staging	camera	angles	are	a	special	type	of	long	shot,	where	subjects	are
present	throughout	the	scene.	As	the	name	implies,	its	helpful	when	composing	these	images	to	imagine	viewing	a	stage.	Different	players	act	independently,	but	a	unified	setting	brings	everything	together.	Staging	camera	angle	Close-up,	macro	shots	are	all	about	the	most	essential	elements	of	a	photograph.	Rather	than	showing	off	a	grand	scene,
these	shots	focus	on	details	like	texture,	color,	and	line.	Theyre	intimate,	inherently	bringing	us	closer	to	the	subject	at	hand.	When	working	with	living	subjects,	they	offer	viewers	a	chance	to	connect.	Just	by	concentrating	on	a	small	piece,	its	possible	to	find	a	window	to	a	subjects	personality	or	essence.	Close-up	camera	angle	Even	inanimate
objects	can	seem	more	alive	when	seen	up	close.	The	perspective	amplifies	every	motion	and	feature.	Macro	photography	can	engulf	a	viewer	in	the	same	way	a	wide-angle	view	can.	Oftentimes,	the	identity	of	what	youre	looking	at	becomes	unclear,	making	it	an	excellent	choice	for	abstract	photographers.	The	subject	itself	no	longer	becomes	the
priority	of	the	photograph.	Get	close	up:	macro	photography	detail	shot	Also	known	as	a	Dutch	angle,	tilts	were	once	commonplace	among	avant-garde	artists.	Theyre	fewer	and	farther	between	these	days	but	can	still	have	a	dynamic	effect	on	a	photograph.	We	are	used	to	experiencing	the	world	on	the	ground	level.	A	slight	tilt	throws	everything	off
balance	and	causes	tension	for	viewers.	Depending	on	which	way	an	angle	is	facing,	tilts	can	feel	smooth	and	natural	or	as	if	theyre	resisting	gravity	altogether.	The	dutch	camera	angle	Tilts	can	be	difficult	to	pull	off.	Extreme	tilts	often	seem	absurd	and	over	the	top.	Subtle	tilts,	on	the	other	hand,	run	the	risk	of	being	misattributed	to	a	technical
mistake.	However,	when	the	right	balance	is	found,	a	tilt	can	conjure	powerful	emotions.	Depending	on	the	subject	matter	at	hand,	this	angle	can	convey	danger	or	confusion	and	imply	something	ominous.	On	the	other	hand,	a	tilt	can	be	quirky	and	humorous	when	paired	with	awhimsical	subject	matter.	Theres	a	time	and	a	place	for	every
perspective.	When	composing	an	image,	its	important	to	consider	what	you	would	like	to	communicate	with	your	audience.	Photography	doesnt	have	to	be	a	straightforward,	no-nonsense	representation	of	a	subject.	In	just	one	image,	its	possible	to	tell	a	nuanced	story.	Using	camera	angles	to	your	advantage	only	strengthens	the	narrative.	Why	is
focal	length	important	in	photography?	Do	you	really	need	to	understand	it	to	take	good	photos?Understanding	focal	length	and	how	it	affects	your	angle	of	view	is	crucial	for	every	photographer.It	will	help	you	when	youre	out	taking	photographs,	but	also	give	you	knowledge	thats	important	when	choosing	a	camera	and	lens,	and	an	understanding	of
how	the	two	work	together	to	determine	how	much	of	the	scene	in	front	of	you	can	be	captured.So	lets	dive	into	everything	you	need	to	know	about	focal	lengths.	Focal	length	is	the	system	used	in	photography	to	describe	how	wide	or	tight	a	lens	is.	Listed	as	a	number	and	measured	in	millimetres	e.g.,	35mm,	85mm	it	tells	you	how	much	of	a	scene	a
lens	can	capture,	and	how	big	subjects	will	appear.The	number	gives	an	indication	of	the	angle	of	view	that	a	lens	can	see.The	lower	the	focal	length	number,	the	wider	the	angle.	The	higher	the	number,	the	narrower	the	angle	(and	the	more	zoomed-in	the	result).Prime	lenses	have	a	fixed	focal	length	and	are	described	by	one	number	e.g,	50mm.	The
angle	of	view	cannot	be	changed.Zoom	or	telephoto	lensesallow	you	to	change	the	focal	length	and	the	lens	is	described	by	two	numbers	the	minimum	and	maximum	focal	lengths.	For	example,	a	typical	zoom	lens	might	have	a	focal	length	of	18-55mm,	or	24-70mm.Focal	length	comes	from	the	distance	between	a	specific	part	of	a	lens	(the	optical
centre)	and	the	image	sensor	(or	film	plane)	where	the	image	is	recorded.The	wider	the	angle	of	view	that	a	lens	offers,	the	smaller	this	distance,	and	the	lower	the	number.How	do	you	calculate	lens	focal	length?What	is	the	Angle	of	View?Angle	of	view	describes	how	wide	or	narrow	a	lens	is.	When	looking	at	a	scene,	a	wider	angle	of	view	will
capture	a	greater	area	while	a	narrower	angle	of	view	will	capture	a	smaller	area.If	you	imagine	your	arms	as	capturing	the	scene	in	front	of	you,	holding	them	straight	out	on	each	side	would	give	a	180	angle	of	view.	Holding	your	arms	out	with	your	hands,	say,	one	inch	apart,	your	angle	of	view	might	be	just	1.A	35mm	lens	might	give	an	angle	of
view	of	63,	an	85mm	lens	might	give	you	29,	and	a	200mm	lens	just	12.You	will	also	encounter	the	term	field	of	view	and	for	most	camera	manufacturers,	angle	of	view	and	field	of	view	are	the	same	thing.However,	some	technically-minded	photographers	will	argue	is	that	field	of	view	is	slightly	different	from	the	angle	of	view	as	it	is	also	determined
by	the	size	of	the	sensor	inside	your	camera.As	will	be	explained	below,	a	24mm	lens	might	have	a	59	field	of	view	when	used	on	a	full-frame	camera,	but	a	94	field	of	view	when	used	on	an	APS-C	camera.You	can	learn	more	about	the	pros	and	cons	of	full-frame	and	crop	sensor	cameras	hereand	also	discoverwhat	is	field	of	view	in	cameras.	Focal
length	determines	how	much	of	a	scene	you	will	be	able	to	capture,	but	also	how	big	your	subjects	will	appear.A	wide-angle	lens	will	let	you	capture	more	of	the	scene	in	front	of	you	but	subjects	will	appear	smaller	compared	to	using	a	lens	with	a	longer	focal	length.In	addition,	a	longer	lens	i.e.,	a	lens	with	a	longer	focal	length	will	compress	the
scene.	This	means	that	the	subject	and	the	background	will	appear	to	be	closer	together.In	the	below	example,	one	photograph	was	taken	at	a	focal	length	of	24mm	and	the	other	at	a	focal	length	of	70mm.I	took	the	24mm	photograph	first.	To	keep	the	teddy	bear	the	same	size	in	relation	to	the	frame,	I	stepped	further	away	from	the	chair	and	took	a
photograph	at	70mm.Note	that	the	tree	in	the	background	looks	further	away	on	the	left	and	closer	on	the	right.You	might	notice	other	differences.	For	example,	the	chair	appears	to	be	wider	in	the	24mm	photo	and	narrower	in	the	70mm	photo.This	is	because	the	lens	focal	length	changes	the	geometry	of	a	scene.Taking	portraits	with	a	wide-angle
camera	lens	can	make	a	subjects	face	look	distorted,	stretching	out	their	nose	and	making	their	face	look	very	narrow.	This	is	because	the	wide-angle	lens	requires	you	to	be	much	closer	to	your	subject.Wide-angle	lenses	introduce	distortion,	seeming	to	stretch	parts	of	the	scene,	particularly	towards	the	edges	of	the	frame.(See	also:	What	Is	the	Best
Focal	Length	for	Portraits?)Consider	the	chair	in	the	photos	below:Then	consider	the	distance	between	the	legs	in	relation	to	the	distance	between	the	camera	and	the	chair.The	different	ratios	are	responsible	for	the	difference	in	how	the	camera	perceives	each	chair	geometrically	when	shooting	at	different	focal	lengths.This	difference	in	ratios	also
explains	why	the	tree	looks	further	away	when	shot	at	24mm	and	closer	when	shot	at	70mm.Another	effect	is	that	the	background	is	more	blurry	at	the	70mm	focal	length	compared	to	the	24mm	focal	length:This	is	because	lenses	with	a	longer	focal	length	create	images	that	have	a	shallower	depth	of	field.	A	shallow	depth	of	field	means	that	less	of
the	scene	will	be	in	focus.There	are	other	factors	that	affect	the	depth	of	field:	how	close	the	in-focus	subject	is	to	the	lens	and	the	size	of	the	aperture.You	can	read	more	about	the	effect	of	a	shallow	depth	of	field	hereand	how	to	get	infinite	depth	of	field	here.	Annie	Sprat	(left)	and	Bryce	EvansTrying	to	decide	which	focal	length	is	best	all	comes
down	to	personal	preference	and	what	it	is	that	you	are	photographing.For	example,	some	landscape	photographers	prefer	to	work	with	ultra-wide-angle	lenses	such	as	14mm.	Other	photographers	prefer	much	longer	focal	lengths	for	capturing	the	same	scene.Choosing	which	focal	length	to	use	will	usually	be	determined	by	how	big	you	want	your
subject	to	be	within	your	photograph	and	how	close	you	can	position	yourself.If	youre	photographing	an	interior,	you	might	be	better	off	with	20mm	or	even	wider	focal	lengths	as	you	wont	have	much	space	in	which	to	work.As	seen	above,	distortion	is	also	a	factor.	Longer	focal	lengths	of	50mm	and	above	tend	to	be	better	for	portraits	as	they	are
more	flattering	to	facial	features.Longer	lenses	such	as	105mm	or	200mm	are	good	for	sports	where	the	action	is	happening	quite	far	away	from	you.	For	most	of	photographys	history,	photographs	were	taken	on	film,	recording	images	that	measured	36mm	tall	and	24mm	wide.With	the	sprocket	holes,	the	physical	film	was	35mm	in	height,	giving	the
film	the	name	35mm.	(Confusingly,	35mm	film	is	sometimes	referred	to	as	135	format.)When	digital	sensors	were	invented,	this	36	x	24mm	image	was	used	as	the	standard	and	is	now	called	full	frame.Other	camera	sensor	sizes	exist	most	of	which	are	smaller	than	full-frame	such	as	APS-C,	Micro	Four	Thirds,	One	Inch,	and	many	others.	(There	are
larger	sensors,	too.)When	light	passes	through	a	lens,	the	scene	being	captured	is	projected	by	the	lens	as	a	circular	image	which	is	directed	onto	the	camera	sensor.	If	a	sensor	is	smaller,	less	of	that	image	circle	falls	onto	the	sensor:As	you	can	see,	less	of	the	scene	is	captured.	For	this	reason,	an	APS-C	sensor	is	often	called	a	crop	sensor	as	it
doesnt	capture	as	much	of	the	image	when	compared	to	full-frame.The	image	shown	above	was	taken	on	a	full-frame	camera	using	a	50mm	lens.	If	the	camera	were	to	be	swapped	out	for	an	APS-C	camera,	the	resulting	image	would	be	narrower	because	the	smaller	sensor	captures	a	smaller	field	of	view.In	fact,	it	would	be	like	using	a	lens	with	a
focal	length	of	80mm	on	a	full-frame	camera.For	this	reason,	when	photographers	discuss	lenses	for	APS-C	and	Micro	Four	Thirds	cameras,	you	will	hear	them	talk	about	the	equivalent	focal	length.Equivalent	focal	length	refers	to	the	focal	length	of	a	lens	that	would	give	the	same	field	of	view	on	a	full	frame	camera.(This	can	be	confusing	because
full	frame	cameras	are	frequently	called	35mm	cameras!	You	might	hear	photographers	say	that	a	20mm	lens	is	the	35mm	equivalent	of	32mm	as	if	this	wasnt	complicated	enough!)For	example,	a	full-frame	sensor	is	1.6	times	bigger	than	an	APS-C	sensor.	A	50mm	lens	used	on	an	APS-C	camera	would	be	like	looking	through	an	80mm	lens	on	a	full-
frame	camera.(Note:	Canon	and	Sony	APS-C	sensors	have	a	crop	factor	of	1.6x.	Sony	APS-C	sensors	are	a	slightly	different	size	and	have	a	crop	factor	of	1.5x.	Micro	Four	Thirds	sensors	have	a	crop	factor	of	2x.)Heres	a	guide	to	lenses	for	Sony	APS-C	sensor	cameras.	Voice	+	VideoDifferent	focal	lengths	tend	to	get	used	for	certain	types	of
shooting.Here	are	the	different	types	of	lens	(though	some	photographers	would	place	these	boundaries	differently!)	and	some	broad	generalisations	about	how	they	are	used:Fisheye:	Lenses	with	focal	lengths	around	8-12mm	produce	a	very	distorted,	circular	image.	Such	lenses	were	popular	with	skateboarders	during	the	1990s.Ultra-wide:
Anything	up	to	24mm.	Often	used	for	dramatic	landscapes,	extreme	sports,	and	real	estate	photography.	They	give	a	huge	amount	of	depth	of	field.Wide:	24mm	to	35mm.	General	use,	street	photography,	full-length	portraits,	landscapes,	architecture.	They	give	lots	of	depth	of	field.Standard:	40mm	to	75mm.	General	use,	group	portraits,	street
photography,	architecture,	mid-length	portraits.	Its	easier	to	separate	your	subject	using	the	shallow	depth	of	field.Telephoto:	85mm	to	300mm.	Portraits,	headshots,	wildlife,	photographing	sports	from	the	sidelines.	The	depth	of	field	is	very	shallow.Super	telephoto:	300mm	and	longer.	Distant	subjects,	particularly	animals	and	birds.	The	depth	of
field	is	razor-thin.	These	lenses	can	be	incredibly	expensive.For	more	information	on	different	focal	length	lenses,	check	out	this	useful	article.	Ganda	LukmanA	prime	lens	has	a	fixed	focal	length	and	isnt	as	versatile	as	a	zoom	lens.	However,	using	a	prime	lens	makes	you	move	around	which	some	photographers	prefer	as	it	makes	them	more	creative
and	involved	with	the	scene.Zoom	lenses	particularly	the	non-professional	ones	tend	not	to	be	as	sharp	as	prime	lenses.Prime	lenses	are	often	cheaper	and	more	compact;	they	also	often	have	a	much	larger	maximum	aperture.For	more	information	on	the	differences,	check	out	this	article.	What	is	50mm	focal	length	good	for?50mm	is	probably	the
most	versatile	focal	length	for	a	prime	lens.	Its	great	for	portraits,	landscapes,	and	street	photography,	and	if	it	has	a	maximum	aperture	of	f/1.8,	it	will	teach	you	about	using	a	shallow	depth	of	a	field.How	far	can	a	600mm	lens	see?A	600mm	lens	will	bring	distant	objects	very	close.	As	a	guide,	the	moon	will	fill	about	of	the	frame	when	using	a	full-
frame	camera,	and	when	shot	from	about	ten	metres,	a	hummingbird	will	fill	around	half.Why	is	35mm	the	best	focal	length?35mm	is	a	very	versatile	focal	length	that	is	great	for	everyday	use.	Theres	a	good	depth	of	field	which	means	that	most	of	your	photographs	will	be	sharp,	and	theres	enough	space	in	the	frame	that	photographing	pets	and
children	will	not	be	too	challenging	if	theyre	moving	quickly!What	is	the	best	focal	length	for	portraits?Photographers	often	think	that	85mm	or	longer	are	the	best	focal	lengths	for	portraits	as	50mm	and	below	can	cause	facial	features	to	become	distorted.	However,	even	35mm	can	be	great	if	you	want	to	emphasise	your	models	long	limbs,	or	if	you
want	to	give	your	subject	some	context	and	shoot	an	environmental	portrait.How	far	away	can	I	shoot	with	a	50mm	lens?As	a	general	rule,	with	a	50mm	focal	length,	if	you	can	see	it,	you	can	photograph	it.	However,	if	its	small	to	your	eye,	50mm	will	not	make	it	very	big	in	your	frame	so	you	might	want	to	get	a	lot	closer.What	is	a	12mm	lens	good
for?A	12mm	lens	on	an	APS-C	camera	gives	a	field	of	view	of	almost	100	which	is	ultra-wide-angle.	This	is	great	for	creating	dramatic,	sweeping	landscapes,	photographing	interiors,	or	capturing	extreme	sports	close-up.Should	I	get	a	50mm	or	35mm	lens?Both	35mm	and	50mm	are	good	focal	lengths	for	photographing	the	people	around	you,	street
photography,	and	travel.	35mm	is	better	suited	to	fast-moving	subjects	and	scenarios	where	it	might	be	trickier	to	nail	focus.	50mm	has	a	tighter	field	of	view	and	is	better	for	creating	cinematic	images	using	a	shallow	depth	of	field.	Understanding	focal	length	and	how	the	length	of	a	lens	will	affect	your	images	is	a	major	step	in	starting	out	on	your
photographic	journey.Theres	more	to	it	than	just	how	close	you	can	bring	a	subject,	or	how	wide	an	angle	of	a	scene	you	can	take	in,	and	knowing	how	it	all	relates	is	critical	when	deciding	which	lens	focal	length	to	buy.Hopefully,	you	found	this	guide	useful.	If	you	have	any	questions	about	understanding	focal	length,	dont	hesitate	to	get	in	touch	in
the	comments	below!	A	camera	shot	is	composed	of	the	series	of	frames	that	are	shot	uninterrupted	from	the	moment	the	camera	starts	rolling	until	it	stops.	Camera	shots	are	an	essential	aspect	of	filmmaking	and	video	productions,	because	by	combining	different	types	of	shots,	angles	and	camera	movements,	the	filmmakers	are	able	to	emphasize
specific	emotions,	ideas	and	movement	for	each	scene.Below	you'll	find	a	shot	size	cheatsheet	to	see	exactly	how	different	shot	sizes	will	look	on	screen,	and	how	to	differentiate	the	various	shot	sizes:At	the	bottom	of	this	section	we	provide	a	link	to	a	PDF	shot	list	that	has	examples	of	each	shot	sized	used	in	popular	films	and	television	shows.Okay,
onto	shot	sizes!	This	video	breaks	down	the	essential	shot	sizes	from	establishing	shots	all	the	way	to	extreme	close-ups.An	extreme	long	shot	(or	extreme	wide	shot)	make	your	subject	appear	small	against	their	location.	You	can	use	an	extreme	long	shot	to	make	your	subject	feel	distant	or	unfamiliar.Take	a	look	at	this	extreme	wide	shot	fromMad
Max:	Fury	Road,	one	of	the	best	action	moviesever	made.It	can	also	make	your	subject	feel	overwhelmed	by	its	location.	Of	all	the	various	camera	shots	out	there,	consider	using	the	extreme	long	shot	when	you	need	to	emphasize	the	location	or	isolation.The	long	shot	(also	known	as	a	wide	shot,	abbreviated	WS)	is	the	same	idea,	but	a	bit	closer.	If
your	subject	is	a	person	then	his	or	her	whole	body	will	be	in	view	but	not	filling	the	shot.	Here's	an	example	of	the	wide	shot	size	fromThe	Martian,	one	of	the	best	2015	movies.In	other	words,	there	should	be	a	good	deal	of	space	above	and	below	your	subject.	Use	a	long	shot	(or	wide	shot)	to	keep	your	subject	in	plain	view	amidst	grander
surroundings.The	wide	shot	also	lets	us	see	the	beautiful	background	imagery,	as	well	as	the	onlookers	which	will	make	any	big	moment	more	cinematic.Of	the	many	camera	shots	and	camera	techniques	in	film,	a	long	shot	gives	us	a	better	idea	of	the	scene	setting,	and	gives	us	a	better	idea	of	how	the	character	fits	into	the	area.Now	let's	talk	about
camera	techniques	in	film	that	let	your	subject	fill	the	frame	while	keeping	emphasis	on	scenery.This	full	shot	from	one	of	the	best	Quentin	Tarantino	moviesDjango	Unchainedis	also	atracking	shot	meaning	there	iscamera	movementfeatured	throughout	the	shot.	In	this	particular	case,	the	film	shooting	camera	slowly	moves	(ortracks)	towards
Django.So,	technically,	this	movie	shot	begins	in	a	wide	shot,	moves	to	full	shot	(seen	above),	and	eventually	ends	in	acowboy	shot(see	below).	Of	all	the	different	types	of	camera	shots	in	film,	full	shots	can	be	used	to	feature	multiple	characters	in	a	single	shot,	like	this	full	shot	size	example	from	Marvel'sGuardians	of	the	Galaxy.Wide	Shots	Guide
Establishing	Shots	Guide	How	to	Make	a	Shot	List	Amedium	long	shot(aka	medium	long	shot)	frames	the	subject	from	roughly	theknees	up.	It	splits	the	difference	between	a	full	shot	and	a	medium	shot.	Here's	an	example	of	the	medium	wide	shot	size	from	one	of	the	best	crime	movies,	The	Usual	Suspects:You	can	always	frame	cinematic	camera
shots	from	any	angle	as	well,	so	don't	be	afraid	to	think	about	medium	long	shots	when	behind	a	character.A	variation	on	this	is	the	Cowboy	Shot,	which	frames	the	subject	from	roughly	mid-thighs	up.	Its	called	a	cowboy	shot	because	it	is	used	in	Westerns	to	frame	a	gunslingers	gun	or	holster	on	his	hip.	Here's	an	example	of	the	cowboy	shot	size
from	one	of	the	best	movies	of	2017Wonder	Woman.Here	is	an	example	of	a	cowboy	shot	that's	used	in	a	film	that	has	nothing	to	do	with	cowboys,	and	it's	also	a	"three	shot."Let's	move	onto	camera	shots	that	reveal	your	subject	in	more	detail.Themedium	shot	is	one	of	the	most	common	camera	shots.	It's	similar	to	the	cowboy	shot	above,	but	frames
from	roughly	the	waist	up	and	through	the	torso.	So	it	emphasizes	more	of	your	subject	while	keeping	their	surroundings	visible.	Here's	an	example	of	the	medium	shot	size	from	one	of	the	best	superhero	moviesX-Men:	Days	of	the	Future	Past.Medium	shots	may	seem	like	one	of	the	most	standard	camera	techniques	in	film,	but	every	shot	size	you
choose	will	have	an	effect	on	the	viewer.	A	medium	shot	can	often	be	used	as	a	buffer	shot	for	dialogue	scenes	that	have	an	important	moment	later	that	will	be	shown	in	a	close-up	shot.If	you	don't	use	all	of	the	different	types	of	camera	shots	in	film,	how	can	you	signal	anything	to	your	viewer	without	shot	size	contrast.Cowboy	Shots	Guide	Medium
Shots	Guide	How	to	Make	a	Shot	List	Themedium	close-upframes	your	subject	from	roughly	thechest	up.	So	it	typically	favors	the	face,	but	still	keeps	the	subject	somewhat	distant.Here's	an	example	of	the	medium	close-up	shot	size	from	one	of	the	Coen	Brothers	masterpiecesNo	Country	for	Old	Men.The	medium	close-up	camera	shot	size	keeps	the
characters	eerily	distant	even	during	their	face-to-face	conversation.You	know	its	time	for	aclose-up	shotwhen	you	want	to	reveal	a	subjects	emotions	and	reactions.	The	close-up	camera	shot	fills	your	frame	with	a	part	of	your	subject.	If	your	subject	is	a	person,	it	isoften	their	face.	Here's	an	example	of	the	close-up	shot	size:Of	all	the	different	types
of	camera	shot	sizes	in	film,	a	close-up	is	perfect	for	important	moments.	The	close-up	shot	size	is	near	enough	to	register	tiny	emotions,	but	not	so	close	that	we	lose	visibility.An	extreme	close-up	is	the	most	you	can	fill	a	frame	with	your	subject.	It	often	shows	eyes,	mouths	and	gun	triggers.	In	extreme	close-up	shots,	smaller	objects	get	great	detail
and	are	the	focal	point.Use	an	ECU	to	emphasize	a	specific	feature	of	your	subject:Visionary	filmmaker	Darren	Aronofsky	uses	various	degrees	of	close-ups	in	his	work,	like	in	one	of	Aronofsky's	best	filmsBlack	Swan.In	this	extreme	close-up,	we	see	that	her	transformation	happens	quite	literally.	Aronofsky	uses	the	extreme	close	up	shot	size	to	show
feathers	growing	in	Ninas	back.Extreme	close-ups	can	be	used	in	many	different	film	genres,	which	includes	comedy	as	well.	Here's	an	ECU	example:An	establishing	shot	is	a	shot	at	the	head	of	a	scene	that	clearly	shows	us	the	location	of	the	action.	This	shot	often	follows	an	aerial	shot	and	is	used	to	show	where	everything	will	happen.Consider	the
following	examples:We	cover	a	lot	of	shot	specs	in	this	post,	but	don't	worry.	You	don't	need	to	memorize	everything.	If	you	use	StudioBinder	when	shot	listing,	all	these	specs	are	listed	as	checkboxes	for	easy	selection.This	allows	you	to	focus	on	creativity	rather	than	spending	effort	attempting	to	recall	shot	jargon	or	retyping	acronyms	5,000
times.Page	2	A	dissenting	juror	in	a	murder	trial	slowly	manages	to	convince	the	others	that	the	case	is	not	as	obviously	clear	as	it	seemed	in	court.	Inductive	reasoning	and	deductive	reasoning	represent	two	polar	approaches	to	critical	reasoning.	But	what	is	the	difference	between	inductive	and	deductive	reasoning?	Were	going	to	break	down
inductive	vs	deductive	reasoning	by	looking	at	their	definitions	as	well	as	some	examples.	By	the	end,	youll	know	how	inductive	and	deductive	reasoning	are	used,	and	how	to	implement	them	in	your	own	writing.Continue	reading	Inductive	vs	Deductive	Reasoning	Differences	&	Usages	Every	so	often,	a	piece	of	art	comes	around	that	ends	up
epitomizing	a	period	of	time.	The	12	Angry	Men	script	is	one	such	piece	of	art.	Although	it	was	originally	broadcasted	on	television,	most	people	know	the	feature	film	version	of	12	Angry	Men.	Were	going	to	break	down	everything	you	need	to	know	about	the	film,	from	its	characters	to	its	ending.	Bailiff	shut	the	doors,	make	sure	to	download	a	copy
of	the	12	Angry	Men	PDF	below	to	read	along!Continue	reading	12	Angry	Men	Script	PDF	Download:	Summary,	Characters,	and	Quotes	What	is	a	hero?	Heroism	is	a	concept	were	taught	at	a	very	young	age.	But	is	the	definition	were	taught	really	accurate?	Today,	were	going	to	explore	the	hero	definition	in	a	new	light	by	looking	at	examples	in
psychology,	film,	and	literature.	By	the	end,	youll	know	what	makes	a	hero,	and	how	to	make	your	own	characters	heroic.Continue	reading	What	is	a	Hero	Definition,	Examples	&	Types	Explained	Its	easy	to	mix	up	the	different	types	of	camera	shots	and	types	of	angles.	To	make	a	shot	list,	a	filmmaker	or	video	creative	must	know	the	classic	types	of
shots	based	on	attributes	like	shot	size,	shot	framing,	camera	movement,	camera	mechanisms,	and	depth	of	field.	We'll	break	down	all	the	camera	shots,	camera	angles,	and	camera	techniques	that	you	need	to	know	for	your	next	film	or	music	video.	We	also	include	camera	shot	examples	from	famous	movies	to	help	solidify	all	the	discussed
cinematography	techniques.Continue	reading	50+	Types	of	Camera	Shots,	Angles,	and	Techniques	Amazon	Prime	Video	is	chock-full	of	great	movies	but	its	a	nightmare	trying	to	find	them.	Unlike	Netflix	which	offers	strong	curated	playlists,	Prime	Video	does	a	poor	job	of	highlighting	all	the	amazing	movies	on	its	service.	Dont	fret	though,	weve
scoured	the	depths	of	Primes	film	catalog	to	deliver	our	list	of	the	best	movies	on	Amazon	Prime	right	now.Well	be	updating	this	list	every	month	as	movies	come	and	go	on	Prime,	so	be	sure	to	check	back	for	new	additions!	And,	without	further	ado,	in	no	particular	order,	the	best	movies	on	Amazon	Prime!Continue	reading	The	IWelcome	to
StudioBinder's	screenplay	library,	your	ultimate	destination	for	riveting	and	gritty	free	crime	movie	scripts.	Prepare	to	be	immersed	in	a	world	of	illicit	activities,	high-stakes	heists,	and	gripping	cat-and-mouse	pursuits.	Our	handpicked	collection	showcases	the	very	best	in	crime	storytelling,	unraveling	complex	narratives	filled	with	deception,
intrigue,	and	thrilling	plot	twists.	Brace	yourself	for	a	pulse-pounding	experience.	Enjoy!Continue	reading	Best	Free	Crime	Movie	Scripts	Online	(with	PDF	Downloads)	IWelcome	to	StudioBinder's	screenplay	library,	your	ultimate	destination	for	the	most	compelling	and	thought-provoking	free	drama	movie	scripts.	Immerse	yourself	in	a	world	of	raw
emotions,	powerful	performances,	and	deeply	human	stories.	Our	handpicked	collection	showcases	the	best	of	dramatic	storytelling,	delving	into	the	complexities	of	life,	relationships,	and	personal	journeys.	Prepare	to	be	moved	and	captivated	as	you	delve	into	the	depths	of	cinematic	drama.	Enjoy!Continue	reading	Best	Free	Drama	Movie	Scripts
Online	(with	PDF	Downloads)	What	is	a	subgenre?	If	you	are	familiar	with	what	a	genre	is,	then	you	are	already	halfway	there.	But	there	might	be	more	to	subgenres	than	meets	the	eye.	In	this	post,	we	will	be	providing	a	definition	for	subgenre,	looking	at	examples,	and	exploring	how	multiple	genres	and	subgenres	can	nest	within	each
other.Continue	reading	What	is	a	Subgenre	Definition,	Examples	&	How	They	Work	Character	breakdowns	are	used	by	casting	directors	during	the	pre-production	phase	of	film	production	to	gauge	the	defining	character	features	that	writers/directors	are	looking	for.	Were	going	to	show	you	how	to	write	a	character	breakdown	for	a	script	so	that	you
can	organize	your	character	descriptions	in	one	place.	By	the	end,	youll	know	how	to	write	a	character	breakdown	for	a	script	that	grabs	the	attention	of	actors	and	readers.Continue	reading	How	to	Write	a	Character	Breakdown	for	a	Script	Pro-Tips	What	are	monochromatic	colors?	What	is	a	monochromatic	color	scheme	in	filmmaking?	Why	does	it
matter	and	how	is	it	different	from	other	color	palettes?	These	are	the	questions	well	be	answering	alongside	a	dive	into	the	purpose	and	psychology	of	color	in	storytelling	and	a	look	at	some	of	the	best	examples	of	monochromatic	color	schemes	from	film	and	television.Continue	reading	What	is	a	Monochromatic	Color	Scheme	Definition,	Examples
This	is	a	guide	to	help	you	create	a	shot	list	for	your	next	photoshoot	or	filming	gig.Films	are	never	shot	as	you	see	them	on	screen	that	final	result	comes	together	in	the	editing	room.	The	production	takes	place	in	a	completely	different	order.A	video	or	film	production	is	a	lot	of	work	from	many	different	professionals	that	work	together.	You	want	to
have	everyone	on	the	same	page	to	achieve	the	results	that	you	want	and	you	want	to	optimise	time,	effort	and	budget.You	wouldnt	want	the	actors	getting	in	and	out	of	their	costumes	and	makeup	continuously.	Its	more	efficient	if	you	film	all	the	shots	where	they	wear	the	same	thing,	for	example,	before	moving	on.The	same	goes	for	lighting	setups,
locations,	etc.Thats	why	having	a	guideline	helps	you	to	organize	and	make	sure	you	have	all	the	material	you	need	to	tell	the	story	in	the	way	that	you	want.In	this	article,	youll	find	a	free	shot	list	template	that	you	can	download	and	customize	for	all	your	projects.Youll	also	learn	all	the	answers	to	the	most	common	questions	about	shot	lists.Lets	get
started!	A	shot	list	is	a	document	that	will	help	you	organize	your	shooting.	If	you	create	a	shot	list	for	a	photoshoot	or	film	production,	you	can	organize	the	shooting	in	such	a	way	that	you	can	optimize	your	time	and	resources.For	some	video	makers	(or	filmmakers)	its	better	to	organize	according	to	location,	and	for	others	its	best	to	do	it	by
required	equipment,	etc.There	isnt	one	way	to	create	a	shot	list	its	all	about	finding	whats	best	for	you	and	your	project.	If	youre	asking	yourself	how	do	you	make	a	shot	list,	here	are	the	16	essential	elements	to	include	when	creating	one	for	your	next	film	production.Remember	creating	a	shot	list	document	that	includes	everything	ahead	of	time	is
essential	for	the	efficiency	and	success	of	your	work	as	a	creative.Shot	lists	are	more	than	just	a	simple	run	sheet	they	may	include	details	of	camera	shots	and	angles,	call	sheets,	notes	from	the	assistant	director,	shot	sizes	and	other	things	important	to	the	pre-production	process.Here	are	16	elements	that	you	should	include	in	your	shot	list
template.1.	ReferenceHaving	a	visual	reference	makes	things	easier	to	communicate	throughout	the	team.	Many	filmmakers	make	a	storyboard	before	the	shot	list	or	at	the	same	time.If	youre	doing	one,	you	can	include	the	guide	number	that	links	the	shot	with	the	sketch	of	the	storyboard.	Alternatively,	you	can	add	reference	images	or	the	sketch
directly	to	the	shot	list,	in	conjunction	with	a	reference	number	to	connect	them.If	you	dont	want	to	use	any	visual	clues,	you	can	put	the	script	page	as	a	reference.2.	Sequence	numberIn	filmmaking,	a	sequence	is	made	by	multiple	scenes.	To	accurately	identify	each	shot,	you	can	start	by	the	scene	number.3.	Scene	numberA	scene	is	a	portion	of	the
film	that	normally	takes	place	in	a	single	location	in	a	definite	and	continuous	time	frame.	It	can	be	done	in	a	single	shot	or	many	shots.4.	Shot	numberA	shot	is	a	single	take	that	can	last	for	seconds	or	minutes.	The	shot	number	should	identify	each	shot	so,	unlike	the	sequence	number	and	scene	number,	it	wont	be	repeated	throughout	the	shot	list.5.
LocationDepending	on	the	number	and	variety	of	locations	where	youre	filming,	you	can	go	into	more	or	fewer	details.	It	can	be	as	simple	as	indicating	if	youre	indoors	or	outdoors	to	a	more	specific	place.6.	Shot	descriptionHere,	you	can	write	a	brief	description	of	what	happens	during	the	shot.	For	example	Man	walks	into	a	restaurant	and
approaches	the	hostess.7.	FramingThe	framing	is	also	known	as	shot	size.	This	is	because	youre	deciding	how	much	enters	into	the	picture.	A	wide	shot	will	show	a	big	part	of	the	location,	while	a	close-up	can	show	only	a	detail	from	the	location,	props	or	character.Generally	speaking,	you	can	divide	the	framing	into	three	sizes:	close-up,	medium	and
wide	(also	called	long	shot).	Then,	each	of	them	can	be	further	categorized	for	example,	extreme	close-up,	medium	close-up	and	wide	close-up.8.	Shot	typeThis	refers	to	the	camera	angles.	You	can	shoot	at	eye-level,	over	the	shoulder,	from	the	top,	from	below,	etc.9.	Camera	movementIs	the	camera	going	to	be	static?	Is	it	going	to	follow	the
character?	Is	it	zooming,	panning,	tilting?	Here	youll	make	the	notes	about	how	the	camera	moves.10.	EquipmentYou	can	make	this	a	single	category	or	you	can	further	break	it	down	into	the	camera,	lens,	filters,	accessories	(i.e.	camera	dolly),	etc.	This	is	defined	according	to	the	framing,	shot	type	and	camera	movement.11.	Frame	rateBoth	video
and	film	are	made	of	a	series	of	still	images	called	frames.	The	frame	rate	is	the	speed	in	which	they	are	captured	and	shown.12.	LightingFilm	and	video	lighting	setups	can	be	very	complex.	Adding	this	information	to	your	shot	list	can	make	the	photography	directors	work	more	efficient.13.	AudioYou	can	input	in	this	column	what	sounds	are	going	to
be	recorded	and	how	if	they	are	dialogues	or	special	effects,	etc.14.	CharactersHere	you	can	make	a	list	of	the	actors	and	actresses	that	participate	in	the	shot.	You	can	also	note	if	you	need	some	extras	if	so,	how	many	and	any	other	characteristics	you	believe	are	necessary.15.	DialoguesSome	filmmakers	include	a	category	where	they	note	the
dialogues	in	the	shot	if	any.	Otherwise,	you	can	skip	this	and	just	rely	on	the	shot	description.16.	NotesHere	you	can	put	anything	that	wasnt	covered	by	the	specific	categories	of	your	shot	list.	For	example,	you	can	include	the	props,	makeup,	etc.Also,	you	can	use	this	space	to	write	down	any	other	information	that	can	be	relevant	for	the	rest	of	the
crew	or	even	assistant	director.	Remember	this	tool	is	not	only	about	organizing	but	also	about	communicating.	Click	here	to	download	a	free	shot	list	template	to	use	in	pre-production	when	planning	your	video	shoot.Heres	how	to	create	a	camera	shot	list	using	the	template:Break	down	your	script	into	sequences,	scenes	and	shots.Visualize	how	you
want	each	of	these	components	to	look	like.	It	helps	if	you	make	a	storyboard	or	sketches.Open	the	template.Analyze	each	shot	and	determine	what	you	need	to	make	it.Organize	the	shots	to	optimize	your	resources.	You	can	put	together	every	shot	that	happens	in	the	same	location,	or	each	shot	that	involves	the	same	set	of	actors	this	is	up	to	you.Fill
in	the	template.Customize	the	template	according	to	the	needs	of	your	project	and	your	personal	preference.	You	can	add	the	shooting	schedule	for	example.	Also,	delete	the	ones	that	arent	useful	for	you.Once	youre	done,	save	it	as	a	different	file.	This	way,	youll	always	have	this	file	as	a	template	for	new	projects.	Why	are	shot	lists	important?
Shooting	video	or	film	in	the	same	order	as	they	will	be	seen	by	the	public	would	be	expensive	and	time-consuming.	A	shot	list	helps	you	to	stay	organized	and	make	the	most	out	of	the	shooting	time.	Also,	it	helps	you	to	communicate	your	creative	vision	to	every	crew	member.Who	does	the	shot	list?Normally	the	film	director	and	the	photography
director	work	together	to	prepare	the	shot	list	in	the	pre-production	process.What	comes	first	storyboard	or	shot	list?Many	creators	make	the	storyboard	first	once	you	know	how	it	looks	like,	its	easier	to	break	it	down.	Others	like	to	work	on	both	things	at	the	same	time.What	is	a	master	shot	in	filmmaking?A	scene	can	be	composed	of	one	or	multiple
shots.	When	a	scene	is	done	in	one	shot	that	covers	from	the	beginning	to	end	thats	a	master	shot.	it	usually	is	a	long	(wide)	shot.What	is	shot	breakdown?A	shot	breakdown	is	an	analysis	of	how	a	shot	is	done.	This	includes	the	shot	description,	camera	angle,	shot	size,	etc.How	do	you	write	shots	in	a	script?You	can	write	a	shot	in	a	script	using	shot
headings.	Add	one	every	time	theres	a	change	in	framing,	camera	angle,	lighting,	location,	etc.	In	other	words,	every	time	a	new	shot	starts.	I	hope	this	article	was	helpful	in	explaining	to	you	why	you	need	to	create	a	shot	list	for	your	video	or	film	projects.While	not	normally	required	for	the	average	photo	shoot,	youll	need	shot	lists	when	working	on
bigger	photography	productions	too.Once	you	start	using	a	shot	list	to	organize	your	production,	youll	see	how	much	smoother	the	process	can	become.	Also,	the	crew	members	will	be	able	to	understand	your	creative	view	and	help	you	put	it	into	action.You	can	download	the	free	shot	list	template	provided	in	this	article,	or	you	can	create	your	own
whichever	works	best	for	you.If	you	have	any	doubts	or	suggestions,	you	can	share	them	in	the	comments	section.	Camera	angles	and	shots	in	film	and	photography	are	key	elements	that	can	completely	change	the	story	that	youre	trying	to	tell.The	direction	in	which	your	camera	points,	whether	the	camera	moves	or	stands	still,	and	whether	you	use
an	extreme	long	shot	or	a	close-up	are	decisions	you	must	make	to	communicate	your	artistic	view.In	this	article,	youll	know	all	the	types	of	camera	shots	and	camera	angles	so	that	you	can	decide	which	ones	work	best	for	your	next	film	or	photoshoot.	Remember	that	including	them	in	your	shot	list	will	make	the	photoshoot	or	filming	go	smoothly.If
youre	ready,	lets	get	started!	Knowing	all	the	types	of	camera	shots	and	angles	will	help	you	when	creating	a	shot	list.This	way,	you	can	organize	your	workflow,	know	which	equipment	youll	need,	and	have	everything	go	smoothly.1.	Close-up	ShotCredit:	Ajan	GhoshA	close-up	shot	is	when	your	subject	covers	most	of	the	frame.	You	can	achieve	this	by
being	physically	close	to	the	subject	or	by	using	a	telephoto	lens	from	afar.When	close-up	shots	are	used	to	depict	a	person,	a	close-up	shot	helps	you	to	show	the	expressions	and	emotions	of	the	character.	Its	also	a	very	intimate	shot.Instead,	if	the	subject	is	an	object	or	an	action	then	its	used	to	direct	the	viewers	attention.	For	example,	if	two
people	are	arguing	and	one	is	holding	a	knife	behind	his	back	you	might	want	to	do	a	close-up	shot	at	the	hand	with	the	knife.2.	Medium	ShotCredit:	FauxelsA	medium	shot	is	still	centered	on	the	main	subject,	but	it	shows	more	of	the	context.	It	generally	refers	to	all	shots	that	frame	a	person	from	the	waist	up,	although	something	tighter	across	the
torso	is	still	OK.With	a	medium	shot,	not	only	are	you	showing	the	context	but	also	the	body	language	you	can	also	include	more	characters.	They	are	also	a	great	way	to	transition	between	close-ups	and	wider	shots.	3.	Long	ShotCredit:	Tima	MiroshnichenkoLong	shots	also	known	as	wide	shots	or	establishing	shots	show	your	entire	subject	and	leave
enough	space	around	it.	If	you	want	to	show	a	new	location	where	your	subject	arrived	or	introduce	a	new	ambient	while	keeping	a	strong	presence	of	the	subject	this	is	the	way	to	go.The	long	shot	also	shows	the	full	length	of	the	subject,	so	can	be	useful	in	exaggerating	scale	when	comparing	the	subject	to	the	objects	surrounding	it.	Credit:	Alex
AlexanderAn	extreme	close-up	is	exactly	what	the	name	suggests	its	taking	the	close-up	shot	to	the	extreme	by	closing	in	on	a	detail	of	the	subject.With	these	shots,	you	can	emphasize	a	reaction	or	an	expression	on	the	character	for	example,	a	tear.	Its	not	necessarily	used	with	characters	it	can	be	an	object	toofor	example,	an	extreme	close-up	of	a
watch	to	show	how	the	time	is	passing.2.	Extreme	Long	ShotCredit:	PixabayAn	extreme	long	shot	is	a	very	wide	camera	shot	that	leaves	your	subject	so	far	away	that	it	almost	gets	lost	within	the	scene.You	can	use	this	to	show	your	character	feeling	isolated	or	vulnerable	in	a	vast	space.3.	Cowboy	ShotCredit:	Vitaliy	IzoninOriginally	called	cowboy
shot	because	it	depicts	the	subject	from	the	mid-thigh,	this	allowed	for	the	cowboy	guns	to	be	on	the	frame	to	capture	the	quickdraw.You	may	still	call	it	a	cowboy	shot,	but	you	might	also	find	it	an	American	shot.	This	type	of	shot	is	close	enough	to	the	subject	that	you	can	still	see	emotions	and	expressions	but	you	can	also	show	part	of	the	scene,
especially	what	they	are	doing	with	their	hands.4.	Over	the	Shoulder	ShotCredit:	Jep	GambardellaThis	is	one	of	the	most	common	camera	shot	framing	types	when	theres	a	conversation	happening	in	the	scene	usually	between	two	characters.	The	camera	is	placed	behind	the	character	who	is	listening	so	you	can	see	part	of	the	head	and	the	shoulder.
Then,	in	focus,	you	see	the	person	who	is	speaking.	It	literally	shows	how	you	would	see	if	you	were	peaking	over	the	shoulder	of	the	character.Usually,	this	shot	alternates	continuously	as	the	conversation	goes	on,	creating	a	shot-reverse-shot	sequence.	This	camera	shot	allows	the	viewer	to	understand	who	is	involved	in	the	conversation	and	still
appreciate	the	non-verbal	communication	from	the	person	who	is	talking.In	some	cases,	the	camera	angle	changes	too,	indicating	a	different	relationship	between	the	characters.	For	example,	if	you	make	a	shot	over	the	shoulder	from	a	high	angle,	you	show	your	character	looking	down	at	the	other,	making	them	look	smaller.5.	Tracking	Shot	This
shot	is	based	on	camera	movement.	Regardless	of	the	framing	or	the	camera	angle,	a	tracking	shot	follows	the	character.	If	its	made	using	a	dolly,	its	also	known	as	the	dolly	shot.However,	not	all	tracking	shots	are	made	with	a	dolly	it	can	be	done	with	a	Steadicam,	a	crane,	or	a	boom.It	can	be	a	forward	tracking	shot	when	the	camera	follows	the
character	as	they	move	away.Instead,	a	backward	tracking	shot	when	the	character	is	coming	towards	the	camera	as	it	pulls	back	to	maintain	the	same	distance.Lastly,	theres	the	lateral	tracking	shot	when	the	camera	moves	sideways.6.	Zoom	Shot	With	a	zoom	shot,	the	camera	doesnt	move.	You	might	see	the	character	closer	or	further	away,	but	its
an	effect	due	to	the	change	of	focal	length.Although,	there	is	an	effect	called	the	dolly-zoom,	which	is	used	to	create	an	unusual	visual	perception,	and	its	been	used	by	Alfred	Hitchcock,	Martin	Scorsese,	Steven	Spielberg,	and	other	great	directors.7.	Master	Shot	The	master	shot	is	the	most	important	and	is	often	the	first	on	the	shot	list.	It	should
cover	an	entire	action	or	an	entire	scene.However,	they	play	a	different	role	in	modern	films	than	they	used	to	before,	the	whole	shooting	revolved	around	the	master	shot.	Now,	multiple	camera	shots,	camera	angles,	and	camera	movements	make	films	more	dynamic.8.	POV	Shot	POV	stands	for	point	of	view.	So,	POV	shots	show	things	from	the
perspective	of	a	particular	character.Its	an	effective	technique	to	pull	the	viewer	into	the	action	by	giving	them	a	first-person	angle	of	view.Many	films	in	history	have	successfully	used	this	technique.	You	can	see	some	famous	examples	in	the	above	video	reel.Typically,	a	POV	shot	comes	after	a	medium	shot	or	a	close-up	where	you	see	the	character
looking	at	something	then	you	jump	right	into	their	perspective	with	a	POV	to	see	what	they	were	looking	at.9.	Establishing	Shot	Typically,	an	establishing	shot	is	a	wide	shot	or	an	extra	wide	angle	shot.	This	is	because	theyre	used	to	establish	a	time	and	a	place	where	your	story	is	happening.Establishing	shots	can	have	different	camera	shot	sizes
depending	on	how	much	context	you	need	to	give	to	the	viewer.If	you	want	to	signal	that	youre	in	a	specific	city,	an	extreme	wide	shot	from	an	aerial	angle	is	often	helpful.Other	times,	you	simply	need	to	show	the	outside	of	a	building	to	indicate	where	the	characters	are.What	are	the	Main	Camera	Angles?	While	the	types	of	shots	depend	on	the
framing	and	camera	movement,	the	types	of	camera	shot	angles	depend	on	the	position	of	the	camera	in	relation	to	the	scene	and	subject.1.	Low	Angle	ShotCredit:	Tima	MiroshnichenkoThis	camera	angle	indicates	that	youre	looking	up	at	the	subject.	How	low?	That	depends	on	what	you	want	to	tell	with	this	shot	but	technically	speaking,	anything
below	the	eye	level	of	the	subject	is	already	a	low-angle	shot.When	the	camera	is	positioned	almost	at	ground	level,	its	also	called	a	worms	eye	view.In	general,	you	use	this	camera	shot	angle	to	show	the	subject	big	and	powerful	or	because	you	want	to	include	something	tall	behind	your	subject	in	the	frame.2.	Ground	Level	ShotCredit:	Budgeron
BachFor	this	camera	angle,	you	need	to	be	shooting	at	ground	level	but	unlike	the	low	angle	shot,	the	camera	is	not	looking	up.In	this	case,	the	camera	is	low	on	the	ground	because	you	want	to	show	something	that	is	happening	down	there.3.	Knee	Level	ShotCredit:	Gustavo	FringContinuing	up	the	axis	of	the	camera,	you	can	do	a	knee-level	shot.
This	camera	angle	is	shot	at	the	knee	level	of	a	character,	and	its	often	used	to	include	another	characters	entire	body	because	its	further	away.4.	Hip	Level	Shot	Usually,	a	hip-level	camera	angle	is	used	for	a	cowboy	shot.	This	allows	you	to	show	the	character	from	the	mid-thigh	widow	distortion.In	photography,	a	hip-level	shot	is	also	common	when
street	photographers	capture	candid	snapshots	preventing	people	from	noticing	them.5.	Shoulder	Level	ShotThe	shoulder-level	shot	is	one	of	the	most	common	camera	shot	angles	as	the	name	indicates,	its	done	by	positioning	the	camera	at	the	same	height	as	the	subjects	shoulders.6.	Eye	Level	ShotCredit:	RF	StudioAt	the	top	of	the	list,	the	eye-level
shot	is	the	most	used	of	all	camera	angles.	This	is	because	it	doesnt	have	a	particular	effect	or	impact	on	the	viewer	it	offers	a	familiar	perspective.Most	of	the	story	is	told	at	this	level	because	its	neutral.	This	way,	its	immediately	noticeable	to	the	viewer	when	you	want	to	create	an	effect	and	change	the	camera	angle.7.	High	Angle	ShotCredit:
Mikhail	NilovA	high-angle	shot	is	when	you	have	the	camera	looking	down	at	the	subject	it	doesnt	matter	how	high	or	low	in	the	axis	this	is.	In	short,	its	the	opposite	of	a	low-angle	shot.A	high-angle	shot	is	used	to	emphasize	the	characters	vulnerability	or	impotence.8.	Birds-eye	ViewA	birds-eye	view	is	a	more	extreme	version	of	the	high-angle	shot	its
also	known	as	an	overhead	shot	or	crane	shot.	Usually,	its	paired	up	with	a	wide	camera	shot	this	way,	you	can	see	down	on	the	subject	but	include	a	good	part	of	the	context.Youll	frquently	see	an	overhead	shot	on	Youtube	when	the	subject	is	talking	about	a	product	being	reviewed.9.	Aerial	ShotCredit:	Leonardo	RossattiThe	highest	camera	angle	is
the	aerial	view.	This	was	often	called	the	helicopter	shot	because	the	camera	operator	was	usually	in	a	helicopter	to	capture	this	view.Nowadays,	you	can	find	an	aerial	shot	more	often	because	drones	have	made	it	more	affordable	for	all	filmmakers	and	photographers.	Even	amateur	videographers	can	get	stunning	aerial	footage	something
inconceivable	before	commercial	drones.10.	Dutch	Camera	AngleCredit:	Andrea	PiacquadioThis	is	one	of	the	most	peculiar	types	of	camera	angles	because	its	a	point	of	view	thats	completely	unnatural.	It	doesnt	matter	how	high	or	low	the	camera	is,	nor	the	shot	types	a	dutch	camera	angle	is	characterized	by	a	tilted	horizon.To	achieve	this,	you	need
to	rotate	the	camera	on	its	axis.	Because	its	not	the	way	were	used	to	seeing	things,	it	makes	the	viewer	feel	disoriented	or	uneasy.The	Dutch	angle	is	also	known	as	the	German	angle	because	it	was	often	used	in	German	expressionist	films.	You	might	also	call	it	canted	or	oblique	angle.	The	types	of	camera	shots	and	the	different	camera	angles	are
crucial	to	telling	the	story	the	way	you	want.	With	them,	you	can	guide	the	viewer	into	seeing	what	you	want	them	to	see	and	give	clues	on	whats	happening	beyond	what	meets	the	eye.For	example,	using	the	Dutch	angle,	you	can	imply	that	the	character	has	an	unbalanced	mind	this	way,	youre	showing	something	happening	inside	their	head.You	can
also	use	a	mix	of	high	and	low	angles	to	show	an	imbalance	in	the	relationship	between	two	characters	for	example,	a	bully	and	the	good	guy.Finally,	the	camera	shot	focuses	the	viewers	attention	on	specific	things.	While	using	an	extreme	wide	shot	tells	them	to	notice	the	environment	in	which	things	are	happening,	a	close-up	directs	the	attention	to
a	particular	detail.	What	is	shot	design	in	film?Shot	designing	is	the	planning	of	where	the	camera	will	be	in	relation	to	the	subject	and	the	lights	in	the	different	scenes	of	the	film.	It	decides	what	types	of	shots	youll	need	to	tell	the	story	better.	Shot	design	helps	you	to	make	a	shot	list	and	a	storyboard.What	camera	angle	is	best?As	you	can	see	in
this	article,	each	camera	angle	has	a	different	effect	on	the	viewer	so	its	difficult	to	say	which	is	best.	Having	said	that,	if	you	want	to	take	a	portrait	or	selfie,	for	most	people,	the	most	flattering	angle	is	to	take	the	picture	about	3	higher	than	eye	height.How	do	you	analyze	film	shots?A	great	way	to	improve	your	shots	is	by	studying	how	the	great
masters	have	used	the	different	angle	shots.	You	can	start	by	identifying	the	camera	angle	and	view	shot	on	a	particular	scene.	Then,	analyze	what	was	happening	in	the	story,	specifically	with	the	character,	when	the	camera	shot	starts	and	ends.	Now,	study	the	entire	film	and	find	any	recurring	theme	or	recurrences.	Now	that	you	have	an	overview
of	the	shot	captures	you	can	make,	which	ones	do	you	plan	to	use?	Tell	us	in	the	comments	which	are	your	favorite	cinematic	shots	and	why.I	hope	you	enjoyed	the	article	and	that	its	helpful	to	plan	and	realize	your	next	photoshoot	or	video	shooting.	If	youre	looking	for	a	way	to	add	tension	and	drama	to	your	shots,	the	Dutch	angle	is	it.This	tilted
camera	shot	has	a	strong	psychological	effect	on	viewers,	which	is	why	its	become	popular	in	various	art	forms,	from	film	to	photography	and	even	graphic	design.Intrigued	yet?	If	you	want	to	know	more	about	this	unique	camera	shot	technique,	read	on.Im	about	to	take	you	through	what	the	Dutch	angle	shot	is,	the	technicalities	of	how	to	do	it,	and
tips	for	using	it	in	your	cinema	and	photography	work.Plus,	well	list	some	cool	examples	you	can	check	out	for	inspiration.Related:	22	Types	of	Camera	Shots	&	Angles	to	Use	in	Film	Credit:	Andrea	PiacquadioThe	Dutch	angle,	also	known	as	the	Dutch	tilt	or	oblique	angle,	is	a	camera	technique	used	in	visual	storytelling	to	create	a	sense	of	tension,
unease,	or	disorientation.This	technique	involves	tilting	the	camera	on	its	horizontal	axis.By	tilting	the	camera,	Dutch	angle	shots	deviate	from	the	traditional	level	perspective,	providing	a	unique	visual	effect	that	can	amplify	emotions	and	enhance	the	narrative.A	Brief	History	of	the	Dutch	Angle	Shot	The	Dutch	angle	shot	finds	its	roots	in	German
Expressionism,	an	artistic	movement	that	emerged	in	the	early	20th	century.Filmmakers	during	this	period,	such	as	F.W.	Murnau	and	Fritz	Lang,	experimented	with	unconventional	camera	angles	and	distorted	perspectives	to	convey	the	psychological	states	of	characters	and	evoke	a	sense	of	unease	or	instability.The	term	Dutch	angle	is	believed	to
have	originated	from	the	German	word	Deutsch,	meaning	German,	as	German	filmmakers	were	among	the	first	to	employ	this	technique.However,	it	gained	broader	recognition	and	popularity	during	the	1940s	and	50s	in	Hollywood	films,	especially	in	genres	like	film	noir	and	psychological	thrillers.The	Dutch	angle	shot	has	since	become	a	widely
recognized	and	utilized	technique	in	various	art	forms	beyond	film,	including	photography,	graphic	design,	and	visual	arts.Examples	of	Two-shots	in	films	The	Dutch	angle	has	been	used	in	numerous	films	and	photography	projects,	adding	a	distinctive	visual	impact	to	the	storytelling.Here	are	some	famous	examples	of	this	type	of	camera	shot:[Add



one	or	more	YT	embeds	here]The	Third	Man	(1949):	This	film	noir	classic	directed	by	Carol	Reed	makes	masterful	use	of	the	Dutch	angle	to	create	a	sense	of	paranoia	and	disorientation	in	the	post-World	War	II	setting.The	Batman	(2022):	In	this	superhero	film,	director	Matt	Reeves	incorporates	Dutch	angles	to	convey	the	dark	and	gritty	atmosphere
of	Gotham	City,	intensifying	the	tension	and	emphasizing	the	psychological	struggles	of	the	protagonist.Inception	(2010):	Christopher	Nolans	mind-bending	sci-fi	thriller	employs	Dutch	angle	shots	during	dream	sequences,	heightening	the	sense	of	instability	and	blurring	the	line	between	reality	and	dreams.Pulp	Fiction	(1994):	Quentin	Tarantino	uses
the	Dutch	tilt	to	accentuate	the	chaotic	and	unpredictable	nature	of	the	narrative,	amplifying	the	tension	and	energy	of	key	moments.Vertigo	(1958):	Directed	by	Alfred	Hitchcock,	Vertigo	features	notable	use	of	the	Dutch	angle	shot	to	heighten	the	sense	of	disorientation,	obsession,	and	psychological	turmoil	experienced	by	the	characters.Mission:
Impossible	series:	The	Mission:	Impossible	franchise,	particularly	in	films	like	Mission:	Impossible	Rogue	Nation	and	Mission:	Impossible	Fallout,	employs	Dutch	angles	during	intense	action	sequences,	adding	a	dynamic	and	thrilling	perspective	to	the	action-packed	scenes.Thor	(2011):	Directed	by	Kenneth	Branagh,	Thor	incorporates	the	Dutch	angle
to	visually	emphasize	the	fantastical	and	otherworldly	aspects	of	the	story,	especially	during	the	scenes	set	in	Asgard.Fashion	Photography:	Many	fashion	photographers	employ	the	Dutch	tilt	to	bring	dynamism	and	a	sense	of	edginess	to	their	compositions,	adding	visual	interest	and	breaking	away	from	conventional	poses.Street	Photography:	When
capturing	urban	scenes,	photographers	often	utilize	Dutch	angles	to	depict	a	sense	of	urban	energy	and	capture	the	fast-paced	nature	of	city	life.By	studying	these	examples	and	analyzing	how	Dutch	angle	shots	are	used	in	different	contexts,	filmmakers	and	photographers	can	gain	inspiration	and	insights	into	implementing	this	technique	in	their	own
projects.	Creating	a	Dutch	angle	shot	involves	tilting	the	camera	on	its	horizontal	axis	to	achieve	a	skewed	or	tilted	frame.Here	are	some	steps	to	execute	a	Dutch	angle	camera	shot:1.	Camera	Setup	2.	CompositionFrame	your	shot	as	you	would	with	a	regular	shot,	keeping	in	mind	the	subject	and	the	desired	visual	impact.Consider	the	scenes
elements	and	how	the	oblique	angle	will	affect	the	composition	and	storytelling.3.	Tilt	the	CameraGradually	tilt	the	camera	on	its	horizontal	axis,	experimenting	with	different	angles	and	degrees	of	tilt.Start	with	subtle	angles	and	gradually	increase	the	tilt	for	more	pronounced	effects.4.	Maintain	BalanceBe	mindful	of	maintaining	a	balanced
composition	despite	the	tilt.	Pay	attention	to	the	placement	of	key	elements	in	your	Dutch	angle	shots	and	avoid	a	visually	cluttered	or	unbalanced	frame.5.	Practice	and	ExperimentExplore	the	impact	of	different	angles	and	degrees	of	tilt	on	the	overall	mood	and	message	of	the	shot.Experiment	with	combining	Dutch	angles	with	other	camera
techniques,	such	as	depth	of	field	or	camera	movement,	to	enhance	the	visual	storytelling.6.	Post-Processing	(optional)If	shooting	digitally,	you	can	also	achieve	a	tilted	camera	angle	effect	during	post-processing	using	image	editing	software.Adjust	the	rotation	or	skew	settings	to	create	the	desired	Dutch	angle	shots.Remember,	the	key	to	executing
Dutch	angles	successfully	is	to	practice	and	experiment	with	different	angles	and	degrees	of	tilt.Through	trial	and	error,	you	can	develop	a	sense	of	how	to	effectively	use	the	Dutch	tilt	to	enhance	your	storytelling	and	evoke	the	desired	emotions	in	your	audience.	When	incorporating	Dutch	angle	shots	in	your	visual	storytelling,	consider	the	following
tips	to	maximize	its	impact:1.	Use	it	SparinglyThe	first	tip	for	using	the	Dutch	angle	shot	effectively	is	to	use	it	sparingly.	Overuse	of	this	technique	can	lead	to	viewer	fatigue	and	can	trivialize	its	impact.Keep	it	in	your	toolkit	as	a	spice,	not	a	staple,	to	maintain	its	effectiveness.	Save	it	for	scenes	where	you	want	to	emphasize	the	abnormality	or
tension	inherent	in	the	situation.	2.	Convey	Emotional	DisarrayThe	Dutch	angle	is	a	perfect	tool	to	use	when	youre	trying	to	depict	psychological	unrest,	confusion,	or	instability.Use	it	in	scenes	where	a	character	is	undergoing	emotional	turmoil	or	when	the	world	around	them	is	falling	into	chaos.The	slanted	angle	of	the	shot	will	mirror	their	internal
state,	making	the	viewer	feel	their	disarray.3.	Highlight	Moments	of	ConflictAnother	powerful	way	to	utilize	Dutch	angle	shots	is	during	scenes	of	conflict	or	imbalance.	This	could	be	a	verbal	confrontation,	physical	imbalance,	or	moral	dilemma.The	skewed	perspective	emphasizes	the	instability	of	the	situation	and	keeps	the	audience	off	balance,
increasing	their	engagement.4.	Control	Viewer	PerceptionCredit:	Sam	LionRemember,	a	tilted	camera	angle	isnt	just	about	disorientation	its	also	about	control.	Youre	guiding	the	viewers	perception,	making	them	see	the	scene	in	a	certain	way.Use	Dutch	angle	shots	to	highlight	key	elements	in	the	scene	or	to	reveal	hidden	details	that	cant	be
perceived	in	a	conventional	shot.5.	Experiment	with	DegreesCredit:	Blue	BirdDont	be	afraid	to	experiment	with	different	degrees	of	tilt	in	your	Dutch	angles.	A	subtle	tilt	might	create	a	slight	sense	of	unease,	while	a	more	extreme	tilt	can	convey	a	world	in	turmoil.The	degree	to	which	you	tilt	your	camera	will	depend	on	the	mood	and	intensity	you
wish	to	convey	in	the	scene.6.	Consider	Strategic	PlacementCredit:	Marcela	Free	via	PxhereDutch	angles	can	be	enhanced	by	the	strategic	placement	of	elements	within	the	frame.Position	objects	or	characters	along	the	new	diagonal	lines	created	by	the	tilt.	This	will	naturally	guide	the	viewers	eyes	through	the	image,	giving	it	a	sense	of	movement
and	direction.Think	about	which	elements	you	want	to	emphasize	or	underplay,	and	adjust	your	composition	accordingly.	This	can	also	add	layers	of	depth	to	your	shot,	creating	a	more	immersive	viewing	experience.7.	Select	the	Appropriate	GearCredit:	Kampus	ProductionThe	Dutch	tilt	can	be	greatly	accentuated	with	the	right	camera	gear.Firstly,
consider	using	a	tripod	with	a	flexible	or	adjustable	head,	allowing	for	precise	and	controlled	tilting.A	wide-angle	lens	can	also	enhance	the	effect	of	the	tilt,	making	the	scene	feel	more	dynamic	and	dramatic.However,	be	mindful	of	distortion.	If	the	subjects	become	too	warped	or	exaggerated,	it	can	distract	from	the	intended	emotional	impact.Make
sure	to	experiment	with	different	focal	lengths	to	find	the	perfect	balance	that	suits	your	visual	storytelling.8.	Master	Your	Camera	SettingsCredit:	Martin	Falbisoner,	CC	BY-SA	4.0,	via	Wikimedia	CommonsAfter	youve	selected	the	appropriate	gear,	fine-tuning	your	camera	settings	is	key.To	maintain	a	wide	depth	of	field,	choose	a	smaller	aperture
(higher	f-stop	number)	which	ensures	both	the	foreground	and	background	remain	in	focus.This	is	particularly	important	with	Dutch	camera	angles,	as	the	tilt	often	brings	more	elements	into	the	frame.Shutter	speed	is	another	important	consideration.	For	dynamic	or	chaotic	scenes	where	the	Dutch	angle	is	used	to	amplify	the	action,	a	faster	shutter
speed	may	be	needed.Conversely,	for	static	scenes	aiming	to	portray	emotional	tension	or	unease,	a	slower	shutter	speed	can	suffice.Experimentation	is	vital	here	as	well	the	goal	is	to	find	the	optimal	settings	that	align	with	your	creative	vision	and	the	mood	you	aim	to	convey.9.	Transition	SmoothlyLastly,	transitions	matter.	Abrupt	shifts	to	and	from
your	Dutch	angles	can	be	jarring	to	viewers.Make	sure	to	transition	into	and	out	of	these	shots	smoothly	to	maintain	visual	coherence.	This	could	be	achieved	through	panning,	tilting,	or	by	using	a	characters	movement	to	justify	the	shift	in	perspective.	What	is	a	Dutch	angle	used	for?The	Dutch	angle	is	a	camera	angle	used	to	create	a	sense	of
tension,	unease,	or	disorientation	in	visual	storytelling.	It	adds	a	dynamic	and	dramatic	effect	to	a	scene,	evoking	specific	emotions	and	emphasizing	particular	elements.Why	do	they	call	it	a	Dutch	angle?The	term	Dutch	angle	is	believed	to	have	originated	from	German	filmmakers	who	used	the	technique.	Its	called	Dutch	as	a	misinterpretation	of	the
German	word	Deutsch,	meaning	German.How	many	degrees	is	a	Dutch	angle?The	degree	of	tilt	in	a	Dutch	angle	can	vary	depending	on	the	desired	effect	and	creative	intent.	It	can	range	from	subtle	tilts	of	a	few	degrees	to	more	pronounced	angles	of	20	degrees	or	more.What	movies	use	the	Dutch	angle?Numerous	movies	have	utilized	the	Dutch
angle	camera	shot	to	enhance	their	storytelling	and	visuals.	Examples	include	The	Third	Man	(1949),	The	Batman	(2022),	Inception	(2010),	Pulp	Fiction	(1994),	Vertigo	(1958),	and	the	Mission:	Impossible	series.	These	films	showcase	the	diverse	applications	of	the	Dutch	angle	in	different	genres	and	cinematic	styles.	Arguably	the	biggest	evolution	in
recent	years	in	the	images	and	videos	we	see	around	us	has	been	thanks	to	the	arrival	of	drones:	unmanned	aerial	vehicles	(UAVs).Shots	that	were	previously	reliant	on	boom	arms,	jibs,	and	helicopters	or	were	completely	impossible	have	suddenly	become	accessible	to	anyone	with	as	little	as	$200	to	spend	and	some	willingness	to	learn	drone
photography.This	guide	is	designed	to	help	you	improve	as	a	drone	photographer	and	videographer,	whether	youre	starting	out	as	a	keen	hobbyist	or	looking	to	become	a	professional	drone	operator.Well	be	covering	drone	photography	tips	for	both	stills	and	video,	helping	you	to	develop	your	skills	and	become	an	accomplished	drone	photographer
and	filmmaker.Ready	to	get	a	birds	eye	view	with	some	exciting	drone	photography?	Lets	dive	in!	Highly	Recommended	Drone	Cinematography	Masterclass	Become	a	drone	cinematographer	with	9	hours	of	aerial	cinema	tuition	from	YouTube's	leading	educators.	Save	$50	with	coupon	code	SHOTKIT50	Check	Current	Price	The	Mavic	Mini	is	an
excellent	drone	for	beginners.Lets	kick	off	this	list	of	drone	photography	tips	with	some	gear.If	youre	asking	yourself,	Which	drone	is	best	for	photography?	then	dont	worry:	for	those	starting	out,	the	obvious	recommendation	is	one	of	three	options	from	DJI:	the	Mavic	Mini,	the	Mavic	Air	2,	and	the	Mavic	Pro	2.The	DJI	Phantom	4	series	is	also
popular,	but	due	to	its	larger	size	and	higher	price	point,	it	may	not	be	ideal	for	beginners.The	Phantom	4	Pro	is	the	most	popular	model	for	professionals	due	to	its	excellent	image	quality,	3-axis	gimbal	and	multiple	flight	modes.DJI	has	established	itself	as	the	biggest	name	in	drone	technology,	and	for	good	reason:	its	products	are	phenomenal.The
above	three	photography	drones	are	its	main	consumer	models,	coming	in	at	different	prices	due	to	their	size,	resolution,	flight	time,	and	weight	as	well	as	a	raft	of	other	features.The	DJI	Mavic	Mini	2	is	an	excellent	place	to	start.	This	is	DJIs	smallest,	lightest,	and	most	affordable	drone,	but	offers	a	superb	set	of	specifications	given	the	price.Perhaps
what	makes	the	DJI	Mavic	Mini	2	such	a	good	option	is	that	at	8.8	oz	(249	grams)	its	just	light	enough	that	you	dont	need	to	register	it	with	the	Federal	Aviation	Administration	(FAA)	in	the	U.S.	or	the	Civil	Aviation	Authority	in	the	U.K.Despite	its	diminutive	size,	the	DJI	Mavic	Mini	2	shoots	12-megapixel	stills	and	4K	video.It	doesnt	have	object
tracking,	but	it	boasts	a	flight	time	of	30	minutes,	includes	OcuSync	2.0	for	more	reliable	long-distance	flying,	creates	surprisingly	stable	footage,	and	folds	down	small	enough	that	it	will	fit	inside	a	large	jacket	pocket.(If	youre	on	a	tighter	budget,	check	out	the	first	version	Mavic	Mini,	reviewed	here.	Its	still	an	excellent	choice	but	lacks	4k	video	and
OcuSync	2.0.)The	middle	sibling,	the	DJI	Mavic	Air	2	(review),	is	probably	the	companys	most	popular	drone	for	beginners	and	hobbyists	who	are	sure	theyre	going	to	be	spending	a	lot	of	time	in	the	air.Its	simple	controls	are	made	even	easier	not	to	mention	safer	by	a	ton	of	intelligent	and	automated	features.	It	also	offers	great	battery	life	and	shoots
video	at	4K/60p,	making	it	a	great	drone	for	both	photography	and	video.For	those	seeking	something	a	little	more	serious,	the	DJI	Mavic	Pro	2	is	both	the	oldest	and	the	biggest	of	the	Mavic	brothers	but	despite	its	age,	it	remains	the	obvious	choice	as	DJIs	flagship	consumer	drone.The	one-inch	camera	sensor	doesnt	shoot	the	4K/60	of	the	Mavic	Air
2,	but	the	physical	size	difference	and	20	megapixels	mean	that	you	will	get	better	image	quality.Theres	also	a	Mavic	2	Zoom,	which	features	a	24mm-48mm	focal	length	zoom	lens.	2x	zoom	might	not	sound	particularly	impressive,	but	it	can	increase	the	dynamic	perspectives	it	allows	you,	and	is	particularly	useful	when	shooting	video.This	20-
megapixel	resolution	is	critical	if	you	want	to	use	your	drone	primarily	to	create	high-quality	photographs	and	offers	sufficient	dynamic	range	for	bringing	back	shadow	and	highlight	detail	while	post	processing.Finally,	there	are	FPV	drones,	which	are	notoriously	tricky	to	control,	let	alone	use	to	take	photos.	FPV	drones	are	also	used	for	drone	racing
here	are	the	best	FPV	drones	for	immersive	flying	and	racing.2.	Learn	the	lawNext	on	our	list	of	drone	photography	tips	is	something	a	little	less	exciting	but	essential	nonetheless.Laws	on	where	you	can	fly	drones	vary	massively	from	country	to	country,	with	some	even	banning	them	outright.	Before	you	invest	in	a	drone,	checking	the	regulations
about	flying	your	drone	lawfully	is	absolutely	critical.There	are	also	extensive	laws	that	govern	things	like	flight	paths,	residential	areas,	and	proximity	to	airports,	as	well	as	the	maximum	height	and	whether	youre	allowed	to	fly	above	people.You	should	build	up	your	knowledge	of	all	of	these	rules	before	you	start	flying	drones.3.	Get	QualifiedDrone
camera	|	Credit:	Iewek	GnosThe	certifications	required	to	use	a	drone	might	seem	like	a	barrier,	but	given	that	youll	learn	these	skills	anyway	and	will	need	to	be	aware	of	the	regulations,	its	barely	an	inconvenience.Furthermore,	gaining	these	qualifications	will	mean	that	youll	have	extensive	knowledge	of	the	rules	surrounding	the	use	of	drones	that
are	specific	to	your	country	or	region.In	the	U.S.,	if	you	plan	on	using	your	drone	for	anything	other	than	recreation,	youll	need	to	get	your	Part	107	certificate	from	the	Federal	Aviation	Administration.The	requirements	for	lawful	drone	photography	vary	from	country	to	country	and	its	important	to	research	fully	in	order	to	check	that	you	arent
operating	your	drone	illegally.In	addition	to	the	certifications	required	by	specific	countries	and	regions,	it	can	be	worth	investing	in	other	training	courses	to	build	up	your	skills	and	establish	your	C.V.	as	a	drone	operator.	Many	can	be	studied	online.On	top	of	all	of	this,	you	will	need	to	keep	in	mind	that	the	rules	continue	to	change	in	order	to	try
and	keep	up	with	progressions	in	technology.For	example,	the	requirements	in	the	U.K.	changed	in	November	2019	and	will	undergo	further	updates	as	of	January	2021.Which	drone	accessories	should	you	buy	first?4.	Become	a	good	pilotCredit:	Ian	BaldwinDrone	photography	and	videography	are	not	simply	a	case	of	buying	a	good	drone,	passing	a
quick	theory	test,	and	assuming	that	you	can	now	capture	beautiful	aerial	photos.The	best	drone	photographers	and	videographers	are	also	the	best	drone	pilots.	Learning	how	to	fly	should	be	the	priority	before	you	become	concerned	with	your	footage	and	aerial	photographs.Essentially,	every	good	drone	creator	will	tell	those	starting	out	that	its
critical	to	become	an	excellent	drone	pilot	before	you	can	become	a	good	drone	photographer.Getting	unique	perspectives	from	your	drone	shots	involves	learning	how	to	photograph	views	that	are	original	and	not	seen	in	everyday	life.	Landscapes,	for	example,	are	typically	seen	at	eye	level,	whereas	a	drone	camera	can	shoot	them	from	multiple
angles.Every	drone	is	different,	but	keep	in	mind	everything	you	know	about	photography	the	rules	of	exposure,	composition,	colour,	balance,	time	of	day	it	all	applies	when	youre	trying	to	create	great	drone	photos	too.5.	Learn	your	droneCredit:	John	ONolanThis	may	be	an	obvious	one	to	include	among	our	drone	photography	tips,	but	dont	tune	out
just	yet.Knowing	your	drone	isnt	just	about	being	able	to	fly	it	accurately	and	safely.	Its	also	about	knowing	how	to	make	the	most	of	the	technology	thats	packed	inside	it.For	example,	many	DJI	drones	come	with	an	ActiveTrack	mode	that	can	make	flying	easier,	allowing	you	to	create	sweeping	cinematic	shots	with	very	little	effort.The	drone	uses	its
sensors	to	ensure	that	its	flight	path	is	safe	while	keeping	the	camera	directed	at	your	chosen	subject,	even	if	that	subject	is	moving.Know	the	limits	of	your	drones	camera.	Typically,	the	sensor	is	smaller	than	consumer	digital	cameras,	and	wont	be	able	to	capture	as	much	detail	or	dynamic	range,	particularly	in	low	light.By	knowing	what	the	drones
camera	is	capable	of,	you	can	maximise	dynamic	range	by	shooting	JPEGs	in	HDR	mode,	or	in	RAW	by	preserving	the	highlights	(by	viewing	the	histogram	on	your	drone	controller).In	this	way,	youll	be	able	to	extract	more	data	during	post	processing,	and	create	a	more	dynamic	final	photo	particularly	useful	for	landscapes	where	the	sky	is	typically
brighter	than	the	ground.6.	Join	a	communityCredit:	Eberhard	GrossgasteigerBecause	of	the	dramatic	progression	in	technology	and	the	ever-changing	laws	and	regulations	surrounding	the	flying	of	drones,	keeping	up	with	the	latest	news	can	be	of	vital	importance.There	are	some	great	websites	for	drone	photographers	out	there	to	keep	you
informed	of	new	products	and	updated	certifications,	and	its	probably	worth	checking	out	some	Facebook	groups,	including	some	which	are	specific	to	your	country	or	region.DJI	Owners	Australia	is	a	popular	group	which	differs	from	most	on	Facebook	in	that	they	dont	allow	community	members	to	question	the	legality	of	any	footage.It	doesnt	mean
that	they	condone	illegal	flying,	but	rather	assume	all	photographers	footage	is	lawful	to	encourage	free	sharing	and	the	love	of	flying.Joining	a	community	of	like-minded	drone	photographers	sharing	their	aerial	photos	and	drone	photography	tips	can	do	wonders	for	your	craft,	so	its	highly	encouraged.7.	Plan	in	as	much	detail	as	possibleYou	dont
necessarily	need	to	storyboard	everything	as	though	its	a	high-end	Hollywood	movie.	Still,	the	more	planning	you	put	into	your	flights,	the	better	results	youll	get	with	your	drone	photography	and	videos.Filmmaking	and	photographic	work	can	be	time-consuming	at	the	best	of	times,	and	as	soon	as	you	couple	that	with	the	fact	that	your	total	flight
time	might	be	as	little	as	20	minutes,	its	best	to	be	as	organised	as	possible	long	before	you	put	your	drone	into	the	air.Youll	need	to	scout	the	area	thoroughly,	perhaps	even	visiting	in	advance	to	check	that	you	know	the	terrain.Youll	also	need	to	have	an	awareness	of	every	detail,	from	weather	to	sunrise	and	sunset	times,	local	traffic,	and	even
events	that	might	throw	a	spanner	into	the	works.With	flight	times	and	weather	windows	often	limited,	a	client	such	as	a	film	director	will	need	you	to	be	on	the	ball	right	from	the	moment	you	arrive	on	location.Keep	your	drone	ready	to	fly	at	all	times	this	means	fully	charged,	multiple	batteries,	and	all	the	most	recent	drone	and	map	updates.One	of
the	best	drone	photography	tips	I	heard	this	year	was	to	use	apps	such	as	the	Photographers	Ephemeris	to	properly	scout	locations	before	visiting	them.8.	Check	the	weather	forecast	(then	recheck	it)Credit:	Kimon	MaritzThe	wind	is	one	of	the	biggest	threats	to	your	drone,	threatening	not	just	to	knock	it	off	course	but	also	to	take	it	out	of	your	line	of
sight.	A	sudden	rain	shower	might	take	it	out	of	the	sky	completely.Checking	the	weather	forecast	in	the	run-up	to	the	day	of	a	shoot	is	second	nature	to	successful	drone	pilots.	Depending	on	the	job,	you	may	wish	to	pencil	in	alternative	filming	days	if	the	conditions	are	unpredictable.Check	the	documentation	for	your	drone	to	understand	what	it	can
withstand	and	get	your	head	around	wind	speed	as	its	reported	in	the	weather	forecast.	Typically,	a	drone	can	cope	with	gusts	that	are	up	to	two-thirds	of	its	maximum	speed,	but	this	can	vary	between	models.Commercial	drone	pilots	might	often	carry	an	anemometer	(a	handheld	device	for	measuring	wind	speed)	to	check	that	theyre	operating
safely.Still,	even	this	can	be	misleading	as	the	wind	speeds	at	ground	level	can	be	a	lot	lower	than	whats	happening	a	hundred	feet	above	you.Its	also	worth	keeping	in	mind	that	strong	winds	have	a	big	impact	on	battery	life,	with	your	drone	having	to	work	harder	and	make	more	adjustments	than	you	realise	in	order	to	fly	or	maintain	position.Drones
also	dont	like	rain,	though	if	a	heavy	shower	hits	during	a	flight,	you	should	be	able	to	immediately	return	it	to	base	before	it	gets	so	wet	that	theres	damage.	Most	drones	are	not	even	water-resistant,	never	mind	waterproof,	and	many	have	exposed	electronics	and	motors	that	suck	in	the	rain.While	snow	can	look	dramatic	and	can	be	less	of	a	threat
than	rain,	it	can	limit	the	effectiveness	of	the	devices	sensors.	With	a	build-up	of	moisture,	it	could	potentially	take	your	precious	drone	out	of	the	sky	without	much	warning.More	drones	that	are	designed	to	withstand	inclement	weather	are	coming	to	market,	and	there	are	kits	you	can	buy	to	improve	the	water	resistance	of	popular	models,	such	as
the	DJI	Mavic	Pro	2.Time	of	day	is	obviously	a	huge	factor	in	creating	great-looking	photos,	whether	using	a	regular	camera	or	a	drone.Still,	with	all	the	inherent	weather	unpredictability	of	drone	photography,	you	may	need	to	have	a	backup	plan	for	when	that	golden	hour	shot	becomes	impossible.9.	Pack	sparesCredit:	Abstract	Aerial	ArtAnother
slightly	more	tedious	one	of	the	drone	photography	tips	is	related	to	packing	spares	of	every	little	part	of	your	beloved	flying	camera!Battery	duration	improves	with	every	new	model	of	drone	that	comes	to	market,	but	with	flight	times	averaging	between	20	and	30	minutes,	you	will	want	some	extras	to	really	make	the	most	of	your	drone
photography.If	youve	got	a	big	day	of	shooting	ahead,	you	might	want	to	find	a	means	of	recharging	your	batteries	out	in	the	field.Unfortunately,	depending	on	your	drone,	your	standard	USB	power	bank	typically	wont	be	powerful	enough,	so	youll	need	to	find	something	more	substantial,	such	as	the	12-volt	power	from	your	car.In	addition,	propellers
can	be	delicate	so	its	also	worth	packing	several	additional	spares,	as	even	the	lightest	collision	could	mean	that	your	drone	will	be	on	the	ground	for	the	rest	of	the	day.DJI	has	put	together	some	impressive	bundles	that	will	save	you	a	huge	amount	of	money	compared	to	buying	these	spares	individually.	Make	sure	you	shop	around,	as	there	are
bargains	to	be	had	by	investing	in	a	slightly	older	model	drone.10.	Create	a	preflight	checklistCredit:	Fahrul	AzmiPhotographers	and	filmmakers	often	have	lists	of	checks	that	they	make	ahead	of	big	jobs.I	usually	have	two	checklists:	one	for	the	night	before	and	one	for	the	morning	of	the	shoot,	and	without	them,	I	wouldnt	sleep.With	drone
photography,	these	checklists	are	probably	even	more	critical	as	the	margins	can	be	brutal:	flight	times	are	limited,	and	batteries	can	be	impossible	to	charge.For	this	reason,	having	a	detailed	checklist	to	make	sure	that	your	preparation	is	on	point	can	be	critical.As	well	as	detailing	all	of	the	gear	that	you	need	to	pack,	it	can	include	actions	that
need	to	be	taken,	such	as	checking	the	weather	forecast,	ensuring	that	all	of	your	propellers	are	in	good	shape,	formatting	your	microSD	cards,	and	charging	up	all	your	batteries.Another	simple	tip	that	you	wont	see	mentioned	much	is	to	make	sure	the	lens	of	your	drones	camera	is	kept	clean	and	dry.	Store	your	drone	with	some	silica	gel	packs	(the
kind	you	sometimes	find	inside	pill	bottles)	to	reduce	the	chance	of	the	lens	fogging	up.11.	Use	Google	Earth	for	better	aerial	photographyCredit:	Will	TurnerIf	youre	heading	out	on	an	adventure	and	plan	to	capture	some	epic	drone	footage,	you	might	want	to	research	the	location	fully	in	advance	by	using	Google	Earth.This	can	help	you	identify
features	that	pique	your	interest	and	even	plot	potential	flight	paths	once	you	get	out	in	the	field.Landscapes	you	see	every	day	can	look	remarkably	different	when	viewed	from	above,	and	youll	be	able	to	discover	interesting	perspectives	well	in	advance,	helping	you	maximise	your	drones	battery	life.12.	Learn	about	HDR	(High	Dynamic	Range)
photographyHDR	photography	is	no	longer	about	creating	upsettingly	garish	photographs	of	abandoned	factories	and	rusting	cars.Nowadays,	its	about	creating	intelligently	balanced	images	that	capture	detail	in	the	sky	while	also	retaining	information	in	the	shadows.In	drone	photography,	HDR	can	be	a	useful	means	of	evening	out	a	high-contrast
scene	so	that	it	more	closely	resembles	what	the	eye	sees,	rather	than	being	subject	to	the	limitations	of	the	small	camera	sensors	that	are	inside	most	drones.To	create	HDR	images	using	your	drones	camera,	you	need	to	use	bracketing	i.e.,	taking	a	short	burst	of	photographs	each	with	different	exposures.	Typically	this	can	be	done	by	changing	the
shutter	speedThese	images	can	then	be	combined	into	one	photograph	during	post-production	(using	editing	software	such	as	Lightroom,	Photoshop	or	Aurora	HDR,	reviewed	here).You	can	take	these	images	manually	by	changing	the	shutter	speed	yourself,	or	you	can	take	advantage	of	your	drones	bracketing	options	which	will	take	three	or	five
images	automatically	see	more	bracketing	tips	here.13.	Shoot	RAWShooting	in	RAW	can	allow	you	to	recover	highlight/shadow	details	|	Credit:	Mark	CondonMost	drones	will	allow	you	to	shoot	JPEGs	but	to	take	full	advantage	of	your	camera	sensor	and	get	the	highest	possible	quality,	its	much	better	to	shoot	in	RAW.RAW	files	contain	much	more
data	than	JPEG	files,	and	while	it	requires	you	to	do	some	processing	and	conversion,	you	can	control	white	balance	even	after	having	taken	a	photograph	and	often	squeeze	out	a	bit	more	dynamic	range.To	edit	and	process	RAW	files,	youll	need	image-processing	software	such	as	Lightroom	or	Luminar	see	other	options	here.14.	Learn	how	to	edit
your	photographsOf	course,	were	all	aiming	to	get	everything	perfect	at	the	moment	of	capture,	but	knowing	how	to	edit	your	photographs	can	be	the	difference	between	a	good	photograph	and	an	image	that	really	captures	peoples	imagination.With	software	such	as	Lightroom	and	Luminar,	you	have	complete	control.	You	can	crop	images	to	perfect
their	composition,	lift	shadows,	play	with	colors,	tweak	contrast,	and	edit	out	distractions.Adobe	Lightroom	is	pretty	much	the	industry	standard,	and	makes	erasing	power	lines	or	tweaking	the	exposure	and	contrast	in	your	photo	a	piece	of	cake.Skylum	Luminar	4	is	one	of	the	most	popular	alternatives,	featuring	various	AI	tools	that	can	help	you
replace	skies	and	do	other	crazy	edits	with	your	landscapes.More	recently,	Skylum	has	released	Luminar	Neo	which	can	make	editing	your	drone	photography	even	easier,	with	Templates	that	suggest	the	best	starting	points	for	your	photo	edits.Whatever	image	editing	software	you	choose,	youll	also	want	to	make	sure	you	learn	how	to	make	lens
corrections	in	the	event	that	the	wide-angle	lens	warps	your	photographs	on	your	drone.Finally,	because	of	the	physically	smaller	sensors	of	drone	cameras,	the	images	can	suffer	from	noise	so	knowing	how	to	remove	this	in	post-production	can	be	useful	heres	an	app	that	should	help.15.	Learn	about	lightCredit:	Jakob	OwensWhether	youre	shooting
aerial	photography	or	flying	at	speed	to	capture	footage	of	grand	vistas,	light	is	critical	its	one	of	the	most	important	drone	photography	tips	that	is	seldom	mentioned.As	youll	quickly	learn,	mornings	and	evenings	typically	offer	the	best	light,	free	of	the	harsh	shadows	that	can	dominate	the	middle	of	the	day.Golden	hour	and	blue	hour	dont	last	very
long	yet	another	reason	to	put	preparations	in	place	so	that	you	can	be	as	efficient	as	possible	once	your	drone	is	in	the	air.While	low-light	drone	photography	is	possible,	its	not	recommended,	especially	when	using	consumer-grade	models	the	average	drone	for	photography	has	a	smaller	sensor	with	poor	high	ISO	capabilities.Since	youre	unable	to
keep	your	drone	completely	stable,	a	slow	shutter	speed	photo	may	come	out	blurred.Fly	your	drone	during	daylight	hours,	and	youll	significantly	increase	the	chances	of	a	sharp,	clear	shot,	but	you	should	still	experiment	with	other	times	of	day	to	see	what	great	photos	you	can	get.16.	Experiment	with	filters	and	long	exposuresMavic	Air	2	with
Variable	ND	filter	attached.With	developments	in	technology,	newer	drones	arent	as	reliant	on	neutral	density	filters	when	shooting	in	bright	conditions.Still,	it	might	be	worth	understanding	what	lens	filters	do	and	how	you	might	use	them.Aerial	photography	can	lend	itself	well	to	longer	exposures	particularly	of	traffic	or	flowing	water	and	if
shooting	conditions	are	too	bright,	neutral	density	filters	can	be	a	means	of	cutting	down	the	amount	of	light	entering	your	cameras	lens.This	allows	you	to	drop	the	shutter	speed	on	the	camera	and	blur	the	movement	thats	happening	in	your	photograph.Another	common	use	of	filters	for	drones	is	when	shooting	video.	If	youre	shooting	at	24fps	with
a	shutter	speed	of	around	1/50	at	midday,	your	shot	will	almost	certainly	be	over-exposed	this	is	when	youd	need	a	mini	filter	for	your	drones	camera	to	restrict	the	amount	of	light	that	enters.You	should	be	able	to	find	variable	ND	filters	for	drones	for	under	$100	these	are	great	since	you	can	adjust	the	strength	(i.e.	opacity)	without	having	to	change
the	filter.You	should	also	read	our	article	on	what	size	ND	filter	you	should	buy.17.	Learn	the	principles	of	photographyAll	of	those	rules	you	may	have	heard	about	regarding	composition	apply	to	shooting	with	drones,	so	you	might	want	to	brush	up	on	some	of	the	foundations	of	what	makes	a	good	photograph,	as	well	as	how	to	use	a
camera.Photography	with	drones	can	rely	on	strong	geometric	shapes,	contrasts	of	color	and	texture,	symmetry,	patterns	and	more.	Learning	how	to	spot	the	possibilities	comes	with	practice.	In	short,	fly	your	drone	as	much	as	you	can!Camera	technology	is	pretty	good	at	judging	how	to	expose	a	scene	correctly.Still,	sometimes	youll	need	to	know
how	to	override	those	settings	to	get	the	best	images,	especially	if	youre	planning	to	shoot	HDR	photographs.Along	with	some	principles	of	composition,	youll	also	benefit	from	understanding	how	a	camera	works	and	how	to	expose	correctly	without	relying	on	automation.18.	Make	the	most	of	Tripod	ModeTripod	Mode	can	be	useful	for	making	precise
changes	to	your	composition	while	flying	|	Credit:	Mark	CondonMost	DJI	drones	come	equipped	with	Tripod	Mode,	which	might	sound	a	bit	odd	but	is	actually	incredibly	useful	for	a	number	of	reasons.	Essentially,	Tripod	Mode	dramatically	slows	your	drone	down,	allowing	you	much	greater	control.Having	finer	control	over	your	drone	gives	a	number
of	advantages.	It	helps	you	to	avoid	obstacles	when	flying	in	challenging	situations	and	can	make	life	much	easier	if	youre	positioning	your	drone	close	to	the	ground.This	can	be	particularly	useful	if	youre	shooting	indoors,	which	might	be	required	if	youre	filming	a	large	commercial	space	such	as	a	warehouse.Youll	often	want	to	use	Tripod	Mode
when	shooting	stills,	as	the	greater	level	of	precision	makes	it	easier	to	finetune	your	position.It	also	gives	the	stability	that	youll	want	when	shooting	time-lapses	and	hyperlapses.19.	Use	a	flight	simulator	Responding	to	the	lack	of	experienced	drone	pilots,	flight	simulators	have	emerged	to	help	users	learn	how	to	fly	something	thats	particularly
useful	when	preparing	for	high-risk	work	such	as	inspecting	power	lines.Unfortunately,	the	best	simulators	tend	only	to	be	available	to	commercial	clients	well	out	of	reach	from	the	average	photographer.Manufacturers	such	as	DJI	have	gone	to	great	lengths	to	replicate	the	experience	of	flying	a	drone	and	time	spent	using	the	DJI	Flight	Simulator
will	have	an	impact	on	your	abilities	as	a	pilot.	Drone	photography	is	using	an	unmanned	aerial	vehicle	(aka	camera	drones)	to	capture	stills	and	video	from	the	skies.Typically,	these	photos	would	be	otherwise	impossible,	using	vantage	points	and	creating	camera	movements	that	take	advantage	of	the	drones	ability	to	fly.Drone	photography	has	seen
a	huge	growth	in	popularity	due	in	part	to	the	various	consumer	drones	that	have	become	available	at	attractively	affordable	prices.	You	can	even	get	underwater	drones	now	too!Drone	shots	tend	to	be	popular	on	social	media	for	landscape	photography	in	particular	due	to	the	unique	perspectives	they	offer.	Most	drone	photographers	will	start	out	by
choosing	a	drone	which	offers	a	high-quality	camera	for	photography	and	video	within	their	budget.	Theres	a	large	variety	of	models	currently	on	the	market,	and	at	a	wide	range	of	price	points.Fortunately,	with	imaging	sensors	improving	(better	image	quality)	and	batteries	and	engines	constantly	getting	smaller,	costs	are	always	coming	down,
image	and	video	resolutions	are	going	up,	and	flight	times	are	increasing.Even	an	entry-level	model	drone	such	as	the	Ryze	Tello	(the	best	drone	for	kids)	will	give	good	results,	and,	importantly,	it	will	get	you	familiar	with	how	to	fly.Building	up	your	skills	as	a	pilot	for	drone	photography	is	absolutely	essential,	but	before	you	take	to	the	skies,	its
critical	that	you	familiarise	yourself	with	the	rules.Depending	on	your	drone	of	choice	and	location,	you	may	be	required	to	register	your	camera	drone	and	get	a	certification,	such	as	the	FAA	Part	107	in	the	U.S.A.Getting	a	certification	like	the	Part	107	is	not	too	challenging,	but	it	does	require	you	to	commit	to	up	to	20	hours	of	study	and	pay	$160
for	the	test.	If	you	intend	to	make	drone	photography	a	commercial	venture,	its	an	essential	step	to	getting	started	and	building	a	business	via	flying	your	drone.	Once	youve	mastered	your	drone,	you	may	be	considering	capturing	drone	photos	professionally.	So	how	much	can	you	charge?As	with	much	photography	and	videography	work,	the	answer
varies	massively	depending	on	your	experience,	the	type	of	work,	the	commercial	scale,	and	perhaps	most	importantly	the	clients	budget.It	can	also	vary	by	sector,	and	you	might	find	that	capturing	drone	photos	to	create	maps	for	agriculture	will	be	very	different	to	shooting	a	chase	scene	in	a	low-budget	movie.Usefully,	however,	the	UAV	Coach
website	has	a	detailed	article	which	should	give	you	an	indication	of	what	to	expect.	For	example,	conducting	surveys	for	construction	and	mining	firms	can	start	at	as	little	as	$50	per	hour,	increasing	to	$500	per	hour	once	youve	built	up	your	experience	in	flying,	shot	plenty	of	aerial	photos	and	established	some	relationships	in	your	drone
market.Many	drone	operators	gain	an	income	by	working	in	real	estate,	and	this	starts	off	at	around	$25	per	hour	but	can	pay	around	$200-300	per	project,	again	depending	on	the	scale	and	how	extensive	your	portfolio	is.If	youre	getting	started	as	a	professional,	one	option	for	picking	up	work	and	gaining	some	experience	is	to	apply	to	become	a
pilot	with	websites	such	as	DroneBase,	which	offer	jobs	according	to	your	location	and	expertise.Read	more:	15	Ways	to	Make	Money	From	Drone	Photography	The	world	of	drone	photography	and	videography	is	vast,	but	while	theres	a	lot	to	learn,	the	results	can	be	incredibly	satisfying.Hopefully,	the	tips	above	will	give	you	a	good	foundation	from
which	to	start	flying	drones	and	taking	amazing	photos	from	the	skies.If	you	have	any	questions	or	further	advice	to	add,	feel	free	to	leave	us	a	comment	below.	Highly	Recommended	Drone	Cinematography	Masterclass	Become	a	drone	cinematographer	with	9	hours	of	aerial	cinema	tuition	from	YouTube's	leading	educators.	Save	$50	with	coupon
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